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Expo/Auction 


The 1993 International Office Equipment 
Collectors Exposition will again be held at the 
NOMDA Conference Center, hame of the National 
Office Equipment Historical Museum in Kansas City, 
Missouri. The museum is the only one in the 
United States dedicated solely to the history of 
the typewriter and related office antiquities. 


This year the event will be hosted by Tne 
Typewriter Exchange, and editor, Tom FitzGerald 
will act as chairman of the overall program. 
Several regional coordinators will serve to carry 
the message of the Expo to their own geographic 
regions. These regional coordinators will be 
selected on the basis of their longevity within 
the international collectors network and because 
their names are recognized and respected within 
that network. 


This year, the objective of the Expo/Auction 
are twofold. First, to put together a program so 
exciting that no one will want to miss it. 

Second, to make it as affordable as possible so 
more collectors will be able to attend. 


A program of activities accampanies this 
issue. A lot of effort has gone into 
making this a most memorable event. 


5 The highlight of these events will be 
‘e the full day auction on Saturday 
for which same 200 lots have al- 
ready been consigned, including 
machines classed as very rare, 
desirable, and collectible. 

The sale will feature a 
good mix of calcula- 
tors, ribbon tins, 
and as 










writers. 
the rarer 
items con- 
signed 
are; a 

rare 
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BOSTON typewriter, a SUN index typewriter, a NIP- 
PON (1917) Japanese typewriter which types more 
than 3,000 Chinese characters, a KLEIDOGRAPH 
Braille typewriter, and an ARCHIMEDES B Calcula- 
tor. The consignment of several other rare mach- 
ines is being negotiated. All sales will be sub- 
ject to a 15% buyers premium and applicable local 
taxes. A fully illustrated catalog will be avail- 
able soon after the cut-off date (Feb. 14) for 
consignments. The price of the catalog, which was 
recently stated as $25 has been reduced to $15 in 
an effort to hold the line on affordability. For 
those of you who have already sent in $25, a 
refund will be mailed out shortly. This change is 
the result of "shopping around" for a more reason- 
able printer. Add $2 for postage in North America 
and $5 for overseas mailing. 


Since the catalog will be fully illustrated 
and will contain a wealth of information about 
value, prices, and conditions, it should be a 
welcome addition to the collectors bookshelf. The 
catalog will be printed in a short run of 200 


copies, of which 50 will be reserved for sale at 
the auction. To make sure you get yours, order 
early! 


This years museum program includes a two-hour 
workshop on machine restoration, to be conducted 
by conservator Beth Richwine, of the Gnithsonian, 
in Washington, DC. The conductor of a second one- 
hour workshop on machine repair, has not yet been 
selected. 


While there wasn't much we could do about the 
price of air travel, we have put together a pack- 
age of alternate housing plans that are very 
affordable, including a two-night package for 
those who want to leave inmediately following the 
Kansas City Style Steak Fry Feast on Saturday. 


Good hotel accanodations in the immediate 
vicinity of the Embassy Suites can be had for as 
little as $50 a night. Same even offer Continent- 
al breakfasts, and most will provide free trans- 
portation to and from the NOMDA Conference Center. 
But, the Embassy Suites offers the very best 
accomodations...large roomy suites, full breakfast 


Cont'd on Pg.5 
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Spratuse UPDATE 


Once in a while it may be good to do a little 
backtracking, just to put things into perspective. 
I have in front of me a copy of ‘Typewriter Topics 
of January 1985. My first "official contact" with. 
the world of typewriter collectors. In his next 
issue Ed Peters had changed the name of his publi- 


cation to The typewriter Collector out of respect 
for the business nes magazine of the ‘20s. 
Little did I know then that an innocent diversion 
which my friend David Kintzler nudged me into 
would lead to my involvement with ome of the 
largest typewriter collections in the world. I 
nudged a little closer sametime in 1987 when a Mr. 
Moshier called me. He had seen one of my “Type- 
writers Wanted" ads in the local paper. This was 
the first time I heard of the Qnondaga Collection. 
[The combined Remington and Smith Corona collec- 
tions housed at the Onondaga Historical Assocta- 
tton in Syracuse.] Mr. Moshier and I were going to 
meet. We never did. He died in December of that 
same year. 

John Bateman, a retired electrical engineer 
got there first. He had volunteered to work with 
the Onondaga Historical Association and became 
involved with the typewriter collection. It had 
just been moved. A picture in the OHA publication 
showing this move being accomplished by a number 
of “temporaries", moved me to inquire into the 
situation. The first thing I noticed when I got 
there was a clipped full page ad by an exporter 
who was offering the fabulous sum of $3,000 - for 


WAN 





TED! 


by Siegfried Snyder 


an ELECTRIC BLICK! And in a wink, I had my first 
glance at a specimen of this fabled machine. Not 
long thereafter, John and I found another one, or 
rather one half of one in the collection. Car- 
riage and motor were missing... 

Last year we finally finished the inventory. 
We are beginning to make our second round for a 
closer look. Meanwhile, typewriter collecting has 
became a big business and investment rtunity. 
Our Typewriter mao Show in 1989 of local and 
other selected ma es drew same of the "big 
guns" from the US as well as from Burope. A sort 
of Flash in the Pan, it seems now. We are back to 
what we consider as doing serious work. Paul 
Lippman, by and large, has made it a bit easier 
with his Collector's Encycl ia. On the other 
hand, there is much to earned. Did we know, 
for instance, that the early L.C. Smith 2 did not 
have ball bearing typebar hangers as did the later 
machines? Who cares. The L.C. Smith machines are 
not collectible. [Not yet anyway.] Granted, 
these machines do not have the exotic and glamor- 
ous look required by same of us. But they too, 
represent stages in the development of the - can- 
puter, a machine which has little to do with the 
mechanical typewriter, now largely a thing of the 
past. Incidentally, if there's anyone out there 
who owns a lowly BLICK-BAR, we would be interest- 
ed. It was developed in Syracuse between 1903 and 
1913. The OHA owns the documentation, a machine 
would nicely supplement it. 











This editions’ "Mystery Machine" is a piece fran 
the Remington Collection and is labled "CROWN". 
It has some similarity to the machine shown in the 
Adler book on page 264. It is by no means identi- 
cal. Some parts of it do not appear to be mass 
produced. Can you identify it and collect the 
reward? [The same reward as last month.] 

[Don't laugh, but I think it may be the work of 
Abner Peeler. I'll tell you why in the next issue 
of Typekx. I'm serious. ed.] 


Of last issue's "Mystery Machine", the LOTTER - 
HEAD, super collector, Dennis Clark tells us the 
LOTTERHEAD originated in Niantic, Connecticut. 


He says the company was reorganized, and the 
machine reappeared for a short time as "DEF— 
TANCE". He also volunteered that the mystery 
machine that appeared in Paul Lippmans" The Type-. 
Writer, as an H.L. Fisher of 1907. Do you dispute 
the "Master"? 

By, the way Dennis has been feeling "under the 
weather" for same time now, and has been unable to 
make his usual rounds of the Eastcoast flea mark- 
ets. I'm sure he wouldn't mind receiving a card 
or letter fram his many friends around the net- 
work. 

P.O Box 25, Ledyard, CT 06339. 
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A Centennial 


SHOLES & GLIDDEN 


Gnd its’ journey to the M.P.M. 


CARL P. DIETZ with some of of his "gifts". 
From a 1935 newsphoto. 


I recently acquired a collection of original 
correspondence that once belonged to Carl P. 
Dietz, the man who single handedly ammassed the 
great typewriter collection for the Milwaukee 
Public Museum. 

Most startling of these letters is a corres- 
pondence between Mr. Dietz and a Mrs. Anna H 
Johnson of Albert Lea, Minn. The correspondence 
began with a letter fram Mr. Dietz to Mrs. 
Johnson dated Dec. 14, 1935, and ended on March 
20th, 1937 with a letter fram Mrs. Johnson to Mr. 
DIGS ..0', «:<i0i6,0 


Dee-14-1935 
Dear Mrs. Johnson: - 


During a stop for lunch in your city last 
August, I was informed that you have an old 
Sholes & Glidden typewriter, which has been 
tn your fanily for many years. 

My reason for writing you ts the follow- 
tng:- C. Lathan Sholes and Carlos Glidden 
tnvented the first practical typewriter here 
tn Milwaukee. This machine later became the 
Remington and was. the beginning of one of 
the most important industries in history; 
the invention having developed into all of 
the modern book-keeping and calculating 
machines, cash registers, linotype machines, 
ete. 

Our very fine Milwaukee Public Museum 
never had an exhibit to show that this 
wonderful invention had tts Birthplace in 
Milwaukee; 80 about a year and a half ago I 
dectded to make a collection of typewriters 
and present them as a gtft to the Milwaukee 
Museun. To date I have gtven the Museum 
more than 225 different typewriters. It is 
the only collection of tits kind in the 
United States, and by far the largest in the 
world, there being only two small collec- 
tions tn Europe. 

The Milwaukee Museum, during last winter 
built an addition of soltd masonry (37 x 48 
ft. in size) for the sole purpose of housing 
this collection. We know of 640 different 
makes of typewriters in the world, and it is 
my atm to tnelude in my collection as many 
of these as tt will be posstble to secure, 
so as to make it the most complete exhibit 
of typewriters posstble. 

I was informed that you cherish this 
Sholes & Glidden machine and no doubt would 
like to have tt preserved in keeping with 
the associations it has had in your ltfe, 
and as tt would be a very fine additton to 
our colleetion, I would appreciate very much 
tf you would let us have tt for this pur- 











pose. Here in the Milwaukee Public Museum 
will be a part of the only real monument to 
the typewriter industry and you will know it 
will be preserved and properly taken care of 
for posterity; whereas it might otherwise 
some day come into the possession of someone 
wha does not attach any value to it and have 
the expertence of others of its kind. Every 
once in a whtle I trace an old machine, only 
to have them tell me: "The children played 
with tt and got tt out of order, so we gave 
tt to the junk man". 

If you should decide to let us inelude it 
tn the collection, I would thank you to send 
me a statement of the history of the machine 
so that we can tnelude this in the exhibit. 
The Milwaukee Museum is visited by hundreds 
of thousands of people annually. Some time 
ago 28 of the Chicago typewriter dealers 
came to milwaukee in a body just to see this: 
collection, and all of them saw there type- 
writers which they had never heard of be- 
fore. Mr. James Ward, of Shipman & Ward, 
the largest wholesalers of typewriters in 
Chicago satd then: "Mr. Dietz ts doing what 
the typewriter dealers themselves should 
have done years-ago, and here we have a man 
who has never been in the typewriter busi- 
ness, doting tt for us". 

There ts nothing of a commercial nature 
about this. It is entirely a gift on my 
part to the City of Milwaukee, the birth- 
place of the typewriter, as I am contribut- 
ing every penny of expense connected with 
the securing of the machines. 

I am enclosing some newspaper clippings, 
which I would thank you to return to me. 

I feel quite sure that you will like to 
know that the machine ts preserved in its 
proper envtronment and therefore hope to 
hear favorably from you. I called at the 
laundry and at your home while in Albert 
Lea, bu unfortunately you were not at home. 

Very stncerely yours, 
Carl P. Dietz 
Of course I will pay the express charges on 
the shipment, and see that proper credit is 
gtven you for your contribution. 


Cont'd. on Pg. 4 
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DIET Z- Cont'd from Pg. 3 


Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas 
Jan. 7 "36 


Carl P. Dietz;- 
My Dear Mr. Dietz;- 


I feel sorry indeed that I have been so 
very long answering your kind letter about 
the typewriter. I had come to this place 
before your letter arrived, and it was for- 
warded to me. Then cane Christmas and on 
tts heels a confining illness until now. I 

| an espectaily sorry that you have probably 

| thought your newspaper clipping were lost. 

| By the way, they are most interesting and I 
was glad to see them. 

About the typewriter. I appreciate a 
good deal, your request for the loan of tt. 

First, because I would like to see it go 
where it will get the best of care. so, 
after consulting my son and daughter, Here, 
I may tell you that we have concluded to 
| loan the machine to you, to place in the 
museum, should you still be destrous of it, 
and all of us- appreciate your request for 
the same. We know you appreciate tts value 
as a relic. 

I am here for the rest of the winter 
months, expecting to be home by April Ist. 
I would a little prefer to watt until I got 
home before sending it to you, as there ts 
no one in my home at present. However, 
should you wish it earlier, I can arrange to 
have my stepson (Kelsey R. Johnson, of 
Johnson Laundry) get it, and have tt sent. 

My father, D,R.P. Hibbs, a lawyer, later, 
for most of his life a banker, of Albert Lea 
brought this machine at the Centennial 
tn Phila., in 1876. From your newspaper ac- 
counts I gather that it ts a Remington #1 
type, tt having the considerable decoration 
and spectal features of that type. 

Also I recall very clearly, the stand and 
the foot treadle mentioned, although the 
stand has long since disappeared. I have 
letters written on it by my father, in 1876, 
to me, a ehtld of 6, while visiting (my 
mother and I) near Phila. The machine isin 
a good state of preservation. 

I thank. you for your patience in waiting 
my reply, and will be glad to hear further 
from you in this matter. 

Resp'y, 





Mrs. Joseph H. Johnson 


On Jan-17-1936 Mr. Dietz replied to Mrs. 
Johnson, but never made an issue of the fact that 
She had offered the typewriter as a loan rather 
than an outright gift. The rest of the letter 
consisted of shipping instructions and small talk 
Mrs. Johnson replied a week later..... 





Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas 
Jan. 24, '36 


Carl P. Dettz:- 
Dear Sir:- 


I received your recent letter and an 
writing to say that I have forwarded it to 
my stepson at Alber Lea with instructions 
for him to prepare the typewriter for ship- 
ment, and ship same as soon as comnisserat. 
Hts business calls him from town a good deai 
so I cannot just say how soon the box will 
reach you, but I know tt will not be long 
delayed. 

My children are both here at this time. 
They are both in the regular army- my son, 
Major C. H. Armstrong, and my daughter wife 
of Capt. L.D, Flory. We have talked over the 
matter of the typewriter and they wish me to 
ask you for a receipt for the value, in 
order that tt should not be lost sight of, 
should anything happen to me. Army people 
have no stated residence, and are often far 
away, so all are glad such good care can be 
gtven to the old machine, which they treas- 
ure. The receipt, kept with my effects, 
will tell the story of the whereabouts of 
the machine and I will feel gratified that 
tt ts tn such good hands. In fact we all 
feel honored that its merits will have been 
so fully recognized and provided for, and I 
thank you for your interest in the matter. 
I think. you have a very worthwhile "hobby"! 

I will hope to hear that the shipment 
reaches you safely. 

Most Sincerely, 
(Mrs. Jos. H.) Anna Hibbs Johnson 


Mr. Dietz responds on Feb-1-1936, but again 
makes no issue of the fact that the machine is to 
b= a ldan’se- 


Feb-1-1935 


Dear Mrs. Johnson;~- 


The Sholes and Glidden typewriter arrived 
ntcely packed, and I was much pleased to see 
that the ornaments on it were so well pre- 
served and the operating parts in good con- 
dition. The Remington-Rand Company sent me 
a similar model from Buffalo, N.Y. their 
home office, but it has some later develop- 
ments on it and the ornaments are quite 
effaced; so yours is the earlier one and 
will have first place in the number One case 
in the maseum next to the piano key original 
experimental model which Sholes himself 
made. 

We are going to mount your typewriter on 
a sewing machine stand and attach a foot 
lever, so that it will be the same as when 
first purchased. One feature on your 
machine ts that the foot treadle operated 
both the spacing lever and also pulled back 
the carriage. This was later changed so 
that instead of the foot lever a hand lever 
on the right side of the machine was used. 
Soon after, however, both were eliminated 
and the small hand lever such as is used on 
modern machines was substituted. 


Cont'd. on Pg.6 
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Expo Auction-Cont'd. from Pg.! 


(one per room) and a two-hour welcoming reception. 
The suites accanodate up to four adults comfort-. 
ably. All this for a flat nightly price of $79 
plus tax. For a group of four that's less than 
$20. a night? 


For those collectors who like camping, or who 
will be driving motor-homes, or RV's, we can 


provide information on beautiful facilities in the 
immediate area. 






Arare BOSTON 


anda scarce SUN index, 


- 


just two of the many great machines 
that will be sold at the auction. 


If you'd like to drive to K.C., but want to 
share the driving with a fellow collector, we can 
put you in touch with sameone from your own area. 
This too, is an excellent way to cut dow on 
expenses. 


If you are unable to make it to Kansas City, 
but want to bid on lots at the sale, write-in bid 
sheets are included in the catalog package. 


And for those of you who are coming, but 
wonder how you will get your purchases hame...not 
to worry....packing and shipping services will be 
available at the Conference Center at a moderate 
charge. 


We have managed to hold down the cost of the 
program itself, exclusive of travel and hotel 
costs, to the same as it was in 1991...$100. 
That's not bad considering we've came through 48 
months of spiralling inflation since our last Expo 
and this year we are offering more. 


For those who cannot attend the full two-day 
program, but want to attend the auction on Satur- 
day, the auction-only fee is $30 and includes 
morning coffee break anda box lunch. Auction- 
only attendees are welcame to join us for the 
Kansas City Style Steak Fry Feast for an addition- 
al $23.50. 


What more could you ask for? Good food, good 
accomodations, good program, good museum program, 
good auction, good friends, and most of all good 
times: DON'T MISS IT THIS TIME! 





Five 


154 


KANMUHTY 


A great place for an Expo! 


Kansas City is just a great place fora 
bunch of collectors of early office equipment to 
came together for a collectors exposition and auc- 
tion. After all K.C. IS the home of the only 
museum in the United States dedicated solely to 
the history of the office machine industry. It is 
also the only city in the United States with a 
major league baseball team AND a stadium named 
after a typewriter. Guess again...no, they are 
not the Kansas City Corona"s. 

Same would say that it is just too far away 
fram anywhere, it's just too far fram the west 
coast, and too far fram the east coast. The fact 
of the matter is that it is mid-way between the 
two. In fact it is within 250 miles of both the 
geographic and population centers of the U.S. 
The maximum distance fram Kansas City to anywhere 
in the contiguous United States is approximately 
1,900 miles, or half the distance fram coast to 
coast. More than one-third of the U.S. population 
resides within 600 miles of Kansas City; more than 
55 million people are within a day's drive. 


Kansas City is: 


fe) 


The 26th largest city in the nation. 


© The Ath best city in the U.S. for business 
as ranked by Fortune magazine, 1991. 


© The largest metropolitan area in the 
nation to meet federal clean-air quality 
standards, according to the EPA, May 1992. 


© The city with more miles of boulevards 
than Paris and more fountains than any 
city except Rome. 


Add to all of this the fantastic facilities 
of the NOMDA Conference Center, the great CLARK 
collection of typewriters, the first class accamo- 
dations and amenities of ‘The Embassy Suites at 
Overland Park, a super program of activities on 
Friday, and a full day of auction activity on 
Saturday, and you have all the makings of a Col- 
lector's Expo that will be talked about for many 


years to came: 


The distance between K.C. and 


other major cities: 


Pritadelpnia.sisede 015170 Mic 
meni. Pranciscos..... 2.1861" Mi. 
Los Angelese..........1,577 Mi. 
Now YOLK CLEY. .cuwesealpeas Ma. 


Charleston, SvC.<'s «ec D553) Ma. 
Dallas, Ixiees. cwdvcs~, & DO5sMi: 
PaMioa:, Bis iscre.0-0 bs Seta 7M, 
Harttones, CBs oss cete 1,336 Mi. 











Six 2 \0 
DIET Z- Cont'd from Pg. 4 


The Milwaukee Public Museum will send you 
their proper acknowledgement so that you 
will know that it has become a part of this 
only collectton of typewriters in the United 
States, and in the birthplace of the type- 
writer. One thing that pleases me very much 
ts that the addition to the Museum which was 
build for the sole purpose of housing this 
collection, ts of solid masonry and there- 
fore as fire-proof ‘as anything could be, so 
that its permanence is assured. 

I wish to thank you again for your fine 
co-operation, and I am sure that when you 
some day come to Milwaukee and see this ex- 
hibit you wtll experience a thrill in real- 
tzing that you furnished one of the import- 
ant links in tts chain. 

With kindest regards, I an, 
Most cordially yours, 


Carl P. Dietz 
p-s. In a previous letter you mentioned 
some letters written by your father on this 
machine. If they are of such a nature that 
they could be added to the exhibit, I would 
be glad to use them. I have letters uwrttten 
by Mr. Sholes in 1874. 


More than a year ovassed before Mrs. Johnson 
wrote again... 


Hotel Albert, 
Albert Lea, Minn. 
Feb. 37, 1937. 


My Dear Mr. Dietz;- 


You will te surprised at recetving a let- 
ter from me again, I know but, as before, I 
have a thought about the typewriter, which 
you will remember is in the Museum. I refer 
to the old Remington, which was sent last 
year from Albert Lea, Minn. 

Now the thought is simply this. I have 
been wondering if there is any sort of 
document on file in your department of the 
Museum, stating that the typewriter is a 
LOAN and not a GIFT? When I discussed the 
matter with my children last year, they 
wished it to be understood as a loan, and I 
so stated tt in my letters. 

Now in the event of my death, or yours, 
should my children wish to withdraw the 
arttele, would they have definite proof that 
they would have the power to do so? Would 
tt not be the best thing to do, to havea 
paper made out to provide for this conting- 
ency, and whitch could leave no doubt as to 
the legality of such a withdrawal, such 
Paper to be placed on file? 

am asking this in the interests of my 
children;- Major C.H. Armstrong, and Mrs L. 
D. Flory, who can be reached at any time 
through the address below:- 

Care of Adjutant General, U. S. Army, 
Washington, D.C. (Please forward). 

I MAY have such statement as I request 
among my papers, But I am not staying at 
home this winter, and do not have access to 
them at this time. Even so, I think such 


— 





paper should be placed on file in the office 
of the Museum. 

You can see by this, that I simply mean 
to avoid any possible embarrassment, tf my 
heirs wish to make other disposition of it, 
than the present one. I earnestly assure 
you that tt ts a gratification to us all, to 
have the typewriter appreciated, and where 
it ts. I think you will understand my potnt 
after consideratton. 

With very best regards to you, I an, 
Sineerely yours, 
Mrs. Jos. H. Johnson 


In the next issue of TypeEx....Mr. Dietz 
surprising response to Mrs. Johnson..... 





Some time ago we attempted to launch a Dr. 
Fix-It column that would deal with minor repairs 
and adjustments that so many of us who are not 
typewriter repairmen struggle with. Though we 
never got the idea off the ground John Lewis of 
Albuquerque, New Mexico has agreed to give ita 
try. John has been in the typewriter repair busi- 
ness most of his adult life and now is specializ- 
ing in mechanical antiques repair. 

John also has agreed to conduct the one-hour 
workshop on Machine Repair at Expo/Auction '93 in 
Kansas City in May. 

John"s first article will appear in the next 
issue of TypeEx. 

When I spoke to him on the phone he mentioned 
that one time super-collector Dave Golden, now 
living in Albuquerque will also be attending the 
Expo/Auction, and that he is looking forward to 
seeing many of his old collector friends, as well 
as to meeting same new ones. 

Why not drop us a line and let us know what 
repair problems have been perplexing you lately. 
eae John can show you the best way to solve 

em. 

As for Dave Golden, I'm working on getting 
him to deliver the keynote address. 


IF YOU HAVEN'T RENEWED 


YOUR TYPE/EX SUBSCRIPTION 
PLEASE DO SO NOW! . 








Checkwriter Info Sought 


An investigation is currently underway to de- 
termine the history and development of the check- 
writer, checkprotector, and checkpunch. Michael 
A. Brown of Philadelphia, Larry Wilhelm of Wichita 
Texas, and Fritz Neimann of Dissen, Germany, are 
gathering information about these devices. If you 
have a collection list (with serial numbers), old 
advertisements, photographs, or any other histori- 
cal information, please forward copies to any of 
the three researchers. If requested, the material 


you send will be returned, promptly. The objective - 


is to develop a history of these devices, suffic- 
tent enough to warrent publication. The informa- 
tion then will be made available to the entire 
collector network. 

There is particular interest in the early 
machines, but the report will attempt to cover the 
period from 1880 through the 1920's. 





DO YOU WANT RESULTS? 


Take a good look through your collection. Is 
there roam for improvement? Is yours an eclectic 
mix of all sorts of machines from every era i 





begin- 
ning with an: B88 Hall and ending with a 1988 Pan- 
asonic, and a little bit of everything in be- 
tween? Maybe it's time to begin focusing ona 
a particular era, or a particular style of tyve- 
writer. Will it be art deco portables, or Victor- 
ian office machines? Or, maybe index machines? 
How about calculating devices...maybe you should 
put more focus on machines other than just type- 
writers. And what about all those duplicates 





Please forward any information you have to: 


Michael A. Brown 
9131 Bustleton Ave. 
Phila., PA 19115 
(215) 677-5879 


taking up good shelf space? 

This is the perfect time to re-think your 
collection. With a major auction soon to take 
place right here in the U.S.A., it's a great time 
to sell off the residue, and bid on same machines 
that will enhance your collection at the same 
time. 

You're running out of time though, the dead- 
line for consignments is only a few weeks away. 
Just pick up the phone and call me any evening and 
ask me to send you a consignment package. I'll 
have it in the mail to you the next day. By the 
way, there is no sellers fee, and you set the 
reserve price to assure that your consignment is 
not sold for less than a price satisfactory to you. 


Antique Typewriter Repair 
John Lewis Sr repairs 
antique typewriters and 
Edison cylinder players. 
Any thing from minor repair, 
chemical cleaning and adjust, 


to major rebuilding and 
parts research. 
4805 Menaul N.E. 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87110 
Days (505) 884-0600 


Eve. 281-2390 





AMMOUNCINE «> « 


The Journal of the Oughtred Society 


The Journal of the OQughtred Society 
is a newsletter for people inter- 
ested in the history and collection 
of slide rules. At _ present the 
Society is a ficticious name for 
Bob Otnes and Roger’ Shepherd 
conducting business on behald of 
a group of slide rule collectors 
who convened a charter meeting in 
June 1991 in Oakland, California. 


The Journal is published twice a 
year. A pilot issue (Number 0.0) 
} was published in the Fall of 1991. 
: Issue number 1.0 came out early in 
1992. Issue 1.2 became available 
in the Fall of 1992. 





seas remittance must be in US 
dollars, please. 


To subscribe or to order hack 
issues, please submit your full 
name and mailing address along with 
your remittance. Your telephone 
number is also requested. Send to: 

Robert Otnes 

2160 Middlefield Road 

Palo Alto, CA 94301 

USA 


TypeEx editorial comment: 


I have read Volume 1, Number 1, of 
this newsletter and found it to be 





fascinating. Slide rule§ are 
; A Qne year subscription is now after all, the forerunner to the 
= $20.00 in the US and Canada. Tax mechanical calculator and should 
and mailing are included. The not be overlooked by those of us 


overseas price is $25.00 and in- 
cludes shipping by air mail. Over-— 


who collect calculators and adders. 
Tom FitzGerald 
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Around the Network 


WANTED (Sucht, Gevraagd) : 
World War II European typewriters. 
OLIVETTI — Model M40/3, ca. 1946 

OLIVETTI — Model M44, ca. 1947 

OLIVETTI -— Model Lexican 80, ca. 

1953 to 1959. 

OLIVETTI - Model Diaspron D 82 
ca. 1959 to 1967. ; 

TORPEDO - Dynacord Standard, ca. 
1960's. aka Bluebird 
Dynacord Standard. 

Also looking for repair manuals, 
operating instructions, & sales 
literature for the above. Donald 
E. Jones, 2312 Calle de Suenos, Las 
Cruces, NM 88001. 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, Aangeboden) : 

Ten different ribbon tins in good 
condition. U. S. only, send $50 
plus $3 shipping. For twenty dif- 
ferent tins, send $90 plus $6 ship- 
ping. Remit to: Mike Brown, c/o 
3526 Cotman Ave., Phila., PA 19149. 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, Aangeboden) : 
UNDERWOOD Port., 4-bank, green, ca. 
1926 w/book and case. Good Cond. 
$25 plus shipping. Dorothea Bater, 
8830 Bradford St., Phila., PA 19115 
Tel: (215) 673-4247. 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, Aangeboden) : 
REMINGTON 


No.7, ca. 1899, early 
level, (3/3), w/wood base & tin 
cover. $125 plus ship. Mike Brown 
c/o 3526 Cottman Ave. Phila., PA 


19149. Tel: (215) 677-5879. 
WANTED (Sucht, Gevaargd) ENSIGN 
CALCULATOR. Bob Otnes, 2160 Mid- 
dlefield Road, Palo Alto, CA 94301. 
Tel: (415) 324-1821. 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, Aangeboden) : 

MERCANTILE (4/2) $350, MOLLE #3 in 
Qrig. case (1/1) $175, BLICK #7, 
(4/4) $135, SMITH PREMIER #2, with 
Orig. Circ. type Clng. brush, (4/4) 
$125, SMITH PREMIER #2 (4/4), $100. 
Donald Hoke, 844 E. South Street 
Appleton, Wis. 54911. Tel. (414) 
738-0940. Will trade for trade 
literature, books, and ephemera. 


WANTED (Sucht, Gevnaagd): Front 
(bevelled glass) panel w/decal fox 
BURROUGHS #9 adding machine. Steve 
Davis, P.O. Box 901, Wolfeboro, NH 
03894. Tel: (603) 569-6483. 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, Aangeboden) : 


OLYMPIA "SUPER" s/n 146713. "Best 
Offer." Richard Rossell, 653 
Jubilee Street, Melbourne, FL 
32940. Tel: (407) 253-4089. 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, Aangeboden) : 
Nice HAMMOND, [looks like a #12]. 
Best Offer. Arturo Gamboa S, 17 
Laconia Street, Mexico 16 D.F. C.P. 
02080, MEXICO. 


Post Fron Mike Brooks, Oakland, CA, "I 


would like to meet you and same of 
the other folks I've gotten to know 
through letters and phone calls 
over the years. Fram this sheet 
[auction flyer] I know what you 
look like....I really wish I could 
came to Kansas City, but I can't 
afford it just now. Hopefully 
you'll do it again before I'm 65. 
My other collecting pleasure is the 
Statue of Liberty. At the Phila- 
delphia Centennial Expo a bronze 
5imm French Statue of Liberty 
souvenir medal was sold. If you 
come across one of these, I hope to 
buy one for my collection." ([WeZl, 
maybe if this '93 Expo/Auction ts 
the big suecess it looks  ltke 
tt's going to be, we might try one 
tn Philadelphia sometime. Then you 
ean come and get your own medal. 
That is, of course, tf you have any 
money left after buying all those 
great typewriters. By the way, the 
Centennial Hall still exhists, and 
was recently restored. Wouldn't tt 
be great to have an Expo in the 
very location that the Sholes & 
Glidden was officially unveiled in 
1876!) 

ROBERT NEWION of Coos Bay, OR 
writes: "Your Exposition is now a 
probability for me, rather than a 
possibility. I repaired the Smith 
Premier. It happens there isa 
ball bearing company in town and 
gave me what I needed. Of course 
there is still the crank to be 
found, but I hope the ad will ac- 
camplish that. [Well, any old 
eranks out there?] 

And if you think the econamy has 
been bad over here the past year or 
so, the newspapers tell us its been 
even worse over in the British 
Isles. MIKE ADLER, author of The 
Writing Machine, recently wrote to 
me and closed with this line: 
"Meself, guv", I can"t wait to see 
the butt-end of 1992 - won't came a 
day too soon for my liking! [Amen, 
Mtke!] 


DARRYL REHR, editor of ElCetera 
a resident of L.A. wrote: "I'm 
especially impressed by what looks 
like samething of a breakthrough 
bargain you are offering sellers at 

auction. No canmmission for 
the seller (with 15% for the buyer) 
is a darn good deal, especially 
stacked up against what the Euro- 
peans do. Despite your good deal, 
I don't really have anything I'd 
like to put up. If anything turns 
up before deadline, I"1l consider 
it." "I am enclosing $15 (another 
bargain) for a catalogue," "By the 
way, how'd you get your good-look- 
ing brother to let you use his 
picture in your flyer?" [That's 
really my pteture folks, I cut tt 
out of my high school yearbook.) 
And I heard fran Bill Nugent of 
Baltimore, MD: "Happy New Year. I 
am looking forward to the K.C. 
meeting in May. I£ I decide to 
drive out, I may want to place some 
machines in the auction. I will 
let you know in time if Ido. Hope 
all goes well. This should bea 
most interesting meeting." [If you 
are driving out leave some room for 
another collector to share the 
driving, and the expenses, and to 
keep you awake with tales about the 
ones (typewriters) that got away.] 
And fran JOHN and EILEEN CAIN, Lake 
Almanor Pen., CA: "Thank you for 
your nice card and interesting 
flyer giving the information about 
the meeting in Kansas City. It is 
my dream to be able to came and we 
are hoping to be able to make it 
but will have to make same definite 
inquiries and plans in the near 
future. Your newsletter is still 
one of my favorite publications to 
come in the mail and I really look 
forward to it and pour over it in 
detail. I know it must take a lot 
of your time to put out such an 
interesting and professional news- 
letter and it is much appreciated." 
"It was fun to see your picture on 
the mailer and we hope to meet you 
in person in 1993." [I'm looking 
forward to the pleasure! 


Don’t miss out...order your 
Expo ’93 AUCTION CATALOG 


$17 Ppd. in U.S.-$20 overseas. 








yy 


Thomas FitzGerald, Editor 
2125 Mt. Vernon St., Phila. PA 19130 


y eR 3 


_FOR THE ¢ ENTHUSIAST KOZ 
3 \ s 





VOL. 9 





diamonds... 


by Tom FitzGerald 


In the last issue of fMTypeEx I 
mentioned that the odd looking "Mystery 


Machine" which had been labeled 
"CROWN", might be the work of Abner 
Peeler. If you consult any of your 


typewriter history texts you will find 
that the only work attributed to Peeler 
is represented by a strange looking 
indecipherable patent drawing that 
looks nothing like any other typewriter 
you have ever seen. As a result, while 
Peeler's patent pre-dates that of the 
first Sholes model by two years, his 
work has never been taken very 
seriously. In actuality that strange 
looking contraption is the Great 
Granddaddy of the linked-pointer index 
machines of the HALL, and MIGNON genre. 

None of the typewriter texts, not 
even Paul Lippmans book, a relatively 
recent one, has featured a photograph 
of a Peeler machine. 


Among the Dietz correspondence I 
acquired recently, was a series of 
letters, newspaper clippings, and 


photographs that Dietz had as a result 
of an ongoing correspondence with Abner 
Peeler's son more than 50 years ago. 
The machine in the photographs are 
different than the machine described 
and illustrated in his patent. 

Peeler had long claimed to have 
invented seven different typewriters, 
but that he had lacked the capital to 
patent more than one of them. He also 
Claimed that "In the winter of '58 and 
'59 I made one with the type in an 8 
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Abner Peeler, Artist 
The decoration on the frame, or mat, was made by Peeler 
using the air brush he patented in 1882. 


inch circle striking down to the center 
each being raised by a spiral spring. 
Remington turned, making my machine 
strike bottom upwards and making the 


type strike upwards and drop back 
Witnout “a spring.” [Fort Dodge 
Chronicle, 1893, exact date unknown.] 





Continued on page 3 
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Sypracuse UPDATE 


Discussion has begun in earnest on the 
restructuring of the OHA collection and 
about decisions that will have to be 
made about conservation. The thought 
itself is quite ambitious as the task 
appears overwhelming in light of the 
scope of the collection and what 
remains to be evaluated. We hope to 
keep the operation on a scholarly level 
and eventually, in light of the growing 
interest in early American industrial 
culture, to bring about an exchange of 
information between public and private 
sectors. ‘These sectors include 
individuals, as well as private and 
public agencies sincerely interested in 
the preservation and understanding of 
our rapidly vanishing past. 


UNSOLVED MYSTERY 
While the previous "WANTED" 
have not yielded any 


posters 
definitive 


by Siegfried Snyder 


a conversation seems to have 
begun. Our last mystery machine has 
been tentatively identified as a 
"DEFIANCE" by some authorities. 
However, not meaning to sound defiant, 
18 have a problem with that 


identification. There is a machine 
here at the Onandaga Historical 
Association which is clearly labeled 
"DEFIANCE" and which shows little 
Similarity in style to the "LOTTERHEAD" 
that was featured in the last edition 
of TypeEx. Incidentally, The Remington 
Collection records indicate that there 
had been another "DEFIANCE" in the 
collection in the 1970's, but which 
seems to have disappeared. All in all, 
we have to consider that any 
information that was passed on to us 
has been inconclusive and the 
LOTTERHEAD machine remains a mystery. 


results, 


WANTED! 





Our current mystery machine comes to us 
from the Remington Collection. LEA ts 
gold-emblazoned with the name "PERFECT" 
and so as not to be confused with any 
other newfangled machine, the word 
"TYPEWRITER" across its front. For 
some reason we had attached a tentative 
date to. it, which apparently was 
gleaned from Beeching's book. But 
there is no way to relate this thing to 
an 1892 SALTER. Since a number of 
these mysterious front-strike machines 
turn up in the Remington Collection, 
including a "converted" #7. We suspect 
it may be that these are evidence of 
Remington's struggle with the front 
strike problem. The history of the 
Remington typewriter is fraught with 
such mysteries. The more clues we 
discover, the more confusing SLits 
becomes. There are the mysteries of 


the MONARCH, the 
even the REM BLICK. 
there is the strange phenomenon of the 


SMITH PREMIER, and 


Then of course 


almost identical 1930's Remington and 
Underwood portables. The machine 
housings were different of course, but 
the mechanisms were 99.5% identical. 
Perhaps one of our readers could shed 
some light on these mysteries of the 
Remington Company. 

Our current Mystery machine, 
shown in the photos, has 4-bank, 
Standard keyboard flanked by back space 
and tab keys. Its most unique feature 
is its platen shift mechanism which is 
sort of a rocker arrangement. The cast 
iron frame is of elaborate design, 
almost "baroque" in appearance, as 
opposed to the "classical" Remington 
line. It is extremely well detailed 
and has none of the earmarks of a 
prototype. 
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a future of gold 
and diamonds... 


by Tom FitzGerald 


Could Peeler's claim be true? Could 
the Sholes & Glidden design with its 
circular type basket have been an 
adaptation of the design described by 
Peeler? 

Peeler did have several other 
inventions under patent, and claims 
others that he did not protect. We now 
know that he did invent at least two 
different typewriters (one patented, 
and one not, but supported by 
photographic evidence). So why not 
seven as he had claimed? Though a 
dirt-poor country gunsmith, Abner 
Peeler was a prolific and ingenious 
inventor, and is certainly worth a 
closer look by early industrial 
historians. 


One hundred years have passed since 
Mrs. Heppler, a member of a tiny group 
of local historians wrote to her rural, 
Webster County neighbor to ask about 
his life as an inventor. She asked how 
long he had worked on his models, and 
to whom had he sold them to when they 
were completed. She also was curious 
as to how much he sold them for. His 
answer is an amazing first hand account 
of an early pioneer of typewriter 
invention. 


"To comply with your request in 
detail would require a volume and I 
will therefore only attempt to give a 
short synopsis of a few of my 
inventions. In June 1857, I was a 
student in a college in Jacksonville, 
T1l. The idea of writing by the use of 
type first occurred to me at that time. 
In a week or two my head was so full of 
writing machines and the future so full 
of gold and diamonds that I could not 
study so I quit school and went to 
Springfield where ae commenced the 
construction of my first typewriter. 
At the end of two months sickness was 
brought on by over work and 
discouragement by failure. I burned 
the first machine in a stove, and went 
home to repent of my folly, while a 
cloud of impenetrable darkness hung in 
the future where the bright visions of 
two months before vanished. Space will 
not permit of a description of the 
seven typewriters I made in the nine 
years following the first attempt. On 





Peeler's son, William with his father's invention. From a 
California newspaper of the late 1938's. 


the 9th day of June 1866, I Ileft 
Webster City in company with William 
Crosley for Washington, D.C. to make 
application for letter patent. We took 
the stage to Boone where I wrote the 
first letters for the mail that was 
written with a typewriter. I wrote 
home from Chicago and Washington and 
alil..._of, the letters are kept as 
mementoes. 

On arriving at Washington we 
became indebted to Senator Harlan for 
the passage of two special acts of 
Congress in our favor. The first to 
admit the full sized machine as a 
model, it being many times larger than 
the cubic foot prescribed by law. The 
second to examine and patent the 
machine out of its regular tum on 
account of its supposed value to the 








Continued on page 6 
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Second Installment 


A Centennial 
SHOLES & GLIDDEN 


and its' journey to the M.P.M. 
Tom FitzGerald 


In the first installment of this 
series which appeared in Vol. 9, No. l, 
we began with a letter dated Dec. 14, 1935 
in which Carl P. Dietz, wrote to Mrs. Anna 
H. Johnson of Albert Lea, Minn. and 
attempts to convince her to let him have 
her cherished Sholes & Glidden for his 
favorite museum, The Milwaukee Public 
Museum. Mr. Dietz was the indefatigable 
Milwaukee alderman who gathered together 
one of the most important collections of 
typewriters for the sole purpose that they 
be exhibited at the museum, since it was 
in Milwaukee in 1868 that the first 
commercially successful typewriter was 
made by a group of amateur inventors ina 
tiny machine shop. 

A series of letters ensued between 


Mr. Dietz and Mrs. Johnson, with Mrs. 
Johnson offering to "loan" them to the 
museum. Mr. Dietz then accepted the 
machine, even going so far as to give 


specific instructions as to how it was to 
be shipped, but never acknowledging Mrs. 
Johnson's offer as a "loan". 

More than a year passed before Mrs. 
Johnson wrote again, this time requesting 
written confirmation of the understanding 
that the machine was on loan, and that her 
children would not have difficulty 
withdrawing it should something happen to 
her. 

Here now is the response that Mrs. 
Johnson received.... 
Mrs. Jos. H. Johnson, March-6-1937 
Hotel Albert, 

Albert Lea; Minn., 


Dear Mrs. Johnson: - 


Your letter of February 27th with reference to 
the typewriter has left the folks at the Milwaukee 
Public Museum and me in somewhat of a quandary. 

From your previous letters we gained the 
impression that you were glad to have the machine 
in this collection so that you would know 
definitely that it was placed where it would be 
properly protected under the best auspices and 
that you would not have to worry about what might 
gome day become of it. 

I believe I wrote you before that this is THE 
ONLY COLLECTION OF TYPEWRITERS IN AMERICA. It is 
also by far the largest in the world as it now 


numbers 319 typewriters, beginning with the 
experimental models of the inventors, Sholes and 


Glidden, and continuing with the various other 
kinds of typewriters as they appeared year by 
year. 

Milwaukee, being the birthplace of the 
typewriter, is the logical place for such a 
collection, and this is the incentive which has 
caused me to devote the time and effort to 
build it. This incentive is lacking in other 
Places, and is the reasan why no collection of 
its kind is likely to be attempted in other 
Places. It has taken an immense amount of work 
and considerable expense on my part to bring it 
to the point it now occupies. I have paid 
every penny of expense in connection with its 
acquisition. The Museum does not reimburse me 
in any way, but they have given splendid co- 
operation in building a FIRE-PROOF ADDITION on 
the ground floor for the sole purpose of 
housing it. This assures the permanence of it 
which might be lacking if the typewriter were 
Placed elsewhere. 

Even the Smithsonian Institute in Washington 
recognizes this collection as the most outstanding 
one in the world and gave out a statement to the 
press to that effect on the occasian of the 
celebration of the 100th anniversary of the 
establishment of the U.S. Patent Office last 
November. What ig more, the Smithsonian Institute 
ig referring all offers of donatiam of typewriters 
to us here as they have no room for them. They 
have about 30 typewriters, most of which were 
turned over to them from the Patent Office and 
informed me that they do no intend to accept any 
more as they could not place them. I have 
received a number of letters saying that the 
Smithsonian had referred them to me. 

On February 23rd I received a letter from 
Walter J. Spiro, of New York, whose father, 
Charles Spiro was ane of the principal inventors 
of typewriters, having produced the COLUMBIA in 
1884, the BAR-LOCK in 1887, the VISIGRAPH in 1910- 
and the GOURLAND in 1920. Mr. Spiro writes that 
he has some of the old machines of his father's 
invention, and says: quote: "as yours is likely 
to be the most complete collection of writing 
machines that can be now or hereafter assembled, I 
am inclined to turn them over to you to be 
included therein. My desire, of course, is that 
they be made available for the greatest usefulness 
to this and future generations, and that end would 
seem to be well served by inclusion in your 
collectian." 

I would like to write to your children, Major 
Armstrong and Mrs. Flory to see if they would not 
consent to have your typewriter remain permanently 
a part of it, which I feel sure they would do if 
they understood the import of it. I do not feel 
that you nor your children would like to have same 
farther distant descendent came along some day and 
remove it from the collection to dispose of it for 
gome purpose which would be foreign to what you 
yourselves have in mind, namely: Its permant [sic] 
preservation under auspices which you yourselves 
know to be the b esty to be had under any 
circumstances, and where, as Mr. Spiro says: it 
will be available for the greatest usefulness to 
this and future generatians. 

We have mounted the machine as it originally 
was on a sewing-machine stand with a foot-lever 
and it stands in the Number One case together with 
the original experimental model of Sholes (the 
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only one in existence, made of piano keys), and 
above it is the oil painting of the little shop 
where the invention was developed, a photograph of 
which I am sending herewith. Surely it could have 
no better setting, nor better company anywhere in 
the world. 

The Milwaukee Museum is recognized to be one of 
the three finest in the United States and hundreds 
of thousands of people visit it every year. I 
wish you could personally come to Milwaukee and 
see what we have dane and I feel certain that you 
would say that it should remain where it is 
undisturbed. 

Besides the Hibbs typewriter, I have three 
other Sholes & Glidden machines, each having 
further developments in the mechanism, making a 
complete line of these machines before the name 
was changed to REMINGTON. It would be a pity at 
some future time to disrupt this continuity of the 
early development of the typewriter. 

The printed label accompanying the Hibbs 
typewriter states the manner in which it was 
acquired by Mr. Hibbs and gives you credit for its 
acquisition. I am sure that Mr. Hibbs would give 
his full approval to having the machine where it 
is, and I am sincerely hoping that you will remove 
any question in the matter by giving your consent 
that it shall remain permanently a part of the 
only collection of typewriters in America in the 
Birthplace of the Typewriter. 

With sincere best wishes, I am, 

Very cordially, 
Carl P. Dietz 


Mr. Dietz followed very quickly with an 
addendum..... 


March-9-1937 
Mrs. Joseph H. Johnson, 
Hotel Albert, 
Albert Lea, Minn., 


Dear Mrs. Johnson: - 


Supplementing my letter of March 6th, the 
thought occurred to me that someone in your family 
may have the idea that either I or some of my 
heirs might try to profit fram this collection. 

In this comnection I desire to say that what I 
am doing is entirely a gift to the Museum and will 
remain go. I want it to be a monument to the 
inventors. 

When I started it, I had an idea that I would 
collect 15 or 20 machines and call ita 
collection, as I had no idea that there were so 
many different machines. The thing has grown and 
grown and with it my interest. 

Just this afternoon I received a clipping from 
the Pittsburgh, Pa. Press, of last Friday, March 
5th, in which there is an article spread over the 
top of page 26 of the paper, covering six columns 
and about three inches deep about my collection of 
typewriters. This is happening every little 
while, as the story is quite an unusual one. 

There have been several broadcasts over the Radio 
about it, one of which was over the Christian 
Science home hour. 

I wanted to clear up the point which I 
mentioned in the beginning of this letter, as I 
don't wish to have any misconceptions. 


Very sincerely yours, 
Carl P. Dietz 


Mrs. Johnson wasted no time in sending 
off her own terse reply..... 


Albert Lea, Minn. 
March 12, '37 
My Dear Mr. Dietz;- 


Your recent letter startled me more than I can 
say. I have thought the matter over at great 
length. 

First I want to say that I believe every word 
of what you have said as to the great worth and 
importance of your collection. Also- as to the 
matter taken up in your letter of Mar. 9th, I will 
say that such a thought had never entered my mind, 
as I have always cansidered your devotion to the 
cause of making this collection, entirely aside 
from any personal gain. 

Now as to the matter at hand. The situation is 
still and always will be, just as I have always 
stated in my letters to you; that the machine was 
sent to you as a LOAN and not as a GIFT. If you 
are fortunate enough to have kept my letters, they 
will prove my point; if not, you will have to take 
my word for it. This is no change of mind, or 
misunderstanding, but the original intention, 
after earnest discussiam in the family, and 
clearly so stated in my letters. 

I will say that it will do no good for you to 
write to my children about this, as all that, had 
been definitely settled between us, (and so stated 
in my letters) before the article was shipped. So 
that part of the affair is definitely settled with 
them, and further discussion would not only be 
futile, but wholly undesirable. 

I can think of anly two things to do. I will 
state them, and will leave the matter to you for 
decision; - 


lst--Return the article to my address, and I 
will pay carrying charges. By this, I mean the 
future charges, and those of last year, as well. 

2nd--Retain it as a loan, until such time as it 
may be called for, with the protection of the 
aforesaid statement, with your signature, filed in 
the office of the Museum. 

I would be glad to hear what you decide, in the 
near future. 

And with regret as to the outcome of this 
matter, I am, 

Sincerely Yours, 
Mrs. Jos. H. Johnson 


Within a week Mrs. Johnson received her 
reply, but not from Mr. Dietz.... 


March 
Seventeenth 
1937 

Mrs. Jos.. H. Johnson 

Albert Lea, Minn. 


My dear Mrs. Jobhnsan: 


Mr. Carl P. Dietz, whose outstanding work in 
assembling for this museum, the world's finest 


Continued on page 7 
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public. In proof of the above we refer 
to the patent office records and 


Congressional Globe June, '66. You 
wished to know to whom I sold and the 
amount received. Mr. Crosley and a 
London firm got half interest. They 


paid me $100 at one time as a legal 
consideration, and I don't remember 
just how much more. I sold the last 
half interest to Mr. Samuel Baxter of 
Webster City for one thousand dollars. 
The full amount I received did not 
exceed $1,500 in all. It is safe to 
Say that there is not a typewriter in 
existence today that was not 
foreshadowed by one of the seven I made 
during the nine years from '57 to '66. 
In the winter of '58 and '59 I made one 
with the type in an 8 inch circle 
striking down to the center each being 
raised by a spiral spring, Remington 
turned, making my machine strike bottom 
upwards and then fall back without a 
spring. In the spring of '59 I made 
the sliding typewriter and sold it to a 
Mr. Wetters west of Sugar Grove, Menard 
county, Ill. I showed it to Mr. Milem 
Alkire, a wealthy farmer living east of 
the Grove and he became so- much 
interested in it that he offered to 
board me and furnish tools and materiel 
if I would make a better one. I made 
the wheel machine that same summer. In 
'69 I invented the band. The son of 
Judge OD.D. Chase of Webster City 
offered me $200 for it but I was 
advised not to sell it. J.S. Kenim and 
Mr. Crosley sent me to Washington to 
get a patent. When I got there I found 
it had been patented and the inventor 
sold it for $4,000. I invented the Air 
Brush in the year 1878, and have the 
first picture ever made with an air 
brush, which was made a month after its 
invention. I sold the first air brush 
to S.M. Thomas for $10, and sold the 
entire right of the world to Mr.Wwalkkup 
three years later in 1881 for $700. a5 





made two improvements in the next year 
and sold one for $100 and the other for 
$50 making in all $850. That there is 
such a thing as improving a machine 
backwards has been demonstrated in the 
air brush. In 1874 I made a self 
threading sewing machine shuttle 
attachment and sold the same to Mr. Al 
Deering and I.T. Oleson for about $300. 
The self-threading idea and spring 
tension has been universally adopted by 
all the late improved machines. My 
third and last sewing machine 
improvement, the elastic shuttle race 
for the Singer Oscillating, I sold to 
Mr. Ferguson, general agent at Fort 
Dodge, and special traveling agent of 
Chicago, for $105." 


These words were written by Abner 
Peeler when he was 57 years of age. 


Much of what Abner Peeler claims in his 
letter has been substantiated by patent 
records, actual specimens, or 
photographs, some of which are 
reprinted with this article. 
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Though in poor condition the Peeler note of June 1866 
exhibits a clear, sharp type font and excellent alignment. 
Two features more successful inventors would struggle 
with in years to come. The note is reprinted below for 
ease of reading. 
LEFT: A close up of the machine shows it to be 
considerably different than the one patented. 





une the 
Washington City, D.C. 
Dear Companion, 
We are both well. | feel splendid. | am now in the 
office of Chipman & Co. The machine has been 
examined by a great many shrewd men, and they think 
it is the greatest curiosity of the age. They also think it 
is of great value. They are going to take the first step to 
procure a patent immediately. The draftsman will be 
here in a few minutes. Colonel Smith thinks he will get 
a Patent this week. | may not get away from here for 
two or three weeks, yet | cannot tell how long | will stay 
, but one thing is certain, | will come HOME as soon as 
| can. | will send you some money in a few days. If | 
stay here your wants will not be forgotten. Board is 
from $12 to $20 per week here. To sum the whole thing 
up, prospects are good. Write to me immediately and 
direct your letters to A. Peeler, Box 708, Washington 
City, D.C. | must close. | will write soon again. 





Continued in next edition Yours as ever. 
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CHECK THIS OUT 


Philadelphia 
Mike Brown, 
become one 


collector extraordinary, 
who has branched out to 
of the biggest collectors 
of typewriter ribbon tins, has also 
developed into a rather substantial 
collector of early check protectors. 
So much so that he is working on a 
sorely needed booklet on the subject. 
These machines come in a variety of 
styles, shapes, and sizes, some very 
attractively encased in fine wooden 
cases. Some of the rarer examples are 
beginning to fetch rather good prices 
at office antiquities auctions abroad. 
Mike has been stumped by one such 
machine known as The American Bank 
Punch. (See Photo #1.). 
This machine was a Check Punch 
that actually "punched out" the numbers 


on checks. It is among the earliest 
machines patented and actually 
produced. It is believed to have had 


but Mike has seen at 
least ten specimens. All of which seem 
to work remarkably well though they 
were all over a hundred years old. 

Mike has a dilemma though, that 
perhaps one of our readers can help him 
with. The check punch that sold under 
the mame American Bank Punch was 
patented by J. N. of St. Paul, Minn. in 
1884. Mike suspects that this is John 
Newton Williams, the inventor of the 
very successful WILLIAMS TYPEWRITER. 
The problem is that the J. N. Williams 


limited success, 


a Centennial S & G (Cont'd.) 

collection of typewriters, is known to you and to 
whom you recently sent a Sholes & Glidden 
typewriter, has asked me to write you concerning 
this particular specimen. The museum does not, 
under ordinary circumstances, wish to accept loans 
of specimens, but due to the importance of this 
particular specimen in making our collectian as 
complete as possible, we are going to make an 
exception in this instance. 

I wish, therefore, to advise you that in 
receiving this specimen for the Carl P, Dietz 
Typewriter Collection, it is understood and agreed 
between yourself and the museum that this isa 
loan subject to recall by yourself or by those 
whom you may authorize to recall it at some future 
time. 

We sincerely trust that you will want to 
leave this typewriter here for a very long time 
and that it may eventually become a permanent part 
of our collection. It isa very important link in 
the series and I am sure that since it is so rare 
you will eventually feel that you would like to 
know that it is placed somewhere where it will 
have the best possible care for all time. 

Meantime, however, we understand that this is 
a loan from you and is subject to recall. 

Trusting that this letter will serve as proper 
loan receipt from us to you, I remain 

Very truly yours, 
SA. ry jractor 








is known to have 
been from New York, not St. Paul, 
Minn., and was active in the typewriter 
field from around 1875 until about 
1891. 

To add to the mystery, another 
check punch of completely different 


of typewriter fame 


design (See Photo #2), but also 
identified as by The Williams Bank 
Punch “€o., sold an England, bot is 
labeled as having been made by "Peter 
Hooker". It is possible, of course, 
that Hooker was merely the 
manufacturer, producing the machine 


under a license from the inventor, but 
it would be nice to know for sure. 

Does anyone out there have and 
clues that might help to solve these 
mysteries? If so, please contact Mike 
Brown at Steck Typewriter Service, 3526 
Cottman Avenue, Phila., PA 19149-1606. 


A final letter was sent by Mrs. Johnson 
to Mr. Dietz a few days latter.... 


Albert Lea, Minn. 
March 20- '37. 
Mr. Carl P. Dietz;- 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


My Dear Sir;- 

The photographs which you sent, arrived in 
perfect condition, and I am mich pleased to have 
them. These scenes, so depicted, no doubt add 
considerably to the interest of the display. I 
hope some day to give myself the Pleasure of 
seeing your fine collection. 

I was well satisfied with Mr. Barrett's 
letter, as it was just what I wanted. I am glad 
matters have been satisfactorily arranged. 

Thanking you for the photographs, and for your 
trouble, I am, 
Sincerely Yours, 
Mrs. Jos. H. Johnson 


One has to wonder what the final 
outcome of this drama was. Did the family 
eventually recall their loan? Or is the 


Hibbs machine still a part of the Dietz 
collection? If it is, one has to wonder 


if it is on display, or stored away with 
Heha rack Ar Fhia nal I AAT sas CAIN aA 








SEEK, SELL, SWAP 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden) OLIVER #9, best 
offer. Mrs. Elisabeth S. 
O'Brien, 16 Runnemede Ave., 
Lansdowne, PA 19050. (215) 
622-0771. 

FOR SALE 
Aangeboden) 1930's vintage 
Royal portable with "very 
unusual Art Deco typeface". 
Make offer. Fred Partleton, 
3945 Lost Creek Drive, Dallas, 
TX 75224. 


(Verkauft, 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden) : CORONA Standard 
portable w/case. Mrs. Nancy 
Souilliard, 1728 Butz Rd., 


Breinigsville, PA 18031. 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden) AMERICAN INDEX 
typewriter. Nameplate decal 


is obscured, and rubber type- 
band is missing as is common 


with these. Best offer. 
Contact Tom FitzGerald. (215) 
232-0326. 

FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden) LAMBERT #1 
w/square top wooden case, 
ser.#5003. Good condition. 
HALL #2 (National-Boston 
Model) Ser.#9973. Gd. Con. 
THE FRANKLIN Ser. #5025. A 
good parts machine, 99% 
complete. AMERICAN INDEX, 
complete but w/ worn 
nameplate. Anthony Casillo, 


325 Nassau Blvd., Garden City 
South, NY 11530. (D) (516) 
489-8300, (E) (516) 742-4919. 

FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden) DICTAPHONE shaving 
machine, Model _ S, Type 7, 
Mfgd. 1912. Jeeanne Veran, 
Suite 45, 621 Park City 
Center, Lancaster, PA 17601. 
(717) 394-3502 (evenings). 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden): REMINGTON No.10, 
w/table. Herman, 540 Ridge St. 
#8, Emmaus, PA 18049-2442. 

FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden): HAMMOND 12 
varitype typewriter w/fonts and 
keyboard cards for English and 
Russian. Gordon Weaver, 2018 
W. Sunset Drive, Stillwater, OK 
74074. 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden) SIMPLEX dial 
typewriter, 4-3/4" x 8" 


overall, REMIE SCOUT model. 
Lauer House Collectibles, 3030 
Carlisle Rd., Dover, PA 17315. 
(717) 764-1371. 

FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden) HAMMOND Multi-plex 
portable in "prime" 
condition.Alexander Kaiser, 27 
Pickwick Terrace, Rockville 
Centre, NY 11570, (516) 766- 
7628. 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden) IBM Executive 
dictation equipment, 
including- portable unit. 


Roselle B. Kern, 8386 Apple 


Orchard Rd., Spring Hill, FL 
34608. 


FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden) MOVING! MUST 
SELL! AMERICAN Mod. 8, 
w/case. CORONA folding, 
w/case. THE OLIVER #9, with 
base and metal cover. MONROE 


Educator calculator w/ leather 


covered case. Edwin J. 
Paquette, 49 Viets St., New 
London, CT 06320. (203) 442- 
3219. 

FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden). U.S. CHECK PUNCH 
MACHINE. Marked "Dec. 8, 
1891". A beauty in a solid 
oak case. $200 plus $10 
shipping. Ed Hirsch, 1683 
Stewart Ave., New Hyde Park, 
NY 11040. Phone (516) 354- 
4486 (Eves.) 


WANTED (Sucht, Gevaargd): The 
following machines, all with 
carbon ribbon attach-ments: 
ROYALS from the KH or KHM to 
the 470. Especially KHM, KMM, 
KMG, HH, FP and 440. 
REMINGTON Model 17 and KMC. 
OLYMNPIA SG-l and SG-3. 


WOODSTOCK and RG. ALLEN. 
TORPEDO (Blue Bird, etc.) 
DYNACORD. OLIVETTI. Don 


Jones, 2312 Calle de Suenos, 
Las Cruces, NM 8s8s00l. 

WANTED (Sucht, Gevaargd) : 
TYPEWRITER RIBBON TINS. 
Please send description, photo 


copy, or actual tins on 
approval. Will trade. Ken 
Stephens, 12 Lloyd Ave, 

Florence, KY 41042. (606) 

372-5907... 

WANTED (Sucht, Gevaargd): 


JACKSON TYPEWRITER CATALOG 

By University Press, 1899. 
Contact Vince Mancuso, 43-20 
167th St., Flushing, NY 11358. 
Information about same will be 
helpful. 


AROUND THE 


NETWORK 





We received quite a lot of 
mail from those of you who 


were able to attend 
Auction/Expo "93 in Kansas 
City. I would like to share 
some of the comments with 
Yous << 

"Let me gay again how much I 
enjoyed the convention. It 


was really enjoyable to meet 
you in person and finally be 
able to put faces with all the 


names. It certainly was a 
great social outing and 
provided a wealth of 


information, not to mention 
some excellent bargains at the 
auction. 

Please be assured that all 
your hard work to make the 
convention a reality is 
greatly appreciated. Here's 
looking forward to the next 
one. Ken Gladstone." 

"You did a wonderful job in 


putting together the Kansas 
City typewriter collector's 
show and you deserve great 


LUTE = ates en 


credit for having worked so 
hard and so long. 

Thank you s0 very much for 
doing this. You deserve our 
everlasting gratitude for all 


you did. Donald Hoke." 

"Thanks for a great time. vy 
hope that we can all get 
together again sometime. Tony 
Casillo, Garden City South, 
NY. 

"Thank you for the rush 
mailing on the auction 
catalog. You did a first 


class job on it and there is a 
great selection. Jim Rauen 
"Thank you and your family so 
very much for doing so much to 
make the gathering in Kansas 
City possible. WE HAD SUCH A 
GOOD TIME! The Embassy Suites 
were wonderful and it made 
talking with other collectors 
go easy and enjoyable. 


Thank you again for your 
generous gift of time that 
made this experience f-fe) 
enjoyable. Your young people 
were marvelous and we 
appreciated their time and 
talent. 


You were delightful and I do 
hope that you will continue to 
write your great newsletter 
and be a guiding light for our 


happy habit of collecting. 
Bileen Cain, Lake Almanor, 
CA.2 
LOST 
At K.C. Auction 

One ribbon spool 
cover from the Sholes 
Visible. Delicate 
looking, black with 
three spokes in the 
top and a gold star- 
like shape in the 
center. 

It could have been 
mixed with other 
wrap-pings or boxes 
since many of the 
materials were used 
for reship-ping from 
NOMDA. If this item 
turned up with your 
machine please 
contact Jim Rauen, 
6937 Glenview Drive, 
San Jose, CA 95120. 
(408) 268-2943. 


Thank you. 





Antique Typewriter Repair 


John Lewis Sr repairs 
antique typewriters and 
Edison cylinder players. 


Any thing from minor repair, 
chemical cleaning and adjust, 


to major rebuilding and 
parts research. 
4805 Menaul N.E. 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87110 
Days (505) 884-0600 
Eve. 281-2390 
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Part 2 


of a 2 part 
series - The story 
of Abner Peeler.. We know from the photograph which 
appeared in part one of this article 
that Abner Peeler did produce at least 


one typewriter other than the one he 
Above: Four patents granted to patented in 1866. 


Abner Peeler, @ country gunsmith, We have established, by studying the 


locksmith, eto CEnatee- Several patent, that his 1866 patented machine 
other inventions teh de never owas something more than an oddity, and 
patented because the inventor was in fact was the first of the "linked- 
too poor. pointer" type machines that were later 





Continued on page 3 
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If you've guessed that the machine 
pictured above is some kind of hybrid 
Edison Typewriter you are 100% correct. 
If you have a copy of the Collector's 
Guide to Antique Typewriters, turn to 
page 125. At the middle of the left 
hand column there is a list of named 
typewriters of which little was known 
when the article was first written in 


LOZ Si Oddly enough, many of these 
unknown machines have since been 
discovered and identified by 


collector's in recent years. To name a 
few, there are the Travis, the Burns, 
the American Standard, McLaughlin, the 
Crary, the Menier, the Burnett,...And 
now EDISON for the BLIND. 


The Edison for the Blind in the above 
photos was developed between 1893 and 
1894 by the Reverend W. G. Todd, the 
Superintendent of the Kansas State 
Institution for the Education of the 
Blind. The Rev. Todd was determined to 
see if there wasn't an inexpensive 
typewriter available that could be 
easily modified for use by the blind, 
and still be sold at a modest price. 
His goal was that such a machine be 
capable of turning out finished work 
that could be easily read by the people 
with normal sight. He was hopeful that 


with such a machine the blind would be 
self-supporting once they left the 
special 


sheltered life of their 








schools. For once they left such 


schools, 95% of their social and 
business correspondence would be with 
sighted persons, rather than sightless. 


Some such schools did teach typing, but 
on the big, expensive machines which 
usually cost $100 or more, entirely 
unmindful of the fact that 98% of their 
graduates could not afford to buy such 
a machine, let alone keep it in repair. 
Other schools went to the other 
extreme, using the cheaper machines, 
some of which were nothing more. than 
toys, and all exceedingly slow. All of 
these used ink from a moistened pad, a 
contrivance difficult and messy for a 
sighted person, and a near 
impossibility for the blind. 





Continued on page 7 
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produced under various names including 
HALL, and MIGNON. 


We have located and identified several 
of the patents of which he _ wrote, 
including the Sewing Machine Shuttle of 
1875, and the Air Brush of 1882. 


We have also established that there 
were in fact other inventions that he 


did not mention in his letter. One is 
the Roller Skate that was patented in 
1883. Another is the pair of Ice 


Skates that he made from iron files, 
and which are in the collection of the 
Fort Dodge Historical Foundation. No 
patent exists for these skates. 


Having established these "facts" lets 
examine some of the other claims made 
by Mr. Peeler: 


"In the winter of '58 and '59 I made 
one with the type in an 8 inch circle 
striking down..." 


Malling Hansen's "Schreibkugel" or 
Writing Sphere is believed to be the 
first "downstrike" machine, and it 


might be described as similar to that 
written of by Peeler. However, 
Hansen's machine is attributed to a 
date of 1872, thirteen or fourteen 
years later than that which Peeler 
claims 





"IT made the wheel machine the same 
summer. [1859] "In '69 I invented the 
band." 


While I cannot venture a guess as to 
what a "band" might be, there were at 
least two machines’ that could be 
described as "wheel machines" that did 
in fact predate Abner's 1859 claim. 
One was the Jones patent of 1852. The 
other was the Cooper patent of 1856. 
Could either of these have been the 
machine he referred to when he wrote; 
"When I got there I found it had been 
patented and the inventor sold it for 


$4,000."? Continued on page 6 
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Abner Peeler was born in Hamilton, Illinois in 
1836. His father, also Abner, was a preacher and 
school teacher who settled in the Fort Dodge area 
around 1845. 

Abner himself, remained in the same general area 
most of his life, teaching school occasionally, but 
for the most part earning his living as a clock, gun. 
and lock smith. 

He served in the army for a time (probably during 
the civil war) having enlisted as a “musician” in E 
Company, 14th Infantry. 

Toward the end of the war he married Rachel 
Permelia Walters on September 25, 1864. They 
bore several children, only four of whom are 
known by name. Della M., the eldest was bom in 
1866, John M. in 1868, Charles (birth year 
unknown), and William R. at around 1884. 

Peelers death is another mystery. It having been 
reported by the Lehigh Valley Argus as having 
occurred on August 11, 1896, by the Fort Dodge 
Messenger on November 8, 1895, and by yet 
another newspaper as November 2, 1896. 








OPERATING LEVER—William Ross Peeler demon- 
strates typewriter invented by father 103 years 
ago. It is believed to be oldest existing typewriter. 
[Photo and caption from 1969 newspaper article] 
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Mother of all 
Secretaries 


National Secretaries week is 
celebrated this month in business 
offices across the country. This is 
the day the boss is supposed to honor 
his/her most cherished assistant with 
flowers, candy, maybe even lunch at 
that super restaurant across town. 
This is the day to say thanks to that 
special clerk, typist, gal Friday, 
Secretary, or administrative assistant. 
Or do ‘you ‘still call her/him a 
phonographer, or a typewriter? In any 
event this is the official time to say 
thanks! 


In honor of this occasion I offer 
the following article reprinted from 
the February, 1905 edition of fTHE 
REMINGTON BUDGET.... 


MRS.M. A. SAUNDERS. 


The month of January was marked 
by an event of far more than passing 
interest not only to ourselves but also 
to the general public. This was the 
presentation of a gold watch by our 
Company to Mrs., M. A. Saunders, the 
Pioneer lady typist, on the occasion of 
the completion by her thirty years as 
an operator of the writing machine. 
The watch bears the inscription "1875- 
1905. To the Pioneer Operator. From 
the Pioneer Manufacturer." The gift 
was accompanied by the following 
letter: 


January 17, 1905 
Mrs. M. A. Saunders, 125 West 115th St., New 
York. 


Dear Mrs. Saunders: This being the thirtieth 
anniversary of the day upon which you took up 
the operation of the typewriter as a means of 
livelihood, and being the pioneer of your sex 
in that occupation, we avail ourselves of the 
occasion to extend our felicitations, and beg 
that you will accept the accompanying gift as a 
souvenir of thirty years of harmonious 
relations, and in token of the bond which has 
united your career and ours. 

To have had a hand in the inception and 
development of a dignified, agreeable, and 
remunerative career for women, whose work has 
revolutionized business methods the world over, 
and which yields to your sex an aggregate 
income of hundreds of millions annually, must 
be to you a source of great gratification, as 
it is also to us. 


——————S—— SSS 


(Mrs.) Mary A. Saunders 





With renewed expressions of our high 
personal regard, 


Yours very cordially, 
Remington Typewriter Company, 
J. F. McClain, 
Secretary and General Manager 


To this letter Mrs. Saunders 
replied as follows: 


New York, January 17, 1905 


Remington Typewriter Company-- 

Mr. John F. McClain, Secretary and 
General Manager. 

Dear Mr. McClain: I am in receipt of 
your kind favor of even date, together with the 
beautiful gift which you, as the representative 
of you company, have so kindly given me in 
honor of the thirtieth anniversary of the day 
upon which I first took up the occupation of 
typewriting, and in which I have been able to 
make a splendid living for myself, and for 
fifteen years for my only child, a daughter. 

I shall prize this beautiful gift very 
highly, and shall always recall my association 
with the Remington Typewriter Company with a 
great deal of pleasure. 

In looking back upon my past life for 
thirty years, I fully realize the advantages 
offer to self-supporting women through the 
medium of the typewriter, and am gratified to 
know that’ so many of my sex are able to follow 
along in the same pleasant paths that it has 
been my good fortune to tread. 

Again thanking you for your beautiful 
reminder of the day, I remain, 

Most sincerely yours, 
(Mrs.) Mary A. Saunders. 


Continued on page 7 
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Coriectex John Hoffman of Amherst, NH, sent 
along the following two items of interest. He 
writes: "In one, the computer is seen as confusing 
prose utterances. In the other, earlier one, the 
typewriter itself is seen as the ruination of good 
English prose. I rather think that Mr. Lovecraft 
has a supportable case there. He is the same Lover 
craft whose tales of the supernatural and macabre 
make Stephen King's stories look like the advent- 
ures of Peter Rabbit from the pen of Beatrix 
Potter." 


Dateline 1992...... 
Harvard Magazine). 


In reading long articles these days, I same- 
times find that the text jumps around in a 
strangely staccato way, and I wonder if that's 
because the author has not done the traditional 


Writing on a Computer (from 





cut-and-paste job, shuffling the text around after 
laying it out on the dining-room table, and 
instead has scrolled it back and forth on the 
computer, tucking bits in here and there. Simil- 
arly, I sametimes notice, in talking to editors 
(not of Harvard Magazine) about long pieces of my 
own, that they are working off computer displays 
and thus can't survey the whole text at once. 
Editors are pressed for time and prefer to leave 
text in the computer, where it can be manipulated 
easily...but crudely. As a result, the reasoning 
doesn't flow smoothly. 

Incidentally, a January 1990 study by a 
University of Delaware researcher in Academic 
Computing reports that college students using IBM 
computers wrote on more serious subjects, and in 
more interesting and complicated ways, than those 
using Macintosh camputers. Curious: There may bea 
general rule in human affairs that the easier it 
becomes to do samething, the worse it's done. 


Dateline March 1930... (fram Selected Letters of 
Howard Phillip Lovecraft, Vol. III) 


In a letter to his friend Maurice W. Moe, 
author Howard Phillip Lovecraft wrote this about 
his abhorrent aversion to the use of a typewrit- 
er for serious literary work: 


"jock allude to the use of the typewriter in the 
original composition of manuscripts; a practice 
which not only discourages good workmanship 


Two Points of View on That 


New Fangled Machine.... 


through its umdue noise, and division to the 
attention, but which insidiously tempts a writer 
to condone hasty crudities in rhythm on account of 
the extreme difficulty of making adequate inter- 
lineations, corrections, and recastings in the 
sentences of the rough draught. No writer ought 


ever to consider a rapidly written sentence as a 
finished product. It may be that four or five 
verbal transportations will be needed to produce 
the desired effect; or that wholesale substitu- 
tions of words of diverse length - often demanding 
still further textural changes for their perfect 
accommodation - will have to be effected. These 
needs may be obvious at once, or not until some 
later passage brings out the asymmetrical quality 
of the first-evolved version. In any case an 
artistically conceived prose manuscript must be in 
a perpetual state of flux; with unlimited oppor- 
tunities for every kind of shifting, interpolation 
and minute remodelling, and with no sentence or 


paragraph accepted more than tentatively until the 


cease 


ie 


YOU SIMPLY TOUCH THE KEYS. 





very last word is set down. Now it is clearly 
impossible to adhere to this standard of ultimate 
perfection at any cost, unless the writer is able 
to correct and re-correct his manuscript with the 
utmost thoroughness and intricacy - adding here, 
striking out there, substituting here, transposing 
there; and now and then transforming whole pass- 
ages of varying length by recasting operations 
which. involve the sacrifice of all the original 
wording and the substitution of a differently-cast 
paraphrase. Om aéé hand-written manuscript this 
process is easily managed through finely-written 
interlineation, marginal insertions, etc., etc. - 
but when one tries it with a typewriter a vast 
number of difficulties arise. “Mly a limited 
amount of the correction can be done by the 
machine itself, even when triple-spacing is used; 
yet the trouble of removing and reinserting the 
sheet acts as a deterrent to the proper hand- 
correction - which of course must be made whilst 
the creative impulse is fresh, and not postponed 
till the completion of the page. In other words, 
no decent prose - or rather, no prose of permanent 
rhythmical value - can be produced except on a 
sheet which can at any moment be subjected to 
instant emendatton, in any degree of extensiveness 
tn any of tts parts whatsoever; a set of condi- 





Continued on page 8 
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NEW.. NEW... NEW 
PUBLICATIONS 


There are several new publications of 
interest to office antiquities 
collectors, but these three are the 
best of the lot. 


First is Hobbie VanDeusen's wonderful 
new newsletter for those of us who 
collect typewriter ribbon tins. Ets 
title, RIBBON TIN NEWS, while not 
terribly original, Hct nonetheless 
concise and to the point. But, the 
most amazing thing about this 
newsletter is that Hobbie very 
generously produces several pages in 


full color so that the reader knows 
exactly what each particular tin looks 
like. 


Full color printing is expensive so 
this is obviously a labor of love on 
Mr. VanDeusen's part. He feels that 


since color is such an important part 
of tin collecting, to publish in black 
and white just would not do the subject 
justice. 


Now you can quickly become an expert in 
this wonderfully colorful collector 
field that so nicely accents all those 
big hulking machines that gather dust 


so nicely. Write to Hobart D. Van 
Deusen, Editor, 28 The Green, 
Watertown, CT 06795. 

Or call him at (203) 945-3456. 

Next are two booklets published by 


German collector, Peter Maslowski and 
available directly from the publisher. 


These are titled SCHREIBMASCHINEN 
PREISLISTE (Typewriter Price List), 
and RECHENMASCHINEN PREISLISTE 
(Calculator Price List), respectively. 


Don't let the German titles throw you. 
Actually both books are quite easy to 


read. The prices of course are in 
Deutchmarks, but conversion to U.S. 
dollars is simple. I would suggest 


reducing the prices by about 25% to 
adjust for the difference between the 
German and American market prices. 
The Typewriter Price Guide is 60 pages 
itemizing 2439 separate sales, while 
The Calculator Price Guide contains 40 
pages listing 1719 actual sales. 
Calculator Ppd. $15 
Typewriter Ppd. $18 





Both only $30 
Your initial subscription ($20 a year, write to: peter Maslowski 
Ppd.) includes a three ring loose leaf Dall-Armistr. 23 a 
binder to contain your issues as they 80638 Munchen 19 
are released. GERMANY 
oof future of gold Cont'd. hammerless shotgun, and a _ printing 
press. 
There were many other claimed y ; 
inventions for Abner Peeler, but these While these claims might be 
claims were made by others, not by Conceivable, none are substantiated by 
Abner Peeler himself. patents, photos, actual specimens, or 
other evidence, and thus cannot be 
Some of the claims made by family confirmed. However there is no doubt 
members and local historians were that that Mr. Peeler was a legitimate and 


Peeler: 


age Invented 
typewriter which was stolen by a firm 
who soon afterward disposed of it to 
the Remington Arms Co. 


the very first 


ie Had been cheated by 
Patent Office and 
Patent for a typewriter. 


Eheor USS. 
refused a 


Bie Tried to patent a powerful 
gun, but which was 
the Us. Sz government 
would have been lethal had 
into the wrong hands. 


air 
confiscated by 
because it 

Zt fallen 


4. Invented a 
machine, a 


bicycle, a 
weaving 


sewing 
machine, a 


prolific inventor, nor that he made a 
real contribution to the evolution of 
one of the great inventions of the 20th 
century. 


Abner Peeler died in 1895 or '96, just 
a few short years after he responded to 
Mrs. Heppler's letter. He died a poor 
man, never having found his "future go 
full of gold and diamonds..." 


EDITOR'S NOTE: While Abner Peeler 
never found his "future so full of 
gold, etc." someone else has...While 


writing this article I was contacted by 
a gentleman who has Peeler's machine in 
his possession, along with a treasure 
trove of original papers. More on this 
soon. 





WHATS ' IT cont'd. 


Mr. Todd tested all the inexpensive 
typewriters, looking for one that was 
Simple, durable, and inexpensive, and’ 
if at all possible, one in which the 
inking was done by ribbon. Eventually 
he came across the latest product of 
the A. B. Dick Company, the Edison 
Typewriter. The company manufactured 
and marketed the Edison Duplicator, an 
early form of office copier, which was 
actually an invention of the great 
Wizard of Menlo Park. Their typewriter 
on the other hand was not one of Mr. 


Edison's inventions. But, they 
capitalized on the name, presumably 
with Mr. Edison's permission, and 


marketed it as a machine specifically 
designed for cutting the stencils 
required for their Duplicator. What 
Mr. Todd found was a machine made for 
durability and strength, and with the 
exactness necessary for the cutting of 
stencils. With this solidly built, 
totally portable little machine, of 
modest cost, Mr. Todd knew he had just 
the machine he needed for his 
experiment. 

The major modification Mr. Todd made 
was to eliminate the curved letter 
index mounted on the base of the 
machine and replace it with twenty six 
cast aluminum keys, each with raised 
letters arranged in two rows. As 
modified, the machine is now a type-bar 
machine, and was said to be so 
constructed as to insure perfect 
alignment for a life time. The 
keyboard is stationary, covering an arc 
of about eight and a quarter inches: 
the twenty six keys represent capitals, 
small letters, numerals and punctuation 
marks, - 72 characters in all, in the 
order they stand on the type wheel. 
Beneath, and extending in front of the 
keyboard is a revolving frame, moving 
over the entire arc of the keyboard, 
covering in its passage every letter 
and character. Attached to this 
movable frame are three pointers, and 
when a certain letter is to be made, 
the key bearing it is depressed, the 
required pointer is moved from left to 
right until the lug behind it strikes 
the key: then the printing lever on 
the left is struck with the left hand, 
and an impression hammer thrown up 
against the under side of a type 
corresponding with the letter selected. 
The key and printing lever are then 
released at the same moment, and the 
carriage moves on the next space. 
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The selection of small, or capital 
letters, or figures and punctuation 
marks, is determined by one of the 
three pointers on the revolving frame, 
exactly as on the standard unmodified 
version of the Edison. 


Mr. Todd declared his "Improved" Edison 
a success, in that it provided an 
inexpensive, efficient and extremely 
durable typewriter for the blind as 
well as for the sighted. He reported 
that the blind students in the Kansas 
Institution were now readily writing 
letters to their friends that would be 
a credit to any stenographer on any 
"Standard" typewriter. He further 
claimed that the annual cost of using 
the machine, including its initial 
cost, interest on the cost, annual 
repairs and ribbons, was less than one- 
tenth of that of any other writing 
machines up to that time. 


The Reverend Todd offered to furnish 
the machine to schools for the blind, 
in lots of ten or more, for $30.00, and 
to individuals for $40.00. 


The machine shown in the accompanying 
photographs can be seen at the Museum 
of The American Printing House For The 
Bind, ainc., Carol -B. “Tobe; Curator. 
The museum will be opening in October. 
For more information contact Ms. Tobe 
at the museum located at 1829 Frankfort 
Avenue, P.O. Box 6389, Louisville, KY 
40206-0389, or call (502) 895-2405 





Mother of all cont'd. 


When we consider the army of 
women who to-day owe their living to 
shorthand and stenography and how 
comparatively few were the 
opportunities for self-support open to 
the sex prior to the advent of the 
typewriter, it will be seen at once 
that Mrs.Saunders, as the Pioneer lady 
typist, occupies a position of the most 
unique and enviable distinction. The 


occasion has received wide notice not 
only from the stenographic but also 
from the general press. 


[The writer of the above article saw fit to refer to Ms 
Saunders in sexist terms no less than a half dozen 
times, had he done so in these times of political 
correctness, he would have heard from her lawyer in 
the morning.] 
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BUY, SELL, SWAP 


; FOR SALE 
FOR SALE (Verkauft, Aangeboden) : 
Aangeboden) : WILLIAMS No.4. Vertical adder, 


OLIVER No. 5S. 


Best offer. Barbara Barmore, 





FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Aangeboden): BIJOU TYPEWRITER, 
(Verkauft, serial No. 15223, good 
REMINGTON condition, needs ribbon. Best 


Model 21, offer. Susan M. Hopp, RR l, 
Robert N. Box 1708, Lewis Creek Road, 


P>O> Box 78, Dewittville, Ny Sherwood, 65 P£ohl Pl., Charlotte, VT 05445. 

14728. Williamsville, NY 14221. FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
FOR SALE (Verkauft, FOR SALE (Verkauft, Aangeboden) : REMINGTON 
Aangeboden) : CORONA No. 4, Aangeboden): ROYAL STANDARD, poRTABLE, Mo.1l. Michael kK. 


Includes operating instructions 


[Description sounds like an old Minton, 5580 Burkhardt Road, 


and warranty card. Row. flatbed No.1]. Wood base w/ Apt. #301, Dayton, OH 45431- 
Golata, 1676 Parker Blvd., metal cover. Steve Borbe, #1 92160. 

Tonawanda, NY, 14150. LaFayette Ave., Palmerton, PA for SALE (Verkauft, 
FOR SALE (Verkauft, 18071. Aangeboden): REMINGTON No. 12. 
Bangeboden): Hammond Multiplex FOR SALE (Verkauft, Louise Portl, 202 Rossler Ave., 
w/wood cover, instruction Aangeboden) : WILLIAMS puffalo, NY 14206. 

manual, and supplies catalog, TYPEWRITER, good condition, ; 

all in perfect condition. meeds cleaning. Mrs JoAnn FOR SALE (Verkauft, 
Includes metal roll top desk Nemeth, 568 Longacre Drive, Aangeboden): OLIVER No.9, 
with wood sides in which Cherryville, PA 18035. w/London address imprint "75 


machine sits, Mfg. by UHL 
Artsteel Furniture. Ruth Ann . 
Long, 700 St. Anthony, Godfrey, Raymond Drive, 
ILL, 62035. 23666. 


BLAST THIS conva. 


tions which cannot be met on the typewriter. Of 
course, it is possible that occasional typed 
Products - casual letters, and so on - of persons 
with. an already-in-planted rhythm-sense may acci- 
dentally achieve a fair grade of harmoniousness; 
just as an accomplished musician's idle strumming 
of piano keys may produce a chance bar of fair 
quality. But in this case the merit will be due 
to a long previous saturation with good melody and 
cadence, such as can be obtained only through 
habits of deliberate, fastidious, and constantly- 
amended longhand composition. Only the generation 
of writers brought up on cautious pen and ink 
methods can have any chance of clicking out pass- 
able rhythm on a typewriter. This is indeed 
already sadly obvious =- for the newest crop of 
adults contains from fifty to seventy-five percent 
of lifelong typewriter addicts whose tempo and 
mechanically imposed limitations can be readily 
traced in short jerky sentences, staccato near- 
rhythms, and an utter ignoring of periodic beats 
and modulations in favour of ideas and images 
presented by direct intellection and without the 
aid of sound-appeal. These people often show a 
perfect natural sense of rhythm when they write in 
verse and are obliged to keep the prosodick. ele-- 
ment paramount; but when they turn to prose, the 
discouraging effect of their mechanical incubus 
arows too much for them, and they soon succumb to 
the deadening staccato and careless structure 
inevitable in not-easily-corrected and over- 
speeded writing. This is my constant quarrel with. 
Belknap and LIoveman — both splended poets, yet 
each with characteristick limitations in prose 
which proceed from a one hundred percent and life- 
long use of the machine. If I had a son I would 
not let him see a typewriter till he had formed a 
natural and rhythmical prose style of such 
strength and persistence as to be beyond harm fram 
any source. I myself would no more think of comn- 
posing any original work on the typewriter, than 
I would think of composing it in a printing office 
with galley and type-case or linotype machine. 
The only stuff I have ever clicked off in rough- 
draught has been the casual Kleicamolo and travel- 


FOR SALE REMINGTON 10, and old Queen Victoria Street, London, 
UNDERWOOD. M.e. 


Alalona, 855 


Matteson, 17 £E.C." Paul B. 
Jackson, CA 


Hampton, VA Argonaut Drive, 
95642. 


ogue material - not destined for print, and 
requiring carbon copies. I"1ll wager ycu can see 
the inferiority in style of this over my other 
writing - and you can well imagine how much. worse 
it would be if I had never formed and practiced 
any other habits of composition. Here, then, is 
the great cause of the contemporary decline in 
prose rhythm. It is not so much that the young 
writers spend their nights amidst the bleat of 
jazzing saxophones and the jangle of syncopated 
cowbells, as that they approach their tasks with a 
tool which yi peta instead of serving them..... 
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“REMOVE « te carne a ws = 
CLEAN = QIL zoe mctinn 
GLEAN emviste wet of tere = 
ADJUST keys out of alignment 
-REGULA 
ADJUST o2> keve that atice 
TIGHTEN — 
‘Msn sco REPAIRS 
FURNISH * =~ RIBBON 
COMPLETE $3. 00 = 


REGULAR PRICE $5.00 


LOUIS E. THOMAS 
1123 N. SLOAN STREET, PHILA, 


. (Near 40th and Girard *avenue) 
“TELEPHOKE # EVERGREEN 8475 


ADDING MACHINES = Dismantled, Cleaned, =~" 
_ Oiled, Plus New Ribbon. COMPLETE $2.00 


speed of machine — 


roller if paper slips 


SERVICE LINE CARD submitted by Mike Brown - date unknown. 
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by Tom FitzGerald 


Collector, Howard Levin of 
Tarzana, California is a pretty sharp 
guy who has some very pointed ideas 
about collecting. There is absolutely 
nothing dull about the man, he gets 
right to the point of the matter. 

As one of the premier pencil 
sharpener collectors, poor Howard has 
heard all these cliché's, and a whole 
lot more, but he's still very serious 
about his collection. 

Pencil sharpener inventors, like 
their cousins who spent their time 
inventing typewriters, found endless 
ways to achieve a seemingly simple 
mechanical objective. For the 
typewriter inventor the objective was 
to make a printed impression on a sheet 
of paper. For those who tinkered with 
pencil sharpeners, the objective was to 
keep their lead pencils sharpened. 
OOP'ts| there, T dad Ge, TF called it a 
"lead" pencil. Everyone knows there is 
no lead in a lead pencil...don't they. 
Well for your information, what we have 
been calling lead all these years is 
actually a composite of ground graphite 
(an alloy of carbon) and a binder of 
clay which permits "leads" to be made 
in a variety of hardnesses. This 
process was the invention of a 
Frenchman by the name of Conte in 1795. 
Conte must have been the media star of 
his day, since like Cher, Madonna, 
Prince, and now Roseanne, he doesn't 
seem to have had need more than one 
name. 

Earlier forms of pencils, 
consisting of simple sticks of solid 
aphite wrapped in string, paper, 
eepskin, and even wood, came into use 
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IN THIS ISSUE 


Sharpen Your Skills..... 
INO bcalG bdiy ein. cee ser~) <2 
Martin/Meyer Chronicles. 
Sharpen Your Skills..... 


PERFECT PuZZ1C sz o.0.6e:c00 era's 
Martin/Meyer Chronicles. 
NOt Exact, HELM ot sess 
Martin/Meyer Chronicles. 


Seek/Sel11/Swap 
Printing Museum for Blind. 





Left, The U.S. AUTOMATIC, an 
ornate version of its' country cousin, 
The JUMBO, pictured on the right. 


soon after the LATSe commercial 
graphite mine went into production in 
Borrowdale, England in the mid 16th 
century. The first illustration of one 
of these stylus type pencils appeared 
in a book on fossils by Konrad Gesner 
which was printed in 1565. 


The word "graphite" comes from 
the Greek word "graphein" which means 
"to write". The word 'pencil" on the 
other hand, comes from the Latin word 
'Pencillus" which means "small brush, 
or literally, “smal tail. 

But, let's get to the 
point...It’'s possible of course that 
one or two of those old solid graphite 
pencils might have found their way 
aboard the Mayflower when the pilgrims 
made their trek to the New world. 
Keeping them sharp may have been a 


Continued on page Four 











TWO \ gee 


Mike Brown of Philadelphia, who has a 
not too shabby collection of 
typewriters and checkwriters, also has 
one of the largest and finest 
collections of typewriter ribbon tins. 
We're talking of well over a thousand 
tins of every shape, size, color, and 
description. But, the one he wrote to 
me about isn't a tin, at all, in» fact 
there isn't one in his collection, nor 
in anyone else's either, we suspect. 
RE you study the accompanying 
advertisement you will see what looks 
more like a child's Jack-in-the-box, 
than a container for a typewriter 
ribbon. 

The ad which is for The Rogers' 
Patent Woven Edge Typewriter Ribbon 
[with gold tip, no less], makes all the 
usual claims for its products' quality 
and then backs the claims with "This is 
proven by the contract lately received 
from the INTERIOR DEPARTMENT, 
WASHINGTON, FOR 7,200 RIBBONS." 

Mike also uncovered more 
information on Rogers typewriter 
ribbons in an old Remington Rand house 
GEGAN. . ..< 

In the year 1868, Lebbeus H. 
Rogers on reaching his 21st birthday 
was made a member of a_ wholesale 
grocery firm in Cincinnati where he had 
been employed and celebrated the 
occasion by making a balloon ascension. 
He visited the Associated Press office 
where he saw Carbon Paper for the first 
time. He obtained several sheets, cut 
them to sizes of bills of lading, 
adapted Lt for making copies of 
correspondence...became the first man 
in the world to apply this 65-year-old 
product to business where it rightly 
belonged. 

By 1870 Rogers was convinced of 
the big field for Carbon Paper in 
business where it was still unknown. 
He resigned his position in Cincinnati 
and left for New York. Enroute he 
stopped at Washington, demonstrated his 
manifold books and closed a $1,500 
order from the War Department...the 
first time that Carbon Paper was ever 
used in a government office. He 
organized the firm of L.H.Rogers & Co., 
in New York and set out upon the 
discouraging task of converting 
business to his product which was 
entirely unknown. 


In those days Carbon Paper was 
made entirely by hand. A mixture of 
lampblack and lard was simply smeared 





- USE THE BEST. 
The Rogers’ Patent Woven Bige Typewriter Ribbon, 


Ts the only ribbon that has a ‘* Woven Edge” and is of an 
exact width the entire length, 
The Ribbon aud Gold Tip are patented. 
RIBBONS FOR ALL MACHINES, ALL COLORS. PRICE, $1.00 EACH, 
$9.00 PER DOZEN, 
A BOON TO THE OPERATOR. 
aha : These ribboos come 
put up io Nogers’ Reel 
Boxes (see cut), aud 
each end of tho 
ribbon is tipped with 
foil, so thal the flugers 
do not come in contact 
with the ribbons either 
ip putting it o9 or tak- 
fox it off the machine. 
This ribbon cun be put 
on in leas thas one 
third the time it takes 
to put on any other 
make. 
WILL OUTLAST 
ANY OTHER, 
The ribbon in made 
S specially for us (pat- 
F - ented) of the very best 
and strongest threads. 1t ix inked with improved machinery that so impresses 
the material into the ribboo that it will outlast any other. 
IT GIVES THE BEST RESULTS. ONCE USED, ALWAYS USED. 
* Ika copying and lastiog qualities are usexcelled, try one and be convinced. 
This is proven by the contract lataly received from the INTERIOR DEPART- 
“MENT, WASHINGTON, FOR 7,20 RIBBONS. 
THE ROGERS’ IMPROVED TYPEWRITER CARBON PAPER 
- Is xuperior to ail others. It is clean and gives @ clear, bright impression and 
Jastsalony time. Our carbon papers are in great demand aod give uniform 
satisfaction, We put them up in handsome wooden boxes (whict: may after- 
wards be used for other purjwoes if desired) holding 100 sheets (price. $2.75 per 
190), divided in four packages of twenty-ilve sheets each (price, 73 cents per 
package). Each packaxe ix wrapped in tlafoil, hermetically sealed, which pre- 
* serves the sheet indetiaitely (patented). This issomethiog new aud desirable, 
aad wheo once sewn will be appreciated. 


ROGERS’ MANIFOLD AND CARBON PAPER CO. , 


Batablinbed 150. 75 Maiden Lane, New York. 
Price-list furnisbed on application. Sample Ribbons or Carbou Sheets 
___ at on receipt of pricy, 


An early "Ribbon-in-a-box" advertisement. 


on tissue paper, usually by means of a 
Stick which had a piece of carpet 
tacked along one end. 

Meanwhile, it was Rogers, also 
who first saw the possibilities in 
writing carbon copies on the 
Typewriter. When the Sholes & Glidden 
Machine was being shown in New York 
City in 1872 by James Densmore, Rogers 
produced two sheets of Carbon Paper, 
arranged them in duplicate and 
triplicate and wrote three copies at 
once. 

Rogers followed through with 
equal thoroughness in the field of 
Typewriter Ribbons, producing the first 
Ribbons for Remington. The ribbons 
used on early models of the typewriter 
had been made by. hand. A piece of 
ribbon was purchased at a drygoods 
store, Saturated in a bowl of ink, 
allowed to dry and was then wound onto 
the spool of the machine. Rogers 
searched the world for cloth of 
suitable texture for these ribbons and 
was unsuccessful until he reached Carl 
Hinneberg & Son of Elberfeld, Germany. 
Rogers was the £ixrst to market 
Typewriter Ribbons wound on spools and 
packed in individual boxes. 


Continued on page Eight 
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In i921 Ernst Martin first published 
Die Schreibmaschine und Thre Entwick- 
lungsgeschichte (The Typewriter and Its 
Developmental History) and TEE has 
become the most important resource for 
typewriter historian's ever since. 
has been updated and republished 
several times, having reached its fifth 
edition in 1934. in 1949 “it =was 
revised and reissued, Our story will 
deal with this final reissue and the 
frustration the author suffered in 
trying to get it published in post war 
Germany. 

In 1925 Martin published a second 
book Die Rechenmaschinen (The 
Calculating Machines) and it too has 
become a classic text for historians 
and collectors. Fortunately for the 
English speaking world this book was 
recently translated and edited by Peggy 
Aldrich Kidwell and Michael Re 
Williams, published by Tomash 
Publishers of San Francisco, and 
printed by MIT Press of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, and London, England. 
Unfortunately, this is not true of his 
typewriter texts. 

Apparently very little is known 
about Ernst Martin, because Kidwell and 
Williams were not even aware that he 


and his publisher Johannes Meyer were 


one and the same person. In the 
Foreword of their book they had this to 
say: "Johannes Meyer, a publisher in 
the German city of Pappenheim, was well 
aware of the new interest in office 
machines and set out to give full 
credit to German contributions in this 
area. Several titles he distributed 
are mentioned by Martin." 


As poignant as the following stor 
is, I can not take credit for writing 
Tes It was written a long time ago, 
most of it by Johannes Meyer himself, 
as a series of letters, all of which 
sought to bring about the publication 
of his revised edition of his 
Typewriter book. 

In order to preserve the "flavor" of 
the original letters I have edited only| 
minimally, concentrating on  strike- 
Overs and typo's. The spelling and 
punctuation remains untouched. 

While I apologize for the _ smail 
type, it too is meant to preserve the 
"flavor" of the original material, as 
well as to facilitate the reproduction 
of as many of the original letters as 
possible in each of the next few issues 
of TypeEx. Tom FitzGerald 








THREE 


TIA 
Martin/ 
Meyer 
CHRONICLES 





Johannes Meyer, 
Pappenheim 
Bayern 


January 2nd 1947 


To the Military Gevernment 
forwarded through the Landrat 
Weissenburg. 


To the 
Landrat 
Weissenburg, Bayer 





Re: Licence for editing books on typewriters and other 
office machines. 


I herewith beg to remind you that I have not been licensed 
yet as author and editor of books on typewriters and 
calculating machines. 


With regard to the development of my business I beg to 
state the following: 


I started collecting items on writing machines in 1899 
already and continued to do so ever since. Up to 1902 I 
was working as clerk in Nuremberg, later on in Hildesheim, 
Hannover, Hamburg and in 1906 I went to Paris, France, 
where I met Albert Navarre, at that time the French expert 
in writing machines. I enduced him to found a trade paper 
similar to the German Schreibmaschinen-Zeitung for which I 
occasionally wrote small articles. For this new French 
revue I was working in London 1908-1913, afterwards in 
Switzerland. My chief occupation was then the collecting 
of advertisements for it. I continued this work here in 
Germany up to 1940. Besides, in 1920 I began to write and 
publishe the History of the Writing machine (Die 
Schreibmaschine und ihre Entwicklungsgeschichte). In 
October 1923 Typewriter Topics in New York wrote about my 
first edition: 


2- 


“What is undoubtedly the most serious and praiseworthy 
attempt was by Ernest Martin, of Germany, who published 
in 1920 a very exhaustive description in book form of 
many different makes and models. By text and illustra- 
tion he qualifies as a typewriter historian of first 
rank and by the addition of another volume just 
published covering products introduced since the period 
embraced by the initial volume he strengthens his posi- 
tion as an authority on writing machines." 


If you wish to see the original copy of this publication 
please let me know. 


Alderman Carl P. Dietz, Milwaukee, the founder and director 
of the biggest typewriter collection in the world wrote on 
January 23 1937 to the editor: 


"We had a little correspondence a year or more ago when 
you wrote me about your book "Die Schreibmaschine und 
ihre Entwicklungsgeschichte". I wrote you that I would 
secure one of these books, which I did and found it to 
be the most exhaustive work on the subject. It seems 

} 1 Vitec } ; ; 
preparation sc" 


The original letter of Aldermann Dietz will be forwarded to 
you on demand. During the last two years the contents of 
the book was entirely revised for the second time and it is 
now ready for being printed. But to print I need the said 
permit to be able to get zinc for etchings and printing 
paper. 


[Caricature at top of page is from a personalized 


TOnanNS Sliema! Continued on Page Six 
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SHARPEN YOUR SKILLS 


little less possible though, since the 
first pencil sharpener would not be 
patented for another 235 years. Of 
course that may not have mattered since 
its doubtful many, if any, Of “the 
pilgrims could write since most were 
common folk coming from a place and 
time where only the most genteel were 
literate. Hey, that's why they had 
scribes, dintcha know? Though a pencil 
might have found its way aboard the 
Mayflower, the Pilgrim's would have had 
to resort to whittling a new point with 
a carving knife, and who knows what 
that would have done to the flavor of 
the first Thanksgiving turkey, not to 
mention neighborly relations with the 
natives. 

Howard supplied me with all of 
the photo's, drawings, and material for 


this article, including some great 
little tidbits of pencil sharpener 
trivia. For instance, did you know 


that rotary pencil sharpeners were 
outlawed in Britain during World War II 
because they wasted scarce materials 
needed for the war effort? Or ‘this, 
from the December 20th, 1913 edition of 
Scientific American: "The auditor of a 
large railway system, an enthusiastic 
user of pencil sharpeners for his 120 
clerks, somewhat humorously estimates 
the saving of time on each pencil as 10 
minutes, divided as follows: Borrowing 
neighbor's knife, 2 minutes; sharpening 
pencil, 3 minutes; washing hands on 
company's time, 5 minutes." 

An advertisement in a 1915 
publication offered school teachers a 
$2.00 New Era Self Sharpening Pencil 
Sharpener for FREE! All teacher needed 
to do was order 4 dozen Johann Faber 
pencils, no money down. Teacher was 
then to have her pupils sell (or 


presumably buy) the pencils at five 
cents apiece. The $2.40 collected was 
then to be forwarded to the company, 
and they in turn would ship the pencil 
sharpener without delay. This same New 
Era pencil sharpener is ome Howard 
would welcome to his collection today. 
He might even be willing to throw in 3 
dozen pencils at no cost. 

The first simple patents 
encouraged other inventors and 
tinkerers, and before long there was a 
Steady flow of new patents coming out 
of Washington. Some better than 
others, some downright strange, but all 
did sharpen pencils. One writer 
recently reported that there were about 


Above left: The HANDY, 
a knife blade type sharpener. 


a thousand different, known types. The 
following is a brief chronology of the 
industry milestones: 

1855 - On April 17th, Walter K. Foster 
was granted the first known patent for 
a pencil sharpener. 

1858 - Hyman Lipman of Philadeiphia 
was issued a patent for the most 
Significant improvement to the pencil 
Since Conte's 1795 development of soft 
"leads". Lipman attached a. rubber 
eraser to opposite end of the pencil. 
Sort of an earlier version of the "self 


correction" feature on modern 
typewriters. 
1866 - A hand held sharpener was 


Patented by C.D. Smith. 

1885 - The Dixon Crucible Company of 
New Jersey manufactured a sharpener 
which they claimed as superior to many 
of those then flooding the market. 
Dixon's device consisted of a _ shaft 
with a knife and holder at one end. 
The pencil was inserted through two 
disks (which had various size holes) 
into the knife holder. Cog wheels were 
rotated by cranking a handle. 

1886 - The Gem pencil sharpener was 
patented and manufactured for a Boston 
firm. It consisted of a round disk of 
Sandpaper against which the pencil was 
pressed as the disk was rotated. A 
crank rotated both the pencil and the 
disk simultaneously. 

1890 - The Webster Co. is granted a 
patent for a table model sharpener 
which was manufactured in the U.S. 

On April 29th the Perfect Pencil 
Pointer Co. is granted a patent. The 
1891 edition of Geyer's Stationer, a 
trade publication, praised the Perfect 
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Two views of th 
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Pencil Pointer for its excellence. A 
pencil when placed in a carriage which 
traversed a wooden rod suspended above 
a steel file by a pair of wooden dowel 
the file 


posts, when pressed against 
and the carriage moved in either 
direction would sharpen the pencil 


quite neatly. 

The Dixon Company catalog offered 
a small sharpener with a patented stop 
which prevented breakage of the point. 
1893 - Johann Faber's catalog offered 
the Acme pencil sharpener which 
featured a replaceable steel blade. 
1896 - The A.B. Dick Company began 
distribution of the Planetary. The 
Walden L. Haskin Co. described this 
sharpener in their advertising brochure 
as "the only system 
Paper, files, or knives." The article 
went on to say "The double Planetary 
motion of the cutters absolutely 
prevents the breaking of the points." 


1900 - The Angel Company of Boston 
began manufacturing their Angel 
sharpener even though final patent 
approval was still pending. The Angel 


is one of the rarer devices in Howard's 
collection. 

1901 - The Boston Company was granted 
a patent for a sharpener of completely 
different design, that of twin milling 
cutters turned by hand crank. This was 
the first of the "“modern- looking" 


pencil sharpeners of the type still 
sold today. 
1907 - A patent was granted on October 


15th to the Automatic Pencil Sharpener 
Company of Chicago for a rather ornate 
Art Nouveau style. This attractive 
design continued to be manufactured 
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DIXON'S Pencil Sharpener. 


using no sand 
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1910 - The Clou pencil sharpener was 
made by Idea, a German company, and 
distributed in the U.S. between 1910 
and 1920. [Presumably World War TI 
would have interrupted this 
arrangement. ] It was a table model 
sharpener of the vertical style. 

1912 - The Jupiter Pencil Pointer was 
also made in Germany and has rather 
heavy cast iron base so that it was not 
absolutely necessary that Lt be 
fastened with screws. It featured a 
reversible cutting wheel so that when 
one side became dull the other could be 
used. It was distributed in the U.S. 
by the A. B. Dick Co., but was also 


available through the Keuffle & Esser, 
and B.K. Elliott Co. catalogs. 

1925 - The improved Little Beaver 
sharpener could be used as a table 
model, or hand held without its crank, 
in which case it was necessary to twist 
the pencil much in the same way as the 


little dime store models children 
carried with them to school. It was 
patented June 25th, 1925 and 


manufactured by the Mayes-Meserole Mfg. 
Co., Inc. Of Milford, Conn. 

1930's = The Koh-I-Noor Company 
produced the Tutior Juwel specifically 
for sharpening colored, and drafting 
pencils. It featured two separate 
blades, one for stripping away the 
wood, the other for pointing the lead. 


1940's = Electric models were 
introduced in this decade. 
1958 - The Eagle Pencil Company 


developed a two ton machine that could 
sharpen a point to one ten-thousandth 
of an inch. [I haven't the faintest 
idea why! ] 

1980 - A device requiring only the 
pushing of the pencil into the shaft 
and thus setting the gears in motion 
was patented. 

Some other makes and 
look for: 

The U.S. Automatic, The Atlas, The 
Jumbo, The Climax, The Pointmaster, The 
Peerless, The Chelsea, and The Gem. 


Howard Levin welcomes inquiries 
and is interested in corresponding with 
other collectors. He also buys and 
specimens that spark his 
Write to Howard Levin, P.O. 


swaps 
interest. 
Hie 572470, -Tarzana, CA 91347-1472, -or 
call him at (818) 342-8816. i 
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PERFECT puzzle solved ? 





Ewe H. Breker, of Auction Team Koln 


in Germany thinks he may have solved 
the mystery of the PERFECT 
TYPEWRITER featured in a previous 
issue. Ewe writes: "I only have a bad 


Xerox of the "Wanted!" machine in your 
Vol.9/No.2 issue in front of me but it 
looks very similar to my ALEXANDER if 
you compare the ribbon holders and 
frame at the keyboard but also some 
different stylings on the housing. 
Please find enclosed a picture of my 
Alexander for your examination." 


I must admit that there are some 
strong similarities between the two 
sets of photos. I suspect that the 
PERFECT TYPEWRITER may well be an 


earlier version of what later became 


the ALEXANDER. 


The major differences have to do 
with style. The ALEXANDER looks like 
a stylized/modernized version of the 
PERFECT TYPEWRITER. To begin with 
the PERFECT TYPEWRITER has a higher, 
"upright" styling with an abreviated 
Carriage-return/line-space lever loca- 
ted to the right of the platen, while 
the ALEXANDER has a low silhouette 
frame with an elongated lever. The 
only other difference I could see is 
that the feet of the PERFECT 
TYPEWRITER are fastened to the bottom 
of tubular columns similar to those 
that were fashionalble on the earlier 
office machines, while the ALEX- 
ANDER'S feet are tucked neatly beneath 
the four corners of a frame that is 
completely devoid of any unnecessary 
protrusions or architectural gee-gaws. 
If The name on the larger up-right were 
ALEXANDER no one would question its 
lineage. Or would they? It seemes 


there were two different ALEXANDER'S, 
an (a) anda (b). 





Photos courtesy of Ewe Breker 





The Collector's ‘Guide “to Antique 
Typewriters has this to say about the 


ALEXANDER: The history of the Alexander typewriter 
was marked by troubles of the inventor and tho company 
fomned and licensed to make and sell the machine. Court 
actions comprise most of the review since first heard of in 
Endicott, N.Y., in 1907. A Yre-organization during the 
summer of that year of the Alexander Typewriter Company was 
in anticipation of moving to Kansas City, Mo., but the 
machine next figures in the organization of the United 
States Typewriter Co., East New York, Long Island in 
January, 1908. In March, 1914, another or the formar 
Alexander Typewriter Company had a factory at 126 Atkins 
Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y., where it was proposed to 
manufacture this invention of Jess Alexander. This 
inventor was next heard of in England after the world War, 
his connection at that time being with a famous British 
munitions works who proposed the manufacture of another 
Alexander invention, a four-bank, single shift, lightweight 
typewriter. 


George Herrl's catalog of The Carl 
P. Dietz COLLECTION of TYPEWRITERS has 
photographs's of two different 
ALEXANDER'S one of which (b) looks 
exactly like the Breker machine. The 
other (a) bears a similarity to the 
Breker machine, but is not identical. 
The catalog goes on to describe the two 
machines as follows: 

ALEXANDER (a): A four-bank, single-shift, 
front-stroke, visible machine, somewhat smaller than the 
usual office type, invented in 1914 by Jesse Alexander, 
Jackson County, Mo. Various attempts to organize a company 
finally found the Alexander Typewriter Co. established in 
March, 1914, with a factory in Brooklyn, N.Y., where a few 


of these machines were produced. 
A differt machine also named ALEXANDER is described below. 


ALEXANDER (b): produced in 1923, this is said to 
be the only typewriter originating on the west coast. Tt 
was produced in Los Angeles, Calif. The only information 
obtainable so far is that about thirty machines were 
completed when production was discontinued. 

















Left & below: The 


mystery machine. 


Left: The ALEXANDER (b) of 
1923, produced in Los Angeles. 





PERFECT Typewriter, 








MARTIN - Continued from page Three. 


With regard to my political past you will see all detail 
from my fragebogen of which various copies I filled out and 
fowarded months ago. I was no member of the NSDAP, but of 
the Nsv, DAF and Luftschutzbund only. In the NSV I was a 
co-worker during a few years, with the two other organis- 
ations I did not hold any office. 


If you wish to see the new manuscript please let me know. 


In concluding, I may say that there was never any book 
dealing with typewriters so complete as mine and, asa 
large number of the books were sold to the typewriter 
dealers in other European countries, American and German 
typewriter manufacturers profited and will profit by it in 
the future. 


A revision of my book on adding and calculating machines 
will be ready later on. I do not wish to print anything 
else than literature on office machinery. But in this 
department I am unsurpassed either in Germany nor any other 
country. 


I should be glad if you would see to it that the licence is 
being delivered to me as soon as possible. 


Faithfully yours: 


Johannes Meyer 


writing since 1919 under the name of 
Ernst Martin. 


OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT FOR BAVARIA 
INFORMATION CONTROL DIVISION 
MUNICH, GERMANY APO 407 US ARMY 


HBS/FEW/s 


17 duly 1948 
Mr. Johannes Mayer 


Pappenhein 


Dear Sir: 


Since Publications Branch does not favor the licensing 
of "Selbstverlag" we can recommend, as the only way to have 
your books published, that you submit them to an already 
licensed publisher. 


This letter is not intended to influence or prejudice 
the opinion of any licensed publisher to whom you submit 
your works, nor does it constitute an authorization for him 
to -ublish your works. 


Yours very truly, 


H.B. Siemer 
Us cIV 
Tel.: MM 4-403 Chief, 
MC 42221, Ext. 403 Publications Branch 


Johannes Meyer 
Pappenheim 
Bayem 


July 28th 1948 





Publication Branch, Mr. H.P. Siemer 
Information Control Division 
Munich 

[APO 407 US Army 


Your letter HBS/FEW/s, July 17th 1948 
Sir, 


I do not understand your point of view that after having 
been Selbsverleger for many years I shall not be licensed 
to continue my business although I was not a member of the 
NSDAP and am not incriminated. I thought that Germany 
Having become a democracy once more there is 
Gewerbefreiheit again and the only thing the occupation 
power is entitled to do is to watch over that the 
publications are free from destructive politics. There was 
never a word of politic in any of my publications. 





SEVEN 


a Pm 


My business is in existence here in Pappenheim since 1920, 
when I started writing the "History of the Typewriter". It 
was quite clear to me at that time that such kinds of books 
could not be sold through the ordinary bookseller, my book 
being only of interest for typewriter agents. It was also 
quite clear to me that I would not find a publisher as 
there was a lot of money to be invested in electros before 
being able to print so that it was doubtful whether the 
matter would pay. Therefore began to have the etchings 
made on my own account and published the "History" in the 
beginning in monthly booklets of 32 pages each. 


There were two ways to sell them: either through 
advertisements in trade-papers or through offering them to 
office-machinery dealers direct. For years I advertised in 
"Schreibmaschinenzeitung", Buro-Bedarfs- 


Rundschau", "Buro-Industrie". The returm was small and 
I started out to collect addresses of typewriter agents 
in Germany and the surrounding countries. I took these 
addressed from directories at the Deutsche Museum in 
Munich. I also employed an Enquiry-office to get 
addresses and in the course of a few years I got about 
15,000 addresses from 3,000 towns. These were recorded 
on index cards, later on address plates were made. To 
these firms printed matter was mailed 5 or 6 times a 
year. Never was a book sold other than "sale or 
return'. I have no dissatisfied customers. Look at 
the enclosed letter of Mr. Mock I just received. 


In the same way I published later the "History of the 
calculating machine". 


I am an acknowledged expert in writing and calculating 
machines and many thankful customer - manufacturers, 
inventors, mechanics, even the German Patent Office - 
submitted to me problems which they could not solve 
themselves. There is hardly a typewriter dealer or 
mechanik who does not know and esteem my publications. 
They are a vademekum [?] for any office machine dealer. 
After having refused the presidency of the German 
Normen-Ausschuss, Typewriter division I remained a 
member of it. 


As both my books have to be printed anew I applied to 
the Landrat in Weissenburg 18 months ago for licencing. 
For reasons I do not know yet my application was 
delayed so that it reached you but a few weeks ago. 
And now I hear from you that I have to submit my books 
to an already licensed publisher. There is no similar 
specialist in Europe. A general publisher can hardly 
sell this class of goods as he does not know the 
typewriter trade. He cannot keep up the supplements. 
And so the whole matter would come to an end shortly, 
leaving the man disappointed with the books on the 
shelves instead of selling them in the interest of 
both, Germany and USA. 


Before taking a definite decision in this matter I 
think you should look over the MS and I am sure that 
you would admit then that the way I went during the 
last 25 years was right and may be continued. When may 
I send or bring you the manuscript? 


Yours very truly 
Johannes Meyer. 





Johannes Meyer 


Pappenheim 
(Bayern) 
Aug. 6th 1948. 


Mr. Carl P. Dietz, 
1620 W. Lloyd st 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Dear Mr. Dietz, 





I did not hear from you for a good many years. I am 
now preparing a revised edition of my book on type- 
writers of which you have an elder edition. I got in 
the meantime a lot of historical dates about old 
machines. A 3rd and 4th part has been added to the 
book. The 3rd part brings the history of the writing 
machines for the blind, shorthand, noiseless, 
electrical, pneumatic, musical typewriters and so on. 
The 4th part will be, I think, the most interesting 
with old timers: the encyclopedia of the typewriter 
with plenty of biographies of inventors and pioneers. 
Unfortunately I am not lizensed yet by the Military 
Government and so I cannot print. 


Continued on page Eight 
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Not Exactly Tin - Continued from page Two. 


Alas, poor Lebbeus's luck seems 
to have run out in 1887 when Wyckoff, 
Seamans & Benedict, owners of the 
Remington Typewriter convinced Louis 
Nathan Chapin, a book publisher to 
launch a typewriter ribbon 
manufacturing company which would be 
the exclusive supplier for Remington. 
Twelve years. later, in 1899 this 
business became part of the Remington 
organization eventually changing its 
brand name to Remtico. 

In my personal copy of Trow's New 
York City Directory of 1892 Rogers' 
firm is still listed at the same 
address on Maiden Lane, [the heart of 
Typewriter Row], and Lebbeus is still 
listed as president. As was usual for 
these city directories it even listed 
his home address which was at 341 Lenox 
Avenue, which if memory serves’ me 
correctly, was in the boro of the 
Bronx. It would be interesting to find 
out how long Mr. Rogers' firm 
continued. It would be even more 
interesting to come across one of his 
neat little wooden "tins". 


MARTIN - Continued from page Seven 


This new edition contains a few pages on typewriter 
museums and I should like to hear from you whether you 
made any new acquisition those last years. My latest 
note is that you have 445 machines. In case you should 
have a printed or duplicated list of your machines I 
should be pleased to gety a copy of it. 


The most machines of the various typewriter museums in 
this country have been destroyed. Fortunately the 
Mitterhofer which was being kept in a safe is still in 
existence. 


Hoping to hear from you, I am, dear Mr. Dietz, 
yours faithfully 


Milwaukee, 5, Wis., November 1, 1948 


Mr. Johannes Meyer, 
Pappenheim, Bayern, Germany. 





Dear Mr. Meyer: - 

I was off on an auto tour in our west and did not 
receive your letter until my return. 

Complying with your request I am enclosing a list 
of the writing machines in my collection in the Mil- 
waukee Public Museum. I began this collection in the 
spring of 1934, and by 1936 (4 years) I had collected 
more than 400 different machines. My incentive, of 
course, was the fact that it was here in Milwaukee 
that C. Latham Sholes and Carlos Glidden developed the 
first practical typewriter, which became the Remington. 

In a booklet sent me by the Wanderer-werke entitled: 
Mitterhofer, on page 35 they state that "the mechanic 
Carlos Glidden studied in Vienna in the K.K. Polytech- 
nic Institute and there saw Mitterhofer's model and 
upon returning to America, he, with Sholes and Soule' 
and using Mitterhofer's idea, constructed the first 
typewriters". 

The fact is that Glidden Never was outside of the 
United States. He was a practicing lawyer here in 
Milwaukee during the years referred to as being in 
Vienna. Like many professional men, he was interested 
in mechanics and during the years of 1865 and 1866 was 
spending considerable time in the Kleinsteuber Machine 
Shop developing a mechanical spading machine, which 
was to take the place of the plow. It was to the 
Kleinsteuber shop that Sholes also went to develop his 
idea of a writing machine and there he and Glidden 
continued develop the typewriter idea. Had they known 





about Mitterhoter's then advanced model, they surely 
would not have started with the simple telegraph key, 
one letter, device carved out of wood by Sholes and 
which you illustrate on page 45 of your book. 

I was never a real mechanic, but I have made a 
number of mechanical inventions and patented then. 
two instances after spending much time and effort in 
perfecting devices, I have found, after applying for 
patents, that someone else before me had developed the 
same ideas and I was too late. That is a quite common 
occurrence. This does not take any credit away from 
Mr. Mitterhofer, who, it is apparent, was a man of 
advanced ideas. 


In 


Sholes was not the kind of man to tolerate any 
underhandedness. When he was editor of our leading 
Morning Sentinel, if someone wrote a letter of eriti- 
cism, he published it, but letters praising him, he 
did not publish. He occupied many offices of trust. 
While he was a member of the Wisconsin Legislature, 
one of the then new railroads bribed most of the 
officials to secure land grants. The investigation 
held later disclosed that Sholes was the only one in 
the legislature who did not accept a bribe. 

Sholes too, was not a mechanic, but that he was a 
“mechanical genius" is evident from the original 
Sholes-Visible with its peculiar two rows of type- 
bars, and also from the various experimental models 
which we have in the Museum collection. However, he 
failed to recognize that "speed" was the principle 
requisite of our modern era and his last effort failed 
to meet this requirement. 

After 38 years in elective office (6 years Justice 
of the Peace (Friedensrichter), 2 years City Conmp- 
troller and the last 30 years Alderman (Mitglied des 
Stadtrats) I decided to retire last spring and did 
not become a candidate for re-election. I was 73 
years of age the past September. The other members of 
our Board of Aldermen gave me a dinner at our leading 
hotel and presented me with a Remington-Noiseless 
typewriter. 

A year ago, on November 2nd, 1947, the Sunday 
Morming Breakfast Club gave me a citation for civic 
service, the proceedings of which were broadcast over 
the radio. All of which is very gratifying. It is 
good to know that one's efforts are appreciated. 

Some months ago I received a letter from Dipl.-Ing. 
Arthur Brehm, formerly Director of the Wanderer-Werke, 
who was in a hospital in Berlin, saying that the 
Wanderer-Werke had been demounted. Brehm visited 
Milwaukee to see my collection in the spring of 1938. 

Are the collections in Munich and in the Kensington 
Museum in London still intact, or were they bombed 
like so many other rare objects? 

I often wonder how you were able to compile all the 
information especially the details of mechanical con- 
struction of the typewriters in your book. It isa 
job of a lifetime. 


Very sincerely yours, 





P.s. I looked up the Milwaukee City Directory for 
1863 and find the following: C.L. Sholes, Port coi- 
lector, Office Customs House, Residence North side of 
Division St. near Prospect. 

Carlos Glidden, West side of Franklin, near Pros- 
pect Ave. 

From the files of the Milwaukee Sentinel, our 
morning newspaper I find the following: - 

March-27-1873 C. Latham Sholes was appointed by 
Governor Washburn Commissioner to the Vienna 
Exposition. 

April-10-1873 Sholes was engaged to act at the 
Milwaukee Sentinel correspondent at the Vienna Expo- 
sition. 

May-14-1873 Sholes retires as Secretary of the 
Board of Public Works to have the typewriter 
manufactured at Remington Works, Ilion, N.Y. 

This was quite a few years after GLIDDEN was 
supposed (in the Mitterhofer book) to have been in 
Vienna, which, of course, was not a fact. 





To Be Continued.... 




















gD pests HANGE 
2125 MT. VERNON STREET 
ost PHILADELPHIA, PA 19130 


A Newsletter for the Writing Machine Collector 







December, 1994 
Dear Collector Friend; 


SOMETHING HAS BEEN MISSING! 


You've missed out on a lot of information since you let your subscription 
lapse after Volume 8, Number 4. 


The enclosed is a sampling of some of what you missed. 





On the other hand we have missed not being able to count you among our 
Subscribers. 


Don't miss this opportunity to make up for lost time. 
Simply fill out the coupon below and return it along with your check to: 
THE TYPEWRITER EXCHANGE 


2125 Mount Vernon Street 
Philadelphia PA 19130 


Best regards, 


Tom FitzGerald 


YES, I would like to begin receiving THE TYPEWRITER EXCHANGE once again. 
Please put me down as a subscriber for Volume 10. My check or money order 
is enclosed. 





The price for four issues in the U.S 


. and Canada is $14, and elswhere $21 
Back issues are $4 each in the U.S 


. and Canada, and $5.50 each elsewhere. 
Name: 


Address: 


Home Phone: Bus. Phone: 
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NOW OPEN 


Museum of the 
American Printing House for the Blind 


The Museum honors the educational history 
of blind people and the history and 
contributions of the 
American Printing House for the Blind 
Since its founding in 1858. 


The Museum features a display of early typewriters and 


Braillewriters developed to assist the blind to function in a 
sighted world. Several rare machines are in the display. 


American Printing House for the Blind 
1839 Frankfort Avenue 
Louisville, Kentucky 


Regular hours, 8:30 to 4:30, M - F 


Free Admission 





SEEK, SELL, SWAP 









SEEK: Photograph of author/ 
publisher ERNST MARTON/JOHAM 
MEYER. Please respond to Th 







Typewriter Exchange, 2125 Mout 
Vernon Street, Phila., PA 19130, 
U.S.A. Tel: 215/232-0328. 








SEEK: Contact with other 
collector's interested in early 
check protectors, staplers, and 
fasteners. Bill Feigin, Dualoy, 
Inc., 45 West 34 St., New York, NY 
10001, Tel: 212/736-3360. 



















SEEK: Collectable, restorable, 
and derelict typewriters. Tel: 
Ron Wild, 317/844-5850. 









SELL: DENSMORE #1, Ex.Fine. $395. 
COMMERCIAL VISIBLE, Fair....$3400. 
BLICK 49; Fade. 5.5...) ee 
GOURLAND, Excel.w/case.$250. 
MERRITT INDEX, Fair....$650. 
JUNIOR (Bennett), Fair.$275. 
HALL Ind., w/box, Good.$650. 
WILLIAMS #4, Fair...... S275. 
Yuess (Mignon) Good....$395. 
All pluss' shipping. Visa, 
MC, Or Postal M.O. accepted. 
Mike Brown, Steck Typewriter 
3526 Cottman Ave., Phila. PA 
19149. 

















SELL: OLD DUPLICATORS for 
the costs of shipping. 
HEYER Mod. 76, SPERRY, REX 
ROTARY #45 fluid duplicator. 
Frank Rhodes, 17 Robles CT., 
St. Helena, CA 94574-1248. 
Tel: 707/963-2672. 


RENEW 
YOUR 


SUBSCRIPTION 
















; 
William Allen McCOOL , prolific inventor and 


Manufacture, was born in Ashland, Ohio on 
April 21, 1850. He was the son of James 

And Rhoda(Swasick) McCool. His father was 
A native of Ireland. After being educated at 
Country schools, he learned the machinist’s 
Trade in Ashland Moving to Perryville, Ohio 
In 1870, he began the manufacture of steel plow points and road 
scrapers. In 1872 he organized the Ohio Guide Board Co. to man- 
ufacture an invention of his, a guide board for country crossroads. 


Continued on page 190 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR: 


In an effort to bring everyone up to speed. 
this issue is being sent free to all last known 
paid subscribers on the TYPEX mailing list. 
The purpose is to woo back former readers 
after a dry-spell at the mailbox. Regular 
production will resume with the Feb. 1998 
issue. At that time all subscriptions will need 
to be paid in full. New and old subscriptions 
alike. Early payment is welcomed. This will 
help me with start-up costs, and to keep the 
newsletter solvent, and coming to YOUR 
mailbox in a timely manner. Help ME to 
HELP YOU, by sending your subscription 
request, with check made payable to: 
Michael A. Brown. THANK YOU! 
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS$$$SSSSSSSSSS 


TRIVIA QUESTION 


In the movie ROBO COP, if a typewriter was 
needed to type-up the police reports, of the 
bad guys, which typewriter would the 
director choose? Would it be a Royal, L.C. 
Smith, or a Remington? Give up? See page 
189 for the surprising answer. 


Everyone should note the small increase in 
subscriptions rates. This is to help with 
start-up costs and the new computer format, 
including color pages and increased text 
from 8 to ten pages. Also mailing costs. The 
decision was made to bite the bullet now, 
and get this unpleasant task out of the way 
early. It is my goal to keep the rates steady 
for as long as humanly possible. Listen 
TOIKS 520000. This is still a labor of love!!! Not 
a big profit maker. Thank YOU for YOUR 
understanding and support. 
VUHLHLLLALMAWVLLhLAhKLULhV%V 


THANKS TOM FITZGERALD, FOR A JOB 
WELL DONEIIIYYETNNNETTTTYUEE0TNTTE0000E 10081 


On behalf of all typewriter collectors 
everywhere, | would like to extend a heart- 
felt Thank You . Tom should feel a sense 
of pride, for a job well done. With this issue, 
Tom has relinquished the TYPEX 
newsletter and conferred on Michael A. 
Brown as his successor . | know that this 
decision was a difficult one for Tom to make, 


-186- 


| personally, am grateful for his vote of 
confidence, in me. A dedicated family man , 
Tom found it increasingly difficult to balance 
time between all his obligations. However, 
during his reign at the helm, from the Winter 
of 1988 to the Spring of 1994, Tom 
produced an in-depth and quality product, 
one that would have made Dan proud! 
Which brings us to me(Michael A. Brown). 
“Yet another private collector takes up the 
torch, others have passed along before him 
in a low profile crusade to bring far-flung[and 
far-out] individuals into a common 
presence.....” 
As a secondary goal | wish to maintain the 
balance of collector-dom. The EAST coast 
with the west coast, and restore the average 
collectors options, with the right to free and 
fair competition and right to more than one 
outlet to voice THEIR opinion (The American 
way).Having only modest experience in the 
art of writing and producing a newsletter(but 
not lacking in a big heart, for our love of the 
hobby of typewriter collecting) My only 
promise, is to do the best possible job, that | 
can. 
For those not familiar with Mike Brown , He 
is a dedicated typewriter and ribbon tin 
collector, who has worked in the office 
machine business for 25 years. He is a 
Viet-Nam -era Veteran, having served 
Honorably in the U.S. Naval Reserves for 10 
years. 
The collecting bug hit about 13 years ago 
when he found an Underwood No. 5 
typewriter, and shortly after an Underwood 
3-bank portable. Along the way he has met 
,and made friends with some of the many 
collectors, in the hobby. He has appeared in 
a number of newspaper articles, concerning, 


our love, antique typewriters and 
ribbon tins. 

Mike would now like to take this opportunity 
to re-welcome all former subscribers and 
many NEW ones. We look forward to 
connecting with old friends and making 
many new ones. Please come join us. We 


welcome your input and ideas and 
information we can share. This is after all 
YOUR newsletter. Please bear with us as 
we switch formats, and attempt to master 
the computer generated layout and color 
pages. Understand that we are doing this 
on-the-fly. We hope to improve and get 
better with each issue. THANK YOU. 


| Joe a ee ee he 








TYPEWRITER  EREAK 


Most every typewriter collector has wound up with a few parts 
machines, keytops, typebars, and yes, even carriages. Now, if you’re 
handy, you can put a few good carriages to work. Using the 
illustration, you just bolt together and wa-la! An instant copy machine. 
Apparently, Xerox saw this machine, early on, and they didn’t appear 
worried......... No, actually, their was a real purpose, to this madness. 
HUH? Read on and Mr. Mares’s will be glad to explain it to you. 


— the accompanying illustration of a triple typewriter, manufactured by a Cincinnati 
firm out of three Smith-Premier machines. The front portion, it will be observed, is a 
machine complete in itself, but at the rear are two other machines, divested of their 
keyboards, and so connected with the front machine that on the depression of any one key, 
all three type-bars move simultaneously towards the printing point.. The three carriages 
also travel together, so that three separate top copies of any piece of work can be typed at 
one operation. The machine illustrated was required for use by a manufacturing business, 
where duplicate orders were required. These orders involved much handling during the 
manufacturing of the goods, and cardboard was found to be the only suitable material to 
write them on. As cardboard, however, would not permit of manifolding, a machine has 
to be devised which would get over the difficulty. The cards are printed in sections of three 
and are started through the back carriage, then through the second to the first. They are so 
printed that the writing comes into proper register on each card. Notwithstanding the strain 
which it maybe be though the fingers would have to bear in typing three pieces of matter at 
once, it is nevertheless stated that the machine works quite easily, the tension hardly 
varying from that of a single machine. The peculiar form of shaft on the Smith-Premier 
renders this feat of mechanism not only possible, but easy, although it is hard to see how 
the same ends could be effected on any other make of the typewriter at present on the 
English market.” The machine was the work of F.C. Waltz, proprietor of the Typewriter 
Repair Co., 514 Main St., Cincinnati, Ohio, who reports several orders for like machines 
recently. {See Page 189 for Mares revealed article. ] 





Smith-Smith-Smith-Premier ~ 
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TYPOGRAPH: 


A Cash crop 
By Michael A. Brown 





A few years back a book titled Short-hand and Typewriting, By 
Dugald McKillop c.1891 found its way to my house. A treasure 
indeed. Filled with a few ads, some illustrations, and some 
interesting information on the subject. Recently, while thumbing 
through it, one illustration jumped off the page at me. It was one I 
had never seen before. The caption said, “The Typograph”. It was a 
strange-looking affair with straight rows of keys and ribbon spools, 
mounted vertically! It also appeared to be perched on a stand witha 
curved front and a pedestal base, and a basket of typebars standing 
straight up in the air. In addition a eer mounted on the left 
side. I thought... sup Secale Sassen aM 

Interesting, but 

What the heck is it??? Do any exist, and where do I buy one? The 
search was on. First stop, The Clark’s list. Not there! The plot 
thickens. Next stop, Adler’s book. 

The first one (/ don’t yet have the second 

One, although I have seen a copy and highly recommend buying it.) 
See classified for address and buying information. Here I find a 
listing, but the issue gets a little confusing. His book mentions 
“The Typograph” by G.A. Hughes, but this is clearly a different 
machine. One for the blind, circa 1850’s. Later he mentions Robert 
Thomas’s Typograph of 1854, as a “do-it-yourself” machine. ( J 
guess this is the kind you would rent from U-HAUL>) But this is 
clearly not the machine in the illustration. Keep searching!! Next, 
in Adler’s un-conventional list of typewriters, I find, Addey’s 
Typograph. Could this be it? NO! This was a precocious 
typewheel machine dated 1889. Inking by roller. What the heck is 
going on here? Finally on page 257 I find a listing for Typograph. 
(I start thinking, maybe this 

Is where the expression “typo” came from... ... ... nah, maybe not.) 
At any rate, I now learn that Typograph Company of 1896 was 
actually a successor, of the Cash Typewriter. ( We ’re in the money 
!111.) This is described as a down-stroke machine, which typed on a 
flat paper-table instead of a platen. A /a Elliot-Fisher Book 
Machine. 

This was patented by Arthur Wise Cash of Hartford, Connecticut, 
and marketed by him in 1887 or 1890. Apparently it was warmed 
up again in 1896 and served as the Typograph. So, whatever 
happened to these machines? Well, they must not have made that 
many because after an exhaustive search, I could only locate four. 
One in M.P.M. listed as Polygraph, with no locatable serial number 
but the photo says Cash. According to the Panasonic book, The 
Legend, a second cash is in the Southerland Collection in N.Y. More 
recently a Cash surfaced, and is in the Russo Collection in DE. And 
additionally a Typewriter trade paper reports a Cash in Konwin’s 
‘this olde office’ Collection. So............. Check your attics!!! If 
it ain’t there, try the basement. 


-188- 


THE TYPOGRAPH. 
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GEO, MARES REVEALED 


The following piece was gleaned from a 
trade journal dated January 1908. 


We take pleasure in showing our 
readers a picture of our correspondent at 
London, England. George Carl Mares, whose 
offices are in the Sarchen buildings, Snow 
Hill, London, E.C. 

Mr. Mares has been associated with the 
writing machine industry for upwards of 
twenty years, as an operator and teacher. 
He is also well versed as a journalist, and is 
thoroughly at home with the subject he 
handles. 





He issued, in 1896-98, a weekly journal 
called 7he Typists Gazette, and in |903-04 a 
monthly called The Typists Review. The 
latter was, however, discontinued in order 
that it might be merged into a more 
ambitious effort called “Business Systems’ the 
first number of which is now before us. 

In addition to some hundreds of 
typewnter articles, historical, explanatory and 
critical, which have appeared in various 
typewriter journals in England, Mr Mares has 
issued a small manual on the Blickensderfer, 
two editions of a stenography called "Rationa/ 
Shorthand,’ four editions of an orthographic 
short hand called “Opisgraphy’* and several 
other pamphlets on typewriter and shorthand 
matters. 

He is now preparing for immediate 
publication two works entitled, The Lega/ 
Typist and ‘Practical Lessons in Typewriting’” 
These will be ready in the spring. 

Mr. Mares occupies a very unique 
position in his own particular sphere as a 
typewriter specialist, his services being in 
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constant request by many English companies 
for the preparation of technical matter 
relating to their various machines, and in this 
manner he thinks he has probably written 
more in relation to the typewriter than any 
other man in Great Britain. He has 
completed a manuscript history of the 
machine, the blocks to illustrate which are 
now in course of preparation, and which he 
hopes to get into the printers’ hands at a 
very early date. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Answer to trivia question: 


This little gem was found in the 
“Manual 

Of Office Reproduction’ Dated 
1956. 

Most Collectors are probably NOT 
familiar with this “brilliant idea”. 
Apparently this was manufactured 
in one of the typewriter 
manufacturing capitols of the world, 
namely Hendersonville, NC. If 
anyone reading this, knows of such a 
machine, of how it worked, or details 
about it, the editor would like to hear 
from you. Anyone else: “For more 
information circle No. 218.” 





individualized letters in 
quantity ... automatically . . 
4 to 15 times faster! 
For complete details, write 


ROBOTYPER CORPORATION 
HENDERSONVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 
For More Information Circle No. 218 























Cont. from pg. 185 


In the same year he patented a process 
and machinery for drawing cold steel and for 
two years was associated with the Hartman 
Steel Co. in Beaver Falls, PA. This 
business was sold later to the Carnegie 
Steel Co. 

In 1884 he organized in Beaver Falls the 
Union Drawn Steel Co., of which he was 
superintendent and general manager for the 
next fifteen years. In the same year he 
organized the McCool Tube Co. in Beaver 
Falls and manufactured cold drawn steel 
tubing under his patents until 1904 when the 
company was purchased by the U.S. Steel 
Corp. 





In 1910 patented the McCOOL 
TYPEWRITER and the blind stitch sewing 
machine and founded the Acme Keystone 
Manufacturing Co.in Beaver Falls for its 
manufacture. He was also the inventor of a 
bicycle tire and a wood-tex paving block 
constructed of asphalt and cypress sawdust. 
For a time he was vice president of the 
Eclipse Bicycle Co. of Beaver Falls. 





The Home of “THE McCOOL” 


Above: The Factory Casillo Col. 


Because of impaired health he visited 
Florida in 1888 and while there purchased a 
large tract of land near Kissimmee, including 
a twenty-acre orange and grapefruit grove. 
In 1915 he colonized about 1000 acres of 
the tract, which became Kissimmee Park, 
and in 1920 sold the remaining acreage, 
including the grove property.(Little did he 
know that about 50 years later, this land 
would be the basis for Walt Disney , World, 
one of the biggest family theme parks, in the 
world!) 

He was a member of the Masonic order 
(Knight Templar, Shriner). In religion he 
was a Presbyterian and in politics a 
Democrat. His favorite recreations were 
hunting and fishing. He was married in 
Ashland, Ohio, in 1871, to Elizabeth, 
daughter of Sigmond Dunner of Rowsburg, 
Ohio, a cabinetmaker. They had three 
children: Howard Sigmond, William Allen, 
and Charles Edward McCool. He died in 
Kissimmee, Feb. 23, 1923. 
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ont. from pg. 190 

It is somewhat ironic that | should get to 
tell the inside story of this ultra rare, exotic, 
and highly desired antique typewriter. A 
throw back to a different era. You see, the 
McCool was born in Pennsylvania, and | 
was born in Pennsylvania. As it turns out 
the very first rare machine | encountered, as 
a collector, was the McCool. | visited fellow 
collector Ed Peters (since retired) and he 
asked me if | could repair and restore HIS 
McCool. This was like asking a kid if he 
likes candy. | took it home and was lucky 
enough to get it working like new. Along 
with fellow collector Curt Scaglione(formerly 
of NJ) he polished it up and restored it to 
“Brand-new” condition. ED was_ happy! 
Which brings us back to the current story 


In the ad below we see the McCool 
offered for twenty-five dollars, in 1909.One 
source says it was invented in 1904 and 
patented in 1910. Another says is was 
patented in 1908. This is wrong. It was 1910 


Will do ALL you could ask of any type- 
writer. Side by side you cannot tell the 
difference between a letter written on the 
McCool and on a $100 machine. Will handle. 
all correspondence required of any machine. 

Sold direct from factory to you. Every 
middle profit cut out. Saves 45% in price. 

Only 319 PARTS against 2500 AND 
MORE in the high priced typewriters. This 


saves 30% in price. 


Acme-Keystone Mfg. Co.  *34,Fi Avgaue 





One thing is clear for sure. It was not on 
the market very long. An educated guess 
tells me that probably less than 1,000 were 
ever manufactured. 

One old ad claims it was constructed 
from only 319 parts, compared to 2500 and 
more for its high-class counterparts. This 
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was obviously an attempt at reaching a price 
sensitive buyer. 

Having viewed and examined the 
machine, up-close, | would suggest it was 
well made and appeared to this writer to be 
a viable product. Why then did it fail? We 
may never know. Financial trouble? 
Marketing shortcomings? Competition? 
Who knows? 

My best guestimate is that only about ten 
of these gems, survive today. Most are in 
the hands of private collectors. (Very lucky 
private collectors.) 

While doing research for this story, | 

noticed in Paul Lippman’s book, “American 
Typewriters”, he mentions that three 
machines were made at the Acme-Keystone 
plant. | believe that this is in error. The two 
other machines he mentions; the Keystone 
and the Sterling, have been cited as having 
given birth elsewhere. Namely the Keystone 
was Mfg. In Harrisburg, PA and the Sterling 
was Mfg. In New York. Most all sources | 
confronted, concur with the latter 
description. Even in Paul’s own book, if you 
look under Keystone or Sterling, he makes 
no mention of the Acme — Keystone Mfg. 
Plant. (1 love Paul and GOD rest his soul, but 
I think he is in error, on this one.) (Many 
thanks and credit to Tony CASILLO of NY. 
For sharing his personal archives and 
allowing me to use his pictures of the Acme- 
Keystone factory, the Order blank,and the 
fancy McCool logo found on the cover of a 
promotional booklet.) 
Below is an order blank for a NEW McCool 
Typewriter with case. Don’t forget to choose 
your ribbon color. Fill it out, mail it in, and 
keep wishing.......Maybe one will find its 
way to YOUR house. 


ORDER BLANK 


(No Letter Necessary) 


Acme-Keystone Mfg. Co. 


339 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburg, Ps. WRITE PLAINLY 


Please send me one Improved McCoo! Typewriter complete 


With one type wheel 





$25.00 





And one ribbon . ) 
(enciee oe wunrie, moc om munca) 


One Carrying Case complete, - - - - - - - + = S 2.0.0 


_—____ Additional ribbons @ 50c each a $ 


BLUE OR Suacel 





=~ Extra type wheels @ $1.00 each 


be ee | 


twos 2,8, 40n8) 





Total amount, - - - - = =: - $ 7 
For which I enclose Post Office or Express Money Order, New York 


or Chicago Draft for____ _— Dollars. 
It is expressly understood that if, after using the McCool Typewriter 
ten days, I am not entirely satisfied, | can return the Typewriter and 
you will refund full purchase price and express charges paid by me. 











Send by Express. Express Office 

Full Name 

Post Office 
Street or County e State 








(Do Not Send Money Unless Letter is Registered) 








Aa, ft) Loe 


A Pioneer in the Carbon & Ribbon Field 
Photo and Story circa 1909 


Among the names of men who have made 
striking successes in the field of manufacture of 
office supply material—in this case of ribbons 
and carbons—the name of AP. Little has place 
among those in foremost rank . Enterprise is 
admired by all of us, but enterprise and energy 
combined with creative talent commend our 
tribute in the highest sense of the word. Mr. 
Little, originator of the famous Little Satin Finish 
Gold Seal and Cobweb carbon brands of carbon 
papers and Little’s Satin Finish and Gold Seal 
ribbons, is one of the men who blazed the trail, 
so to speak, for the great enterprises now 
devoted to the manufacture of ribbons and 
carbons in this country—developed a business 
from nothing to an establishment whose products 
are now marketed not only in the U.S. but 
throughout every country on the globe. The story 
of the Little products is almost a history, of the 
business. 

Like many other youths who have made striking 
successes in the field of commerce and of 
business, Mr. Little's “career” began on an 
eastern farm, where he learned the value of 
honest endeavor under the supervision of a 
kindly parent, who saw to it that the youth 
mastered the intricacies and details of a farmers 
life according to Yankee ideals 

But a farmer's life palled on this young man of 
ideas. He saw that he was wasting valuable time 
in the fields and the farmer's life would not afford 
him the opportunities he sought in other fields of 
endeavor. It took a long time for him to convince 
his father of the value of “varsity” larnin’, but to 
use Mr. Little's expression he finally convinced 
the elder Little that he “could not be any worse off 
any way than he was at that stage” and his 
appeals won the day. He was shortly thereafter 
sent to a preparatory school. Finishing his 
studies there he entered the University of 
Rochester, taking a classical course, and was 
graduated in 1872 with the degree of A.M. which 
letters, however, his modesty has prevented him 
from affixing to his name. He says he has 
forgotten almost at this time what they really 
mean.( Remind me not to attend this particular 
college!) Later he registered with an attorney in 
Rochester and passed the required time under 
the tutelage of the disciple of Blackstone for 
admission to the bar, but never presented himself 
for examination and therefore never became a 
lawyer. During his preparatory and college 
courses he took up the study of shorthand, 
mastering the science without the aid of an 
instructor. Later he took up shorthand work as a 
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reporter and was subsequently connected with 
the supreme courts of New York, for 21 years, 
during which time he was one of the official 
stenographers. 

The first typewriter that ever came into western 
New York was brought into his office by G.W.N. 
Yost and that machine was used in his office at 
first as a sort of plaything and afterward for 
actual work. Subsequently the phonograph was 
invented and he had the distinction of using the 
first phonograph that ever came into western 
New York. He used it for a year of dictation with 
fair results. During his stenographic career he 
took his notes in court and they were always 
transcribed from the original. He reported a great 
many daily copy cases, so called, and was 
always able to furnish complete transcript for a 
day’s session within an hour after the 
adjournment of court at night. 

The difficulty of obtaining a typewriter ribbon 
which came up to his ideals as to what a good 
ribbon should be first started the young, brainy 
court reporter to experimenting. He wanted a 
ribbon that would turn out work to suit him and 
finding none of that kind on the market he made 
“homemade” ribbons for his own use. Having 
learned the way of making a good typewriter 
ribbon Mr. Little turned his attention to carbon 
paper and began experiments also that line. 
These experiments were made in 1885 and 
continued for several years, the results being 
satisfactory. Later a business was developed 
and since that time he has devoted himself 
entirely to the manufacture of typewriter ribbons, 
carbon papers, etc., the Little brands having 
acquired a popularity and a sale among dealers 
second to none in the country. At present Mr. 
Little owns two carbon factories at Rochester and 
maintains offices of his own in New York city, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Washington, and 
Cleveland, and has distributing offices at 
Chicago, London, Eng., Melbourne, Aus., and 
Wellington, N.Z. 








RIBBON TIN SHOWCASE 


“A ‘little’ ribbon tin collection” 


a 


INDELIBA 


Anyone who has, or finds: Rare, interesting, New, or colorful Ribbon tins and 
would like to see them on display here in our “Ribbon Tin Showcase’, is 
encouraged to send them in or contact the Editor. Thank you. 
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COLLECTOR'S IN THE SPOTLITE 


Ma, Cmvucxr Watson, WNC 


For anyone who has not had the pleasure to know him, Chuck is a fine Southern 
Gentleman, who grew up in Carthage, NC, just outside Southern Pines. A ‘Querky’ 
collector, as most of us are, Chuck has been collecting “stuff” way before typewriters. 
Among his “stash” is newspaper and magazine collections, hundreds of them. Also, he 
managed to sock away several antique cars, among which are a vintage Rolls-Royce and the 
ultra-rare HISPANO-SUEZA (only several known in existence). But close to his heart, is 
his Guitar collection. That is----- until the typewriter bug bit. 

Like most all of us, Chuck started small, with a machine here and one there. Then 

soon it was ten here, twenty there. Today, although I don’t have an exact count, Chuck’s 
collection is in excess of several hundred machines, maybe three hundred or more. 
Most of the collection is comprised of post W.W.I portables, every different portable you 
can imagine, and maybe a few you can’t. In addition Chuck has some good vintage office 
typewriters also. Among them; A Densmore No.1l,a Chicago,a round-front National,Ideal, 
Underwood Nol, most of the Remington’s,Smith-Premiers, and Olivers. 

Why this assortment? Well, Chuck has one requirement for inclusion. He MUST be 
able to actually type on each machine! (this rules out foreign keyboards and most index 
machines). Chuck is also partial to 12 pitch machines.(I’m not sure why, but maybe you 
could ask him.) He enjoys typing on the oldies and uses different one’s for 
correspondence, from time to time. Another related interest is discovering stories and 
machines, that were used by famous writers like; Hemmingway and F. Scott Fitzgerald. If 
any readers have any of this type of info, or you would just like to chat with one of the 
“good guys”, when your down Carolina way, give him a hollar. His address and phone 
numbers are on the roster lists. 

(If any one would like to write their own “SPOTLITE” story, or have me interview them and 
write it, please call,write, or E-mail the editor.) 





TYPEWRITER MYSTERY 


Vertical placement: down 12 line spaces Horizontal placment:45 
space line. Use colons and dollar signs. Answer in next issue. 


1. 12sp 4: 158 24. 2sp 2$ 12: 28 5: 2$ 15: 3$ 
2. 9sp 5: 21$ 25. 3sp 1$ 12: 8$ 16: 2$ 
3. Tsp 4: 138 2: 28 3: 6$ 26. 4sp 12: 4$ 20: 1$ 

4. S5sp 3: 28 1: 148 4: 8$ 27. 4sp 35: 

5. 3sp 3: 1$ 1: 188 1: 128 28. Ssp 12: 3 1: 38 15: 
6. 2sp 3: 36$ 29. 6sp 8: 11$ 2: 1§ 10: 
7. 2p 3: 28 2: 928 30. 7sp 8: 18 10: 18 11: 
8. isp 4: 1$ 2: 34$ 31. 7sp 9: 108 12: 

9. 1sp 6: 27$ 5: 3§ 32. 8sp 10: 6$ 11: 1$ 2: 
10. 5: 18 2: 228 9: 4§ 33. 10sp 28 21: 28 3: 
11. 7: 12$ 16: 8$ 34. llsp 3$ 17: 3$ 3: 
12. 6: 1§ 29: 6§ 35. lisp 5$ 11: 6$ 3: 
13. lsp 3: 28 29: 7§ 36. 12sp 20$ 4: 

14. isp 2: 3$ 28: 8$ 37. 12sp 18$ 4: 

15. 2sp 4$ 29: 78 38. 12sp 168 5: 

16. 2sp 28 32: 6§ 1: 39. 13sp 13§ 5: 

17. 2sp 2$ 20: 44 8: 6$ 1: 40. 14sp 118 4: 

18. 2sp 18 7: 2$ 4$ 5: 2$ 4: 48 4: 6$ 41. 16sp 7§ 4: 

19. Isp 1§ 1: 18 5: 26 1: 3$ 2: 28 4: 42. 18sp 6$ 


28.2: 6B 32.26/13 -26 
20. 1sp 18 1: 18 7: 1 3$ 2: 1$ 8: 1sp 
38 9: 18 2: 2$ 
21. 1sp 28 1: 28 12: 1$ 23: 28 
22. isp 18 1: 28 12: 18 21: 18 2: 1$ 
23. isp 1$ 1: 2$ 12: 18 21: 2$ 1: 18 
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Thee Butives4s Woamevwr 


‘The ultimate Chair-women’ 
WISS ERDEAN F. MCCLOUD 


Few indeed are the 
manufacturing plants in the office 
appliance world that have the 
distinction of being managed by a 
women. Why this condition 
exists is, of course, a problem, for 
women have been actively and 
successfully engaged in business 
for many years. But when it 
comes to the management of 
large concerns, few women have 
cared to assume the burden. 


Miss Erdean F. McCloud is a 


notable exception to the rule that 
women prefer other than 
managerial positions. Miss 
McCloud is manager of the Davis 
Chair Co. of Marysville, Ohio, the 
firm which manufactures the 
McCloud office and typewriter 
chairs. In the list of women 
successful in business, Miss 
McCloud is conspicuous for her 
rapid rise. How she has risen, 
point by point, to the position of 
manager is a most interesting 
story, proving conclusively, to 
paraphrase a familiar quotation, 
that “when a woman will, she 
can", that when she _ puts 
initiative, common sense, and 
hard work in her occupation, the 
most important positions in the 
commercial world maybe hers. 
Here are a few incidents which 
tell the story of Miss McCloud’s 
advancement: 


Shortly after the death of her 
father, S.N. McCloud, who built 
up the business of the Davis 
Chair Co., Miss McCloud enters 
the office of the firm. This was in 
1907, hardly three years ago. In 
Dec. 1908, she had proven her 
ability in such a marked degree 
that she was elected secretary 
and treasurer of the Co., and in 
Feb. of this year, 1910, she 
became the company’s business 
manager, still retaining her 
former official position. 


To prove that women may 


“make good” as managers one 
has only to scan the records of 
the Davis Chair Co. to be 





satisfied of the truth of the 
assertion; he will learn that at 
feast one woman has been able 
to make her efforts count for 
under the management of Miss 
McCloud the business of the 
company’s has increased 
substantially, ~and the 
improvements which have been 
made in the plant speak for 
themselves. Aside from all of this, 
trade extending policies have 
been entered into which are 
materially promoting the firm's 
growth. 


lt is a well-known fact that the 


Davis Chair Co. furnishes many 
of the large typewriters 
companies, with office chairs. It is 
also well known that this 
company does an exceedingly 
large amount of business with the 
office furniture dealers in general. 
It has glimpsed a lager vision, 
and has made the best of it.An 
export trade of great value has 
been worked up. 





Anna when we realize that Miss 
McCloud has charge of this entire 
business we begin to doubt 
whether any man could have 
bettered such a record, and to 
admire the pluck of a woman so 
successful in performing this feat, 
in addition to taking charge of the 
buying for the firm, the 
supervision of the factory and the 
superintending of the domestic 
sales department as well. in 
every instance the work is 
handied with quick, sure, 
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accurate judgement—which 
accounts for the rise of the lade 
to the business manager's chair. 


Miss McCloud is a firm believer 
in magazine advertising as a 
bringer of profitable business. 
The principles of sound 
advertising have not escaped the 
keen vision of Miss Erdean F. 
McCloud, and she is reaping the 
returns of her foresight and good 
business judgement, by the 
growth that is so manifest in her 
own company. 


A point not overlooked by this 
progressive lady is the value of a 
trade-mark-——-and the 
suggestive quality of the firm" 
Product is most forcibly brought 
out in a familiar picture of two 
ponies trying the strength of a 
McCloud chair. These ponies are 
the personal property of the 
manager of the Davis Chair Co. 


Miss McCloud is a good 
manager, a good superintendent, 
@ good business woman 
generally, and if one has any pre- 
conceived notions about the 
impossibility of woman becoming 
compent to hold executive 
positions, he is sure to change 
them when he becomes 
aquianted with the work of Miss 
McCloud, for as he studies the 
progress of the Davis Chair 
Company he cannot help but 
realize that the service of Miss 
McCloud is rendering her 
company speaks most 
conclusively of a business well 
managed. 


A cordial welcome awaits the 
visitor at the office of the Davis 
Chair Company, and the 
invitation extended to the public 
is an invitation that may be taken 
advantage of with benefit, for any 
one who enters the doors of this 
growing concern will leave them 
with a better knowledge of one 
woman's worth in the business 
world, and a high personal regard 
for Miss McCloud. 














M. Alissoffl 11 11 1 1 1 The Mechanical Printer! 1 11 11 1 1 | Tyoe-Writer 
By Curt Scaglione (collectors think the S&G steals the show but in 1876 it was Alissoff) 


Many patents were granted for typewriters invented between 1714 and 1868. According to one source, approximately 
twenty inventors had tried to construct writing machines of one kind or another before Sholes and his colleagues had even 
begun work in Klienstuber’s Milwaukee shop. 

M. Alissoff indicated that he spent several years in the development of his “Mechanical Printer’. He applied to the 

Russian Government for a patent in the year 1869. He later applied and was granted a patent in 1872 from France and in 

1874 he was granted a patent from England. His type-wheel machine was provided with keys corresponding to the letters 

of the alphabet; and by simply pressing on the keys, letters were printed in succession on a paper previously placed in 

the machine. The type-wheel was mounted co-axially with a letter index and selector handie. Upper and lower case 
characters (and other alphabets as well, if required) were placed in grooves , around the thickness of the wheel so that 
each set of the alphabet formed a separate complete circle, its position relative to the printing point being selected, by 
turning a screw. Inking was by way of a roller. The paper was fitted around a platen and lowered by a handle or pedal on 
the type-wheel for printing. 

Alissoff indicated that he believed with the aid of his invention, we might write as rapidly as we play on the piano. He was 

however, destined to discover that this could not be done. He also discovered the time saved in using his machine was, in 

fact, of too little consequence to induce people to give up implements so simple and cheap as a pen or pencil. He 
realized his invention was not likely to be a practical benefit, so he did his best to improve it, so that it might be used for 
fair copies. After many fruitless efforts, Alissof succeeded in the year 1873 in making an apparatus, which, he 

“unhesitatingly affirmed”, possesses the following advantages: 

(a) It will enable any person, even one who writes poorly, to make a fine copy of any manuscript whatever, by means of 
manuscript types, like those used in printing. It contained 240 characters, that is to say: Two styles of capitals, two of 
small letters, and it is so constructed that this number may be increased . (So much for the all caps Sholes and 
Glidden). It prints the characters one by one, ranging them with an almost mathematical regularity. 

(b) It is neither fatiguing nor injurious to the health, and the power of using it with facility may be acquired in a few days. 

(c) It works more rapidly than the most expert penman engaged in making a fair copy by hand. 

(d) The ink used never changes color, and it will, besides, serve for the transfer of the copy to lithographic stone or to 
the requirements of those who desire to have several copies of important papers. 

(e) Mistakes may be corrected without leaving a trace on the copies.(notice he does not say how) 


A\tthough the apparatus is more particularly intended for coping, Alissoff believed that it might be used even for the 

printing of books. The advantages that it offered were: 

(a) When the characters have been carefully made, the proofs obtained are almost as perfect as those of ordinary 
typography. 

(b) The work of adjustment is done in less time than typographic composition. 

(c) The process of correction is simplified and more rapid. 

(d) The apparatus saves money as well as time: it requires but a limited series of types, which need be but seldom 
renewed. Printers, it is well known, are obliged to have a very considerable stock of types, which require frequent 
renewal. 

(e) As type-cases require a great deal of space, composition, by the ordinary process, can only be done at a printing 
office, that is to say, in a place fitted for that purpose. This apparatus, on the contrary, being no larger than a cage 
machine of medium size, _can be used anywhere, and the whole work of composition can be done, if needed, 
home. (WOW! What a concept. ) 

(f) In type-printing, illustrations in the text have to be engraved in relief, which is very expensive; with the type-writer, 
they have only to be drawn on the stone, and the net cost of illustrated works is thus considerably lessened. 


To Alissoff's disappointment; the makers did not finish the type-writer in time for the opening of the Exhibition of Vienna 
and it could not be shown before the month of August, after the jury had already completed their labors. Had his type- 
writer arrived earlier, Alissiffs machine would have competed with Pastor Malling Hansen’s Writing Ball which won an 
award at the exhibition in 1873. Although he was disappointed with the judgement of the officials, Alissoff, was 
encouraged ,by the public and the press, and a number of experts honored him with flattering congratulations. This 
induced him to hope his invention would meet with due recognition in the United States. In 1876 the Alissoff Type-writer 
DID arrive from overseas to the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia and was praised officially as a beautiful and 
carefully constructed machine deserving “great commendation”. Christopher L. Sholes, who was there in person and 
expecting recognition for his machine, was not even given a mention. It just so happened that another American 
inventor, also at the exhibition, received the same honor Sholes had expected. He was Alexander Graham Bell, who was 
exhibiting for the first time in public, the “telephone”. 


At Rt. 
Alissoff 
Model 


Clark 
Collection 


-196- 





i 
Alissoff Pat. 








VINTAGE ADVERTISING 


Chicago Check Perforator. 


1892 
Cheapest, PATENTED 
4 ugust 20th, 1889. 
Quickest July 29th, 1890. 
and Best. 
Every 
Machine 


Warranted. 





Used and endorsed by the New York : Cladring Soube, and more than 7,500 of the 
largest concerns in the United States. 
. It has stood the test of time and now stands at the head of all similar devices in 
point of Fine Workmanship, Finish, Ease of Operation, and last but not least, Durability. 
It is operated with one hand, "and is the only machine that will perforate the Top, 
Bottom or Center of a check. 

Why pay $30.00 for a Machine when you can get a better one for 15.00? 
Every one who ever draws a check or signs a promissory note or certificate of stock, 
should buy 2 CHICAGO CHECK PERFORATOR. 

The B. F. CUMMINS Cco., Manufacturers of all kinds of Perforating Machines. 


232 and 234 Clinton Street, CHICAGO. 






TYPEWRITER 
RIBBONS 
and CARBONS | 


| In case you desire to handle the “BEST,” which is always cheapest in the end, put in 
' a line of the “INDELIBA”’ goods, the kind that mever fails to give satisfaction. 


INDELIBA MFG. CO., Inc., Rochester, N. Y., U. S. A. 





a aed 


Get Only the Best! 
THE CROSS “PERFECTED” FOUNTAIN PEN. 





Feb: 
1890 
Fully illustrated catalogue free on application. — THE CROSS PEN CO., BOSTON, MASS 
ESTERBROOK’S PENS. 
Stand a eT EE 818, 388. All Stationers have them. 


THE ESTEF ERB OK STE "ig PEN co. 26 seni Street, New York. 
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IN THE NEWS 


Looks like Noah’s ark must 
have got hung-up on the rocks 
This past summer while | was 
gearing up to print the 
newsletter, three stories 
emerged.(things always 
happen in 3’s) 

The first was 2 Caligraph 
Nol’s. Casillo took one and 
I’m not sure, but | think he got 
the 2™ one too. Next, at a 
little publicized auction in 
western NY, Russo moved in 
and snatched up a Travis. 
WOW! Next Casillo snared a 
Travis,of his own, right here in 
my own back yard, of , 
suburban Phila. It was 
rumored that Tony drove up to 
the old farm house and said 
“Come out, come out, 
wherever you are.” And sure 
enough the Travis walked right 
out and jumped into the back 
of his truck. (So THAT’S how 
he does it!) (Just kidding 
Tony). 
To round out the 3’s. Also 
this summer two Remington 
No. 9’s (along with a Yiddish 
mach and a No. 7) turned up, 
five minutes from my house, 
but apparently | was not quick 
enough as these were snapped 
up by Tom”Remington” Russo. 
Ironically , the man who 
owned them lives on OLIVER 
Rd. 

(if any readers have any, or 
know of any, “new finds” 
stories, please send info to the 
editor.) 
<><><><><><><><><><><> 


QUOTE OF THE QUARTER 


“When typewriter collecting it's 
not a bad idea to ‘hide’ in the tall 
grass, and just ‘jump-out’, every 
once and a while”. 


“Trying to screw around with Bob 


Aubert does NOT pay 
dividends”. 


<><> <>< ><> <>< oo oS ><> 
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“Keep smiling !_ It makes 


everyone wonder, what 
you've been up to 








Renections on Collecting prs oS. 


Way back when I first became interested in collecting 
old Typewriters , the whole ‘scene’ was much different than 
it is now. I remember meeting Ed Peters, for the first time. 
Having very little archives, on the subject. Now I have so 
much, its hard to keep track of. I remember having one 
book on the subject, now I have enough to fill a couple of 
shelves, at the library. I remember ordering the back issues 
of TYPEX, and reading them so many times that I had 
memorized them. Try that today. Since | started, many 
pages of newsletters have been published. I used to know 
almost every name on the subscription lists....but no 
more...there’s just to many of them. Used to be, that I had a 
few old ads, now I have hundreds. Another major change 
is all the chatter, on the internet, and E-mail. They didn’t 
have that, when I started. So what does all this mean? Well 
1 think it means that Typewriter collecting, has arrived. Its 
basically a good thing. But keep in mind, that to get 
something , you have to give up something. 1 especially 
regret having lost some “good” people along the way. I also 
miss being able to remember everything I've ever seen or 
heard about typewriters. BUT, I enjoy the fact that I am 
meeting some new “good” people and I do enjoy the 
quickness of E-Mail and surfing the Net. Why? Because this 
is the world we find ourselves in ! Ye Old Editor 


PAB ID 2 GD ak GP RG? A. EA aR BP 2 SP BSG ie PSD 25. ISD HEL 97 GOOD RE OD AD 


NEW YORK TIMES, OCT. 28,1902 


“Typewriter Company’s Difficulties” 
Newark, N.J. Oct. 27. 


The employees of Standard Typewriter Company, when they 
went to the factory, this morning, found it closed, and they 
were informed by General Manager F. Willett Walton that their 
services would not be required until further notice. In a 
statement that was given out by the company later in the day, 
it was said that the Standard had been operated in 
conjunction with another concern in New York under contract, 
and that as a result of friction, the New York company had 
refused to advance money for the Standard’s payroll. It was 
said that after an adjustment of the difficulties, work in the 
factory is to be resumed. The Standard Typewriter Company 
is the successor of the Manhattan Typewriter Compant that 
was wound up, two years ago. 

(This is an interesting piece, in that | had never heard of any 
connection between Manhattan and Standard. Does anybody 
have any insight, on this subject? ) 


P< >< ><> <>< >So Soo So So So So So SoS So So OOO SOIOES> 


NEW YORK TIMES July 19,1955 

“Atom-Driven Typewriter Wrote This News Story” 

West Milton, N.Y. July 18-——You are now reading the free world’s first 
newspaper story produced by atomic-generated electricity. It was written on 
an electric typewriter powered by the first commercially available energy to 
come from an atomic reactor in the United States. The reactor was built here 
for the Atomic Energy Commission by the General Electric Co. to test the 
power plant for the 2 atomic submarine, the SEA WOLF. Today energy not 
needed was diverted into private lines. This story was the first result. 
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TECH TALK 





While disassembling 
machines for repair, the first 
tool you will need is a pencil 
and paper. Make notes and 
drawings, so you can refer to 
them later. Not all repairs are 
completed the same day. 

><>< ><> oo CO OOOO 


Always use the proper size 
screwdriver/wrench. This will 
make things easier for 
you(and the other guy) when 
it needs adjusting, next time. 

>< >< ><> <>< >< oO SO OOOOK 


Try to maintain a sense of 
humor. This will help, when 
all else fails. 

><> <>< ><><><><><><>co< 


Whenever possible, obtain 
another machine of the model 
you are working on. This will 
allow you to “compare” the 
good working one with the 
broken/faulty example. 

><><>< >< >< >< ooo osos 


You are a Technician——not 
a grease monkey. Act like 
one! 

><><>< >< >< >< ><> oo SOK 


Don’t be afraid to ask 
questions, of people, who 
might have already 
completed, what you are 
about to try. That’s the nice 
part of subscribing to the 
newsletter. There are plenty 
of people to ask, and many 
eager to help. 

><> ><> <>< >< oo OSS 


From around the 


Chuck Watson from NC 
says,"| miss seeing TYPEX in 
my mailbox! Please start it 


up again. How can | 
help.(send a check and some 
stories) 


Ed Peters of PA writes’Tell 
me where to mail my check 
and sign me up.” Thanks Ed 
Curt Scaglione of FL E- 
mails, “I'm behind you 100%. 
Welcome back and good luck 
with the newsletter(Curt is 
one of the “good guys” in the 
hobby and has offered to 
maintain our Web-Site. Get to 
know him on the internet) 
Jack Knarr of NJ says “you 
have my vote and I’m sure 
you'll do a great job. 

Hoby VanDeusen of CT says, 
“if | can help with ribbon 
tins....Let me know. (As the 
ribbon tin guru I’m sure we 
Will need your help form time 
to time. 

John Lewis Sr. of NM says” 
I'm glad to hear that the 
TYPEX is back. | have some 
story ideas and can help with 
writing some. (Thanks John ! 
| welcome the offers of help, 
from you, and anyone else 
you would like to offer.) 

Bill Kortsch of CA tells me, 
“I'll subscribe , and | know 
where there are some good 
stories to be had, and | will 
pass that information along to 
you.” (thank you Bill , again | 
welcome the help.) 

Darryl Rehr of CA E-mailed 
and said,” This is the worst 
news I've heard this week 
and | hope you fail 
miserably”(Just Kidding 
Darryl) Actually Darryl said 
he welcomes the news and 
asks me to plug his 
newsletter so if you don't 
already subscribe send 
$20.N.A../25.Overseas to: 
ETCETERA E.T.C. 

Darryl Rehr 2591 Military 
Ave.LosAngeles, CA 90064 
Ph. (310) 477-5229. 

Pub . Mar.Jun.Sept. &Dec. 





BUY SELL SWAP 


Typewriters,Ribbon Tins 

Calc’s Checkwriters, and 

Related office items: 

For sale 

Lots of epherma. Send or call for list: 
Tom Fitzgerald 2125 Mt. Vernon St. 
Phila. Pa 19130 (215) 232-0328 

For sale 

My new book “Antique Typewriters 
and Office Collectibles” 340+photos 
All In color. $19.95 plus $2.00 
Shipping. Mail to: Darryl Rehr, P.O.Box 
641824, Los Angeles,CA 90064 

For sale 

A Group of 38 different Ribbon tins 
$228. Price includes ship. M. Brown 
P.O. Box 52607 Phila. PA 19115. Or 
call (215) 934-7998. (Also buying 
ftrading Ribbon Tins.) 

For sale 

Michael Adlers second typewriter 
book “Antique Typewriters from Creed 
to QWERTY” price $42.90 includes 
shipping & handling. 

Shiffer Publishing Co. 77 Lower 
Valley Rd. Atglen, PA 19310 
Ph.(610) 593-1777. 

For sale 

Marchant rotary calc.,Todd add 
mach. Tom Thumb toy typewriter 
John Young 4834 Frankford Ave. 
Phila. PA 19124 (215) 288-6261 
For sale 

STERLING SILVER Corona 
portable w/Gorham marking 

Some damage to carry-case. Best 
offer over 

$4000. Jan REDPATH 

336 Lynwood Dr. 

Severna Park, MD 21146 

(410) 544-0426 

For sale 

Adlers First Book from THE 
Source:This Olde Office,68-845 
Perez Rd. 

Catherdal City, CA 92234 

(800) 246-8558 Special 

discount price to Typex 
subscribers $70.00 plus$5. S&H 
For sale 

Malling Hanson Writing Ball 
RARE / Beautiful Cond. Contact: 
Fritz Niemann Wiesenstr 11 in D- 
49201 Dissen, GERMANY 

Your Ad could be here just as 
easy++++ SEND THEM IN>>>>> 








Last minute items your editor forgot to put in the newsletter: 


>>>>>Many thanks to Hoby VanDuesen (Ribbon Tin News). 
Darryl Rehr (Etcetera) 
Richard Polt (Classic Typewriter Page) (Web-Site) 


FOR helping to promote the NEWS that THE TYPEWRITER EXCHANGE is up and running. 


| forgot to plug Hoby’s Ribbon Tin News: If you don’t already subscribe and you like ribbon tins, sign up 
now: Subscriptions are $30.00/yr. Inthe U.S. 
Write Hoby at 28 The Green Watertown, CT 06795 


>>>>>Many thanks to Curt Scaglione, our webmaster, for making THE TYPEWRITER EXCHANGE 
Website a resounding success. 
You can E-Mail CURT at: scag@ate.net 


CORRECTION: Our web-site address was listed in E.T.C. and Ribbon Tin News incorrectly. This was not 
their fault as | had given the wrong information. 
The correct address is : http:Awyattweb.com/freepage/T/TypeX1@aol.com/home. shtml 


This is case sensitive, notice the capitol T’s and capitol X and the number one after typex. This is alsoa 
long winded address so you might want to add it to your favorite file (apparently someone did because we 
have had almost 500 hits in the first three weeks) You can also LINK to us and The Hudson Typewriter 
Exchange(Curt’s pages) via most other major Typewriter Collector Web-Sites. 


Check us out. New atthe site is our classified sell / buy section labeled GARAGE SALE. This ad section is 


FREE for the use of our subscribers. 
To place an ad here write or e-mail Curt or Mike. 


>>>>>WELCOME TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS: 


>LUIS PERNIA >COPY SHOP 

>RICHARD POLT > AL ABRAMOWITZ 

>FRANK DREW >MARJORIE CHESTER 

>ELLIOT SINGER M.D. >JOHN PACE O’SHEA 

> MICHAEL DRAZIN >ED PETERS 

>THIS OLDE OFFICE >RICH CINOTTA 

>JAMES LEVI >BOB AUBERT 

>MAX MARTELANCZ >CARL BACKLUND 

>FRED ROENICKE >CURT SCAGLIONE 

>HUBERT L. SLOAT >THE GUY DOWN AT HOME DEPOT 
>ERNIE JORGENSON >FERNANDO A.M. COSTA 

>JOE STEIDLE >MARK TAFF 

>JACK GETZ >JUSTIN SCHWEITZER 

>CALEB O. BECKSTRAND >RAY THOMAS 

>MARC SOVA >AND HOPEFULLY MANY MORE 
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. Happy 125" Anniversary to: 
» Sholes & Glidden Typewriterasys-1998) 
ey VARA RERIG BADER BADE REDRE BEDRE ASAI REARS AAA ae 








Sree 7 Decorated Sholes & Glidden Christopher Latham Sholes 


&: From its inception, many different people have 
“gt: expressed different views, as to who is the “true inventor” of the 
qa *first practical typewriter. They pondered who should share the 
#223 credit for the Sholes. Machine. The survivors of Carlos Glidden 
“ie” Claimed that he was the inventor. Mechanic Matthias Swalbach 


, said, no, it was he. Financial backer James Densmore said, if not 
” for him, there would be no invention. 


eet” 


& 7 Continued on page 209 


seu aunts atone otets tenes anene ntatancans anaes pnete > 









Founded in 1981 
by the late great 
DAN POST 
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Notes From the Editor 


Well, the first-inning jitters are out of the way. 
| sincerely hope that everyone enjoyed seeing TYPEX, in the 
mailbox again! My plan was to get on everyone's nerves, 
and apparently, I've succeeded. 

| had a great time putting the first issue together, and | am 
especially thankful for all those who have helped and 
encouraged me. A number of people have pointed out all the 
mistakes and errors which slipped into the first issue. To 
these people | am grateful, as | take their constructive 
criticism to heart. 

With this issue, | am privileged to honor the 125" 
Anniversary of the SHOLES & GLIDDEN typewriter. It is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity for me to mark this auspicious 
occasion. | trust everyone will join in this celebration with me. 

Due to this fact, you will notice that some regular features 
were left out of this issue, in order to allocate more space to 
honor the pinnacle of typewriter collectors, worldwide. 

Please keep the cards and letters coming. (Especially the 
ones with the little goodies in them.) 

Curt Scaglione the Typex Webmaster recently told me that due to 
a shut-down at WyattWeb we will lose our old web-site address. Our 
ever faith-full Curtis has been very busy creating our ‘all new Web- 
Site. Please note new address: http: www. freenet.tih. fl. us/~curtis7/ 





On a cold rainy Saturday in November, | had the 
pleasure of meeting with Rich Cincotta and Chuck Dilts, 
both of MA. It was at the New England Jamboree, these 
two dedicated collectors were kind enough to sponsor. 

We were treated to a demonstration of cleaning 
products, free handouts, great food and drink, buying 
and selling of machines, viewing their collection, and 
other machines that were brought. There was plenty of 
good conversation and exchanging of ideas. Did | 
mention a lot of conversation? And good company? | 
think | speak for all in attendance, when | say it was a 
fun day... 

Thank you to Rich and Chuck for making it happen! 


A number of subscribers have asked me to spend 
less time on exotic machines. They have suggested that 
| try to reach more collectors by addressing some of the 
more mainstream items. | just want to say that | hear 
you guys/gals and will make a concerted effort to 
address this request. Thanks for telling me. 
REKKREEARKKREEEREEEEKER EER EEE EREREREER ERE ERE REE EERE 
Time is the best teacher. Unfortunately it 
Kills all its students. 


20e 
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Bundy: A Giant Mystery Solved 


By Jack Knarr 


Most of America’s great old bustling typewriter 
stores have disappeared, replaced by sterile computer 
warehouses or mall franchise outlets. But not the 
legendary Bundy store, which has operated in Center 
City Philadelphia since 1918. 

“In 1980 we hooked up with Apple,” says the 
current owner, the late Augustus Bundy’s nephew, 
Amold Foley. “We sold the first computer business 
machine in the area. Now we’re an Apple franchise, 
Epson. We sell computers now, sure.” 

Nevertheless, the Bundy story is an open window on 
the history of the typewriting machine that we 
collectors love and cherish. What a time! 

“Augustus Bundy started the business fixing 
individual machines and selling them,” said Mr. Foley. 
“One of the first stores was at 8" & Chestnut. He had a 
concession with another retailer (Trout Direct Filing 
Co. at 825 Chestnut) that was in there. He just put a 
sign outside, ‘Used Typewriters’ for Sale.” 

Foley said Augustus’s birth name was Bondi. 
(Another source claims Bundito.) His parents, Samuel 
and Rose, were Italian immigrants. For his business, 
Augustus changed his name to the English “Bundy”. 

Everybody began buying typewriters from Bundy. 
It wasn’t easy for him to get machines to sell either. 
Foley said independent retailers like Bundy had it tough 
in those days. 

“Strictly, only manufacturers sold typewriters, 
period, through their own branches, and their own 
sales-people,” Foley said. “It’s like an automobile 
agency, you sell only your own. They had their own 
branches, and they only sold out of the branches. Until 
the late ‘40s, (independents) weren’t able to buy new 
typewriters at all. In fact, up until 1965, you couldn’t 
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buy a new IBM, no retailer could. The only avenue he 
had was to buy used typewriters, and recondition and 
rebuild them. 

“He (Augustus) probably started with the Corona 
3,” Arnold said. “Corona 3 sort of folds over; it makes 
it more compact. He used to buy used typewriters by 
the hundreds, and he probably went out and bought 
hundreds of used Corona 3 typewriters, rebuilt them, 
painted them, and sold them.” 

(Actually another source tells the story that when 
Corona ended production they sold all the remaining 
parts and inventory to Bundy and he assembled and 
produced thousands and had the exclusive rights to sell 
them.) He set up an incredible cellar factory and 
sidewalk-level showroom in the Victory Building at 
10” & Chestnut. (See copy of letterhead above.) 

“Underneath that Victory Building,” Foley said, “it 
went halfway down to Market street. They owned the 
whole bottom, storage after storage after storage. It 
looked like catacombs down there. It was an old 
building still standing today and all we did was store 
machines. 

“He almost had an assembly line; there were 
probably 20, 25 men down there,” Foley said. “They 
started with a used typewriter, they stripped it down, 
and they put it in cyanide to take the must off and 
cleaned it, put new parts on it, put on the new rubber. 
the platens and the rollers, painted it, and then 
eventually sold it. 

“I mean at Christmastime, they sold 100 machines a 
day out of there.” 

This was the middle ‘30s through the ‘50s. A 
newspaper writer of the day reported: “The whole 
nation sends its used typewriters to Philadelphia to be 
cleaned, repaired, polished and resold...because of a 
man named August S. Bundy.” 














Bundy aggressively advertised, even renting a car, 
a unique 1906 Orient Buckboard, for $2 an hour to 
drive the city streets during the holidays. A 1989 
photo (see below) in “Old Cars Weekly” showed the 
car in 1935. “Bundy Typewriter Co. wishes you a 
Merry Christmas,” shouted a huge, four-sided cube on 
the buckboard. 





The next year, Bundy had another stroke of genius 
when he hired Michael J. Stiegler, the city’s largest 
policeman, to hawk typewriters out front of the store. 
(See photo below) The gentle 375-pounder dressed in 
a Foreign Legion uniform and became famous as “The 
Bundy Giant.” Years later his obituary in The Bulletin 
said he was 6-foot-10; Arnold remembered him being 
7-feet tall! 





“Big Mike” (or “Tiny” as he was known to his 
friends) wore size 22 shoes and stood taller that the 
front doors of the store. The Victor Adders and 
portable typewriters he carried virtually disappeared in 
the crook of his arm. The Bundy Giant made quite an 
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impression. Editor Acel Moore of the Philadelphia 
Inquirer recently wrote of the time he and his father 
visited Bundy’s. 

“When I was a boy,” he wrote. “The Bundy store 
was considered one of the largest retail typewriter 
outlets in the world. It still operates at 18” and 
Chestnut as the Bundy Typewriter and Computer Co. 

“My emphatic memory of Bundy was of ‘Big 
(Mike),’ who stood over 6-foot-5, dressed in a uniform 
and cap adorned with the Bundy logo. He stood on 
the street in front of the store greeting customers and 
opening the door for them. At Christmas, he would be 
dressed as Santa Claus.” 

Mike was so big, two average-size Santa Clauses 
could fit in his one custom-made outfit. In a 
photograph taken for a news story published probably 
in 1942 at the beginning of World War II, big Mike is 
seen ambling out in front of Bundy’s, carrying FOUR 
portable typewriters at once, two in each hand and 
arm, with no obvious effort. 

The War production Board had just announced the 
freezing of typewriter sales, and the future of salesman 
like Big Mike Stiegler and the other 45 Bundy 
employees was uncertain that day. But everything 
worked out. 





Arnold Foley said Mike Stiegler was employed full- 
time from 1933 to 1952 (his obituary said 1936). For 
all us ribbon tin buffs this helps to date the “common” 
Bundy tin to between these dates and dates the earlier, 
rarer, “Eagle” ed tin to oe 1933. See example 
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It was the golden age of typewriters, and a good time 
at Bundy’s. A 1947 photograph taken of the staff at 
Christmas shows Big Mike standing on the left side in 
his Giant's suit, smiling along with 36 other male 
employees, all in the suit-and tie. Front and center, a 
grinning Augustus sat between apparently the only two 
women at the firm. 

“This was a bachelor, that enjoyed life to its ‘Nth’ 
degree,” Armold Foley said. Vacations, women, “he was 
a personality next to none. He knew them all, judges. 
He belonged to all the clubs from the sophisticated 
Philo-Payton Club, to Whitemarsh Country Club and 
Manufacturers Country Club. He played golf and 
sponsored amateur golfers. Two of them won the 
Philadelphia championship twice. He belonged to the 
Pennsylvania Athletic Club, he belonged to you name it. 

“He knew what life was about, he traveled all over 
the world, and he did it in style. He made a lot of money 
in the beginning, there’s no question. And when he 
slowed down, he knew how to do it,” 

Yes, that’s evident in that photo from 50 Christmases 
ago. The man has a twinkle in his eyes. Most of the 
people in the picture called him Mr. Bundy. His friends, 
and the judges, they called him Gus. The son of 
immigrant farmers had done well. Finally around that 
time. Smith-Corona agreed to sell Bundy brand new 
Skywriter portable typewriters. This was just after 
World War I. That broke the dam. Soon Smith-Corona 
and Remington and a couple of Italian factories began 
making new typewriters specifically for Bundy. 


BRAND NEW 


Sa, PORTABLES 


MADE BY 
REMINGTON 


BRAND NEW 


R ROYAL 


Formerly 


2-Year Written Guarantee with All Portables 
® Sovings of $7.95 te $20.00 * FREE: Towch Typing Beoblel! 
t Inclede Core * Free Lecol Deliveries 


® Low Badge? Cherge! 
* tities Limited! 


Smell Depertt Reserves Any Machine for Chrhiimes 





Above, see a Classified ad for Bundy, circa 1939. 


Foley said Bundy was brilliant. “I mean, you’ll never 
duplicate a man like that if you went through three- 
quarters a of million people. In sales, he was absolutely 
brilliant, from ideas of things like this (the Buckboard 
advertising) to hiring the big man. 

“That big man, and this is the truth, up until the early 
“90s, people would come in and say, ‘Whatever 
happened to the big guy? Where is he?!’ Forty years, 
the man hasn’t been on that corner! So it was a genius 
idea, to hire the big guy. People remembered that.” 

In 1952 Mike Stiegler became ill. He worked part 
time from 1953 to 1958, and died in 1959 at age 59. 
Augustus Bundy died at 74 in 1965, and a year later, 
Amold bought the business from the estate. 
Redevelopment forced Bundy’s from the northwest to 
southeast corner at 10" & Chestnut in 1978,and in 1991, 
Bundy’s moved to 1809 Chestnut. Viva La Bundy’s. 
(Jack Knarr is a columnist for the Burlington County 
Times, in New Jersey.) 
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ONE OF A KIND ? 


This great discovery, was sent in 
by John Lewis, of NM. John says 
he doesn’t know much about its 
history or origin. Maybe one of 
our readers can tell us more 
about it. This tin measures 5 %” 
X 2 ¥%. Columbia Typewriter 
Manufacturing Co. 110° | St 
Lenox and Fifth Ave., New York. 
“Typewriter Tool Box’, apparently 
held small tools for typewriter 
adjusting.(Looks to me as if it 
would double as a can that could 
be used to take up a collection for 
needy typewriter repairmen who 
are having trouble making ends 
meet.) 





_completed merchandise. 
department was halted for only twenty-four hours. An 
‘emergency crew completed clean-up operations to such good 





Columbia Ribbon and Carbon Plant 


Suffers Small Damage In Fire 
This piece is dated February 1936............ Source Unknown 


Fire of unknown origin on January 7 threatened to sweep 


‘the plant of the Columbia Ribbon and Carbon Manufacturing 


Company, Glen Cove, L.I. Quick action by employees and 


the local fire department as well as an automatic sprinkler 


system soon brought the fire under control. 

The damage was confined almost entirely to the gelatin 
roll department. The blaze was discovered by employees, 
early in the aftemoon. No damage was done to the building 


‘itself and comparatively little to the machinery. 


The chief loss was in water damage to supplies and 
Production in the gelatin roll 


effect that the department was running full force the next day. 


(No damage to ribbon tins here!) 
OOOO OO OOODDOOH OO NOM ONS 


A Typewriter for a Theatre Ticket 


From Office Appliances: Dated May 1905 


“Oh what a tangled web we weave.. . 

This story is told on a senior - student in a California 
university, who had rented a typewriter. 

The unfortunate young man had been keeping company 
with a young lady and had made an engagement to take her to 
the theatre on a certain night. Time rolled around, money was 
lacking, and he thought of the machine. He took it to a 
pawnbroker and there received a ticket and $10.00, expecting 
of course to redeem the machine later. 

All would have gone well had it not been that someone 
connected with the agency saw him go into the pawnshop. 
The agency was immediately notified and the chief of police 
in his tum. 

As might be expected, a member of the agency visited the 
home of the victim, and while a deputy marshal, who 
accompanied him, waited outside, the representative entered 
and told the poor fellow that he wished to close up the rental 
proposition. The hero of our story broke down and was than 
arrested and taken to the county jail, but before the time set 
for the arraignment the marshal received word to release him. 
Some of his friends had redeemed the machine and squared 
things with the renting agency. 

Moral: Don’t pawn a typewriter that doesn’t belong to you 
to raise funds for theatre tickets. 
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I Typewriter} 
i RIBBON 


PHILLIPS PROCESS CO.!"* 
ROCHESTER,N.Y 


tent aie one ee 





FED BY 


MroCo.nc. 
ROCHESTER NYUSA: 


MS BLEEK & RED REGO 
‘ne ne 





The above nine tins, [shown at 100%] were sent in by our good friend: RAY THOMAS. Ray has chosen a 
nice selection for all of us to see. Beginning at the top left: Sacva is a scarce tin from Italy, Hi-Hat is a 
rarer, desirable tin. notice the rare Ellis name on the common Kee Lox Flint brand, Oregon is a nice 
representation of his home state, Old English is special to Ray because it has his surname Thomas on the 
sign, The no-name office scene is handsome but for some reason it shows all contents of the office except a 
9 typewriter, Official has a nice torch and looks like it could represent the Olympics, The Electromatic 
(I.B.M.) is a great visual piece, And the Government brand by Mittag & Volger doesn’t turn up that often. 


Anyone who finds or has rare, interesting or colorful tins and would like to see them on display here is 
asked to send them to the Editor. 
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News from cyberspace(off the net) 


To whom it may concern: 


On the 5” of November the founder of the 
Scription museum in the Netherlands, has died. 
Frater van den Berg, aged 82 started with 
collecting writing pens. He soon broadened his 
horizon and laid the foundation of the Scription 
typewriter collection, which today numbers 1200+ 
machines. He will be sorely missed. 


Paul van Vugt (scription@tref.nl) 


DPOPOPOPODOOOOD OOO 
For anyone who does not already know: 


Rich Cincotta and Chuck Dilts two dedicated 
collectors from Mass. are now operating the E-mail 
“bulletin board” simply called “THE LIST”. This 
service, was originally started by Richard Polt. To 
join “THE LIST” E-mail Chuck at: ( 
chuck101@erols.com ) 

KEKE AK EK KEK EKA KEKE EKEARAKKAKKKEA SE 

Longtime Collector Bob Aubert has also started an 
electronic E-mail “chat line”, called “The 
Collectors Forum”. To sign-on you can E-mail 
Bob at: baubert@juno.com 
KEKKKKEEEK KEKE A EKER EERE EEE E 

Many thanks to Peter Muckermann, Editor of 
TYPENKORB. Peter was kind enough to promote 
TYPEX in his October 1997 issue. 

Anyone interested in subscribing to TYPENKORB 
can contact Peter at: Auf der Warte 34 D-33378 
Rheda-Wiedenbruck. PH:05242/36 339 or E-mail 


Typenkorb@aol.com 





The cartoon shown below was sent in by comedian, 
Bill Kortsch. I think he is poking fun at me. But 
I’m no dummy, Bill, I sold all my manuals and used 
the money to buy ELECTRIC typewriters! 

I guess this could apply to all us collector nuts. 








“¢m afraid your uncie had all his mone 
invested in manual typewriters.” 





Mystery Solution 


In the November 1997 issue, you were given a mystery 
to solve. I figure that on or about November 22”, you 
discovered that John F. Kennedy was the answer to the 
puzzle. Below is a facsimile of what the solved puzzle 
should have looked like. No puzzle this issue, but look 
for more to come. Answer has been reduced to conserve 


space. 





DODO DO COOSOOSOOK 


Work Of The First Typewriter 


Office Applianees: Dated /May 1906 

A product, probably of the first typewriting 
machine ever made, was discovered in the archives 
of the Milwaukee board of public works recently by 
Chief Clerk Daniel Regan. It is a contract, drawn in 
typewritten letters of a gothic design, but clear and 
neat in green ink. All letters are “caps.” 

Mr. Regan was looking for some records when 
he discovered the old contract. It is dated Aug. 
17,1871. Mr Regan thought that he had 
unearthed a practical joke when he compared this 
date with even his scant knowledge of the age of 
the typewriter. He was at a loss until he saw 
among the names of the then board of public 
works at the bottom, that of C. Latham Sholes. * 


“Why, that is the name of the inventor of the 
typewriter,” he said. “l remember now that he was 
a commissioner.” 

Jacob Velter, present dock inspector, and Maj. 
P.H. McCauley signed the contract with Mr. Sholes, 
as it is shown. The contract is well preserved, but 
still bears the mark of age. It is countersigned in 
one corner by “Jeremiah Quin, comptroller.” 

“| do not doubt that the contract is written on the 
first real typewriter ever made,” said Commissioner 
Thomas E. Hoye. “| know Mr Sholes was 
experimenting when he was commissioner. It is 
said that his first successful machine, the one on 
which this paper probably was drawn, was as large 
as a piano.” 

“Yes, and they thought he was_ insane,” 
interposed Mr. Regan, “because no one then could 
see that a typewriter would have any commercial 
value if it were perfected.” 

Mr. Regan looked terrified at the thought of wnat 
office work would be nowadays without one. 
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It is true, as with any invention, there are always 
numbers of people who play a part. Just as no single 
football player wins a game, it is a team effort. 

Over the years, much information has finally been 
gleaned and collated concerning the Sholes & 
Glidden typewriter and Chris Sholes. It’s taken 125 
years of analyzing and digesting, but roll over 
Beethoven and tell Tschaikovsky the news...The 
first successfully manufactured typewriter was the 
S&G. 

This particular writer would like to suggest that 
on this auspicious occasion [125 anniversary of the 
first typewriter production.] that we put all the 
innuendo to rest. So, if anyone should ask you...the 
first typewriter IS the Sholes & Glidden ....and... 
Who invented it? Christopher Latham Sholes. [I 
mean no disrespect to any of our overseas readers, as 
we are all aware of the many foreign inventors and 
other Americans who contributed and produced early 
versions. | 

On these points most modern or semi-modern 
scholars agree. To quote sources from The Writing 
Machine, by Michael Adler: “By and large, however, 
all these reports agree that it was Sholes who played 
the chief part.” 

Every serious collector wants one and without it 
we very likely would not have the computer, as we 
know it. The keyboard layout, which can be 
directly traced to Sholes, is just one example. 

The Story of the Typewriter 1873-1923, tells me 
that the writing machine “has radically changed our 
modern system of education in many of its most 
important phases. It has helped to knit the whole 
world closer together. Its influence has been felt in 
the shaping of language and even human thought”. 
The invention of printing has been described as the 
most important single advance in the history of 
civilization.” 

In Richard Current’s The Typewriter and The 
Men Who Made It, I find this entry, on page 136. 
“C. Latham Sholes deserves to be called the ‘Father’ 
of the typewriter, and even yet he does not have the 
fame that is his due.” And on page 139 he continues 
with these words: “Suffice it to say that Densmore 
who before he died had occasion to know a great 





many typewriter inventors, always considered Sholes 
much the ‘most fertile’ of them all. In sum Sholes 
had the most to do, as an inventor, in bringing to a 
practical culmination the fairly long and previously 
fruitless efforts to make a workable writing machine. 
In this sense he was and is ‘the’ inventor of the 
typewriter. He deserves such fame as the world 
customarily allots to individual inventive genius.” 
Life for Sholes began on Saint Valentine’s Day 
on February 14, 1819 in a loghouse near the tiny 
village of Mooresburg, Pennsylvania. The 


typewriter was born at Kleinsteuber’s machine shop 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
| & 








THE MACHINE SHOP WHERE SHOLES INVENTED 
THE TYPEWRITER 


Our beloved Sholes lived to the ripe old age of 
seventy-one and passed on to typewriter heaven on 
Monday February 17,1890, just three days past his 
birthday. 

When Sholes tapped-out “WWW” on that first 
little glass contraption...Could he have envisioned 
the “W.orld W.ide W.eb? A visionary and genius, 
indeed! Thank you Father Sholes. 





Today, in the collector community some have 
tried to portray the S&G as a somewhat common 
machine. This is based, no doubt, on the information 
regarding all the new S&G’s that have surfaced in 
recent years. An educated guess tells me that as 
many as seventy-five (maybe more) are surviving 
today. That sounds like a lot until you discover that 
about half that number are in museums. It still 
sounds like a lot until you find out that about half the 
remaining number, are owned by just two private 
collectors. That leaves roughly twenty machines to 
spread between the remaining collectors. But don’t 
despair, many of these have been unearthed in just 
the last several years and I personally know of at 
least several machines that are ‘at large’ ... waiting to 
be found by a collector...just like you. 
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Typewriter Reminiscences 


This piece is from an early trade journal dated, April 1905. 


| REMEMBER VERY WELL THE DAY WHEN, IN THE YEAR 1874—-—AND THAT WAS MORE THAN 
THIRTY YEARS AGO———THE FIRST “WRITING MACHINE” WAS INSTALLED IN THE OFFICE OF AN 
ENTERPRISING AND UP—TO—DATE—-—THAT DATE-——CHICAGO NEWSPAPER. THE MACHINE WAS 
NOT OWNED BY THE PAPER, THOUGH THE EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, WHOSE NAME WAS WILBUR 
Fisk STOREY, HAD A MANIA FOR INTRODUCING ALL THE LATEST MECHANICAL IMPROVEMENTS. 
PNEUMATIC TUBES, FANTASTIC ARRANGEMENTS IN VENTILATION, CALL BELLS, EVERYTHING THAT 
CAME AROUND, WAS IMMEDIATELY TRIED ON THAT OFFICE. THERE WAS EVEN A RUMOR AT THAT 
TIME, BASED ON THE CHIEF'S INTEREST IN SOMEBODY'S CURE OF A SORE THROAT, THAT HE WAS 
GOING TO SET UP AN OFFICE LARYNGOSCOPE AND COMPEL EVERYBODY TO USE IT. 

BUT THIS WRITING MACHINE WAS TOO MUCH FOR HIM. IT WAS BROUGHT IN ON TRIAL BY 
FRANK WILKIE, ONE OF THE WRITING STAFF, ON HIS OWN RESPONSIBILITY. IT WAS THE OBJECT OF 
UNIVERSAL DERISION, EVEN ON THE PART OF THE OPEN—MINDED AND MECHANICALLY DAFT “OLD 
mn 

BEYOND ALL DOUBT IT WAS ENTITLED TO ALL 
THE DERISION THAT IT GOT. IT WROTE 
NOTHING BUT CAPITAL LETTERS, AND IT 
WROTE THESE IN AN UN-EVEN LINE HiGGLEDY— 
PIGGLEDLY. SOME OF THEM TIPPED ONE WAY 
AND SOME THE OTHER. ONE LETTER WOULD 
COME OUT FAINT ON THE PAGE AND THE 
NEXT BLACK AND STRONG. A PAGE OF COPY 
WRITTEN WITH THE MACHINE LOOKED LIKE ONE 
OF JOHNNY JONE’S COMPOSITIONS. “PRINTED” IN 
CAPITAL LETTERS WITH A BAD PEN AND TWO OR 
THREE KINDS OF INK. IT WAS ALWAYS GETTING OUT 
OF ORDER, AND IT SKIPPED SO MANY LETTERS AND 
SLANTED ITS LINES SO MANY DIRECTIONS THAT 
THE COMPOSITORS BECAME CROSSED-EYED AND 
TALKED OF GOING ON STRIKE AGAINST IT. 

But WILKE WAS ALWAYS AN OPINONATED AND PERVERSE SORT OF FELLOW, AND 
THE FACT THAT EVERYBODY RIDICULED AND HATED HIS MACHINE LED HIM TO STICK TO IT WITH 
PERFECT LOYALTY. HE HAMMERED OUT EDITORIALS AND SUNDAY ARTICLES UPON IT WITH 
INCREASING AND ASTONISHING FLUENCY. HE KEPT AT IT A YEAR OR TWO AND THEN EXCHANGED 
HIS CRAZY MACHINE WITH THE MAKERS FOR A GREATLY IMPROVED TYPEWRITER, WHICH WOULD 
IMPRINT BOTH CAPITALS AND SMALL LETTERS. 

HE HAD A TRIUMPH IN THE OFFICE ON THE DAY WHEN HIS FIRST EDITORIAL IN “CAPS” AND 
LOWER CASE, AND IN LINES THAT WERE AT LEAST CONSIDERABLY STRAIGHTER THAN A RAIL FENCE, 
WAS SENT TO THE COMPOSING ROOM. OTHER MEMBERS OF THE STAFF BEGAN TO TALK OF 
GETTING TYPEWRITERS, AND BY AND BY OTHERS DID GET THEM. THOUGH THEY WERE CLUMSY 
AFFAIRS COMPARED WITH THE MACHINES OF TEN YEARS LATER, THEY HAD THE MOST ESSENTIAL 
ADVANTAGES OF THE TYPEWRITERS OF THE PRESENT DAY. 
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Copy Holder: 


The Unknown Feature 


By Michael A. Brown 

Not long ago, I discovered a 
feature that I believe many 
collectors do not know about. 
That feature is the swing out 
copy- holder on most every 
Sholes & Glidden. 

I discovered this quite by 
accident, as I was carrying a 
machine and the arm just 
swung out. I wondered what it 
was for and how do I use it. 


Then after studying it for a . 


while, it all made perfect 
sense. I checked with some 
other collectors who own some 
of these machines and was 
surprised to learn that some 
of them did not even know of 
this feature. : 

I have seen photographs 
and many pictures, in lots of 
different books. Further 
investigating lead me to 
discover that in all the 
pictures and photos of Shole’s 
machines, none of them have 
ever been displayed to 
highlight this amazing and 
practical feature. 

If you look very closely at 
the underside of the left side 
of the top plate, you can 
usually see the forward view 
of the arm in its tucked-away 
position. Not even in the 
official Sholes instruction 
book is it shown! I find this to 
be strange. 

There is one exception, an 
artist’s sketch of one in The 
Wonderful Writing Machine by 
Bruce Bliven Jr. I still have a 
problem trying to understand 
why such a great feature was 
never promoted or mimicked 
by any of the _ other 
entrepreneurs of the day. 

Why also, is it almost 
completely unknown till this 
day, some one hundred and 
twenty-five years later? On 
the top right of this page are 
the Bliven book drawing and 
an actual photo of a Shole’s 
copy- holder on display. Was 
this a great idea, or what? 
YOU Decide! 





Ce al Bed 


The business office 
of the 70's, Work 
has been held up 
while everyone in- 
spects thac new 
“contraption” — the 
Remington Ty pe 
writer. 
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Shocking in 1873... 


“it Shocking Miss Pilgrim’ —20th Century-Fox 


Technicolor production starring Betty Grable and 
Dick Haymes, supported by Gene Lockhart, and soon 
to be seen in your local theatre—portrays just how 
shocking the very idea was in 1873 that a woman 


could work alongside a man in a business office 


ted March 1,1933 
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HISTORICAL @ 


SHOLES 
LETTER 


A Treasure Indeed 


Shown on the left is a Xerox 
copy of an original hand written 
letter, by C. L. Sholes. It is 
addressed to W.J. Barron who 
was James Densmore’s nephew 
and dated April 27,1871. At this 
early date it is safe to say that 
Sholes probably had very few, if 
any, machines that were reliable 
enough for him to type on, 
consistently. Hence, the rare 
hand-written letter. This page 
and a half letter has been 
touched-up and reduced to fit 
the page space. 

In the text of the letter, 
Sholes talks about providing a 
Stationary index finger on the 
frame. Here he is referring to a 
character indicator. Further 
along he mentions that he is 
engaged in experimenting with a 
new and different line 
movement. He tells that the 
mechanic who has done the 
work, guarantees its success! 
(Yea, right!) 

Later, he goes on to 
explain that the machine sent to 
Washington as well as Porter's, 
at Chicago, get out of alignment. 
He states that when they left 
Milwaukee, they were all well 
aligned. He attributes the 
problem to the “colliding of the 
type and bending the hammers’. 
(Does that sound familiar?) To 
fix this problem in the future, he 
will cast the wires so they won't 
bend easily. (Let’s hope that 
works.) 








Christopher Latham Sholes: Businessman, inventor, philanthropist,idealist. 


On the personal side much more could be 
written concerning Sholes, for he was a man of 
very unusual and attractive character. Some 
might have called him an eccentric, but his 
eccentricities were of a kind, which endeared him 
to everyone. He is described as one of the most 
unselfish, kind-hearted and companionable men 
that ever lived. He was also a man of extreme 
personal modesty, and of almost excessive 
tenderness of conscience, viewed from the usual 
business standpoint. He was always more just to 
others and less than just to himself. Some 
phases of his character were a puzzle. As an 
editor he made it a rule to copy into his own 
paper all the adverse criticisms that were passed 
upon him by his political adversaries, and some 
of them were very bitter and unjust, and he would 
always omit all complimentary notice of himself 
and his work. Gentle and loveable, cultured and 
brilliant, modest and unselfish... these were the 
outstanding characteristics of Christopher L. 
Sholes. 

He was not the kind of man to ever make 
much money. In the days before the typewriter 
he had, by a fortunate chance, acquired wealth, 
but he did not keep it. The typewriter gave him 
another opportunity, but he let it pass. From first 
to last, he was singularly indifferent to worldly 
fortune. One day in his later years, he remarked 
to a friend that he had been trying all his life to 
escape becoming a millionaire and he thought he 
had succeeded admirably. 

He was always a visionary, and one of his 
visions was of a human utopia, which should 
witness the abolition of greed and poverty and 
the dawn of universal love. Call him a dreamer if 
you will, but one day he dreamed a dream which 
he proceeded to translate into a wonderful reality, 
which has placed the whole world in his 
everlasting debt. 

It is pleasing to know that the inventor of the 
typewriter lived to see the beginnings of this great 
movement and the knowledge of it gladdened his 
later years. Sholes died in Milwaukee on 
February 17,1890, and for some years before his 
death he never rose from his bed. But though 
more dead than alive in body, his mind remained 
clear, unclouded and active to the very end. Mr. 
C.E. Weller tells of a private letter, which relates 
the following incident, which occurred shortly 
before his death, when a_ daughter-in-law 
remarked to him, “father Sholes, what a 
wonderful thing you have done for the world.” He 
replied, “I don’t know about the world, but | do 
feel that | have done something for the women 
who have always had to work so hard. This will 
enable them more easily, to earn a living.” 

In one of the last letters he ever wrote, Sholes 
says, “whatever | may have felt in the early days 


(He was skeptical of it’s success) of the value of 
the typewriter, it is obviously a blessing to 
mankind, and especially to womankind. | am 
glad | had something to do with it. | builded [sic] 
wiser than | knew, and the world has the benefit 
of it.” 

These farewell words of Sholes form a 
suitable close to this story. He rendered the 
world of womankind a great service, he lived long 
enough to know it and he died contented and 
happy in that knowledge. His closing words 


show that he thought more of this achievement 
than of any other service rendered by his 
invention. 





In this anniversary year (The 50" anniversary 
in 1923.) of the writing machine, it is fitting that 
our thoughts should turn to the simple, gentle, 
kindly, modest, lovable man, who in his lifetime 
neither sought nor obtained reward or honors, 
and whose very name is little known today, in the 
great world of business which he transformed 
with his invention, or to the millions of women 
who owe so much to his efforts. 


The preceding story was compiled by Michael 
A. Brown using excerpts from The Story of the 
Typewriter 1873-1973, published by the Herkimer 
County Historical Society, Herkimer, N.Y. in 
1923. 

If this is in fact, a true accounting of Sholes, 
and | have no reason to doubt it, then | suggest 
we accept him as a role model, one for us to 
emulate. 





From Around the Network..... 

Patrick Sheary, DC said; “I like the 
newsletter, especially the color pages. 

Ed Peters, PA , writes; “Your newsletter is 
terrific! By far, the best I’ve ever seen. You 
have set a high standard.” 

Jack Knarr ,NJ “I like the editors 
energy and creative style and humor!” 
One overseas subscriber wrote :” To Mike and 
Aids.” J tried to tell him that I didn’t have AIDS. 

Ned Brooks, VA “Nice picture of the 
McCool....Nice Ribbon tin photos.” 

It was reported to me that the first- 
lady of typewriters, Lee Ann Clark,CT 
said “it was like a breath of fresh air.” 

A non- subscriber in NJ said; “...there were 
several punctuation, capitalization, and set-up 
errors.” “... Just pointing out some things that 
will make the magazine more user friendly.” 

Tony Casillo,NY did not say anything. 
(I think he is hiding in the bushes.) But I can 
read his mind and he thinks the Typex is 
absolutely fantastic. 

John Wherry, VA writes, “ Thanks 
for the info. I'll send my check right 
away.” 

John Lewis, NM, Keeps sending me 
“presents”. (Thanks John) “I didn’t 
mention it earlier, but I really enjoyed 
your first issue.” I'm sure you'll continue 
to do excellent.” 

Richard Polt, OH; Offers his 
congratulations, then politely mentions 
my “typos”. When you look up the word 
gentleman in the dictionary, it will have a 
picture of Richard next to it. 

John & Eileen Cain, CA wrote; “Your-first 
issue was fascinating. We really enjoyed it.” 

The guy down at Home Depot said, “if you 
need hinges for your Blick case, they are in aisle 
13 about half-way down, on the right-hand side.” 
If you don’t see them, ask a sales associate.” 
(What exactly is a sales- associate anyway?) 

Ira Current sent in a nice story. (I will print it). 

Jerry Fair (1 like that name) said “Mike, you 
look like you need help, so my check is in the 
mail!” You are right Jerry, the part about me 
needing help. 


Quotable Quotes: 





“World ends at 3 P.M. Details at 5.” 


“T’m ina class by myself, everyone else 
graduated.” 


BUY,SELL,SWAP 


Needed: Ribbon tins picturing typewriters. 
Trade available. Contact: Peter Muckermann 
E-mail address: typenkorb@aol.com 
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAN 
For Sale: Hammond Ideal No.12 W/wood 
case. . Also Hammond Multiplex W/wood 
case.$235. EACH 

For Trade: Postal /good cond. w/case for low 
ser. # Rem. No.2 of same value & condition 
Harvey Greenspan, P.O. Box101 

Brookline, MA 02146 Ph. Eve.(617) 566-4191 
AAA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAKAAA 
Wanted: Pencil Sharpeners. 

Especially Angel,Andrew’s,Chelsea,Coursen, 
Dixon, Eagle, Everett,Lakeside,Lord,Mills,New 
Era,Peerless,Rockford,Sibley’s, Stimpson, 
Unique, Upright Quail, & others. Ph.(800) 942- 
8968. Peter Frei,Box 500 Brimfield MA 01010 
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAKAAAAAAAAA 
For Sale: Remington Port.” Remie Scout 
Model” no case, ex. cond. Also Golden Gem add 
mach. Good cond. $75.+ ship. each. Call editor. 
AAAAAA AAA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
Wanted: Instruction books and manuals for 
reproducing. Also selling same. Send for free 
catalog to: Ernie Jorgenson P.O. Box 1161, 
Lewiston, Idaho 83501 Ph. (208) 746-8325 Lv. 
Mess. or e-mail ejorgens@lewiston.com 


AAAAAA AAA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAKAAAAAAAAA 


Seeking: Odell Typewriter. Model 1 with 
“made in Lake Geneva, ILL” Jim Brown 1833 
Unit D Hicks Rd., Rolling Meadows, IL 60008 
AARAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASN 
dceeaeseweaes LATE BREAKING STORY........... 
Just as we go to press we have BIG news... 

The WORLD’s FASTEST TYPEWRITER* has 
been discovered, along with a complete 
scrapbook, medals and trophy’s. The owners 
have agreed to tell this fascinating historical 
story to the Typex readers. These nice people 
are descendants of the WORLD’S FASTEST 
TYPIST?* 

To my knowledge these subjects of speed 
typing and champion typists, have never been 
covered in any of the newsletters. Can you 
guess which machine holds this prestigious 
title? Do you know this person’s name? Do you 
know in what years these amazing feats took 
place? You should! 

*Excluding Electric Machines, (manuals only). 
** As listed in the 1983 edition of Guinness 
World Records by Norris McWhirier. 

** Four-Time World Champion. One record has 
stood for over sixty-five years. 
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Four -Time World’s Champion 
Sheed Typist: 1913, 1915, 1916, and 1917 





Above & Below: 
Miss M. Owen 





WORLD’S FASTEST TYPIST* 
Miss Margaret B. Owen 


Story By: Louise T. Rixey 


To fully appreciate the extraordinary accomplishments of the 
singularly gifted Miss Owen, it’s necessary to turn back the calendar to the early 
days of the second decade of this century. 


Continued on page 220 


*On a manual typewriter 
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Founded in 1981 by the late 
great DAN POST 
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Notes From 
The Editor 


Hello out there! | have good news to report. Our fellow 
collectors have been sending in good material and have been 
helpful to me in general. 

Most all the feedback has been very positive and 
encouraging and as a result, subscriptions have been steadily 
climbing. Thank You! 

As we all learned in the last issue, our old WyattWeb site 
was shut down. Our pal Curt Scaglione of Hudson, FL, has 
done a_e masterful job of creating our new site: 
http://freenet.tih.fl.us/~curtis7/ 

| would like to thank our web-engineer Jim Ridder, for his 
help, expertise and time. 

Welcome aboard to Fritz Neimann of Germany. Fritz has 
offered to contribute a regular column that will keep us abreast of 
the news from overseas. For those not familiar with Fritz, he is a 
long-time devoted collector and a world traveler. We value his 
expert knowledge. 

Also, a warm Typex welcome and thanks to Jack Knarr for 
his invaluable editing and proofreading expertise and guidance. 

Many special thanks to Mrs. Rixey, for her help and 
generous contributions to this issue. 


<> <>< ><><><> <>< >< >< >< <> <>< >< >< >< >< ><5<¢5< 
News from Overseas: by Fritz Neimann 





A Collector meeting was held in Paderborn, Germany, this 
month. There were 126 people on-hand, among them were 74 
members of IFHB (International Forum Historic Officeworld). Many of 
the attendees were "brand new’ collectors, and | have not met 
previously. Due to the hectic pace of the meeting, sadly, | did not get 
much chance to talk with them, as | would have liked. 

On Saturday morning we were hard at work getting all the 
machines placed on tables, for the flea market. Later there were 
official meetings with voting. Some of our regulations were amended 
and finally a new honorary member of the club was presented. Next 
was the meal and then it was on to the flea market. 

About one hundred machines were for sale. The best of them 
were a Williams 1b at $1,650. a Williams 2, Commercial Visible ab. 
$1,900. a German Remington 2, Hammonds, Blicks, a Monarch, a 
Sun, Odell, Edelmann, a rare Mignon Port. w/switchable gallows, a 
nice red Olivetti Valentine at $60. and lots of calculators. The best 
calculator was a Graeber from 1903 with serial #214. | guess this is 
the second or third piece of this name, known in Collectors circles. 
Ribbon tins were there, lots of them. | bought a nice Celtic. Is anyone 
interested in this? 

To round out the meeting we all got into the Heinz Nixondorf 
Museum and could learn something about writing during the last 
thousand years, or learn about calculating and about the first 
computers. 

If anyone were planning a trip through Europe, | would 
recommend they visit this HNF-museum in Paderborn. And he or she 
may plan to visit me. | am living just one hour away (by car). 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 


TO ERR IS HUMAN; TO FORGIVE IS DIVINE! 
Neither of which is Marine Corps Policy. ce 
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® UNDERWOOD: 


THE MAN AND HIS MACHINE 





John Thomas Underwood was born in London, 
England on April 12, 1857. His parents were John and 
Elizabeth (Maire) Underwood. He came to this country 
with his parents in 1874. At that time they resided in 
New Durham, NJ, where they were engaged in the 
manufacture of inks and special papers. Subsequently 
they added carbon paper to the mix. 

The father died in 1882 leaving the business to the 
sons, Thomas and Fredrick, who moved to Brooklyn, 
NY. 

In about 1885 that would change the course of 
typewriter history when they would purchase the rights to 
manufacture a typewriter invented by Franz X. Wagner. 
(Wagner was an inventive genius whose complete story 
we hope to cover in an upcoming issue.) 

This Underwood —Wagner was a visible typewriter 
and would rock the typewriter world. Up until that time 
almost all machines made were of the blind type. where 
the operator had to lift the carriage to see what was being 
typed. The notable exception was the Daugherty- 
Pittsburg, which was not to be nearly successful as 
Underwood. 

The first thousand machines, it is reported, were built 
by the Lambert & Edgar Co. in New York city and later 






In 1901 however, the company built its own factory 
at Hartford, Conn.,(above) which in time would become 


1930’s or 
ad — oe: 








the largest in the world. Below is the factory photo: circa 
40’s. 


UNDERWOOD CORPORATION 
‘WOKLD'S LARGEST TYPEWRITER FACTORY 
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Before the first World War the Underwood factory 
was producing about 500 complete machines a day and 
employing 7500 people; in the period after the war this 
number was greatly increased. At the time of 
Underwood’s death (1937) his factory was turning out 
typewriters at a rate of 110 per HOUR! 

The Underwood typewriter held all records for speed 
and accuracy in every exhibition at which it was shown 
subsequent to 1900. 

John T. was the president of Underwood until its 
merger in 1927 with the Elliot-Fisher Co. At that time he 
became chairman of the newly named Underwood Elliot- 
Fisher Co. He resigned this position after a year but 
continued as director until his death. 

In life he was involved in many charitable causes, 
among them, the Chosen Christian College at Seoul, 
Korea. 

His hobbies included collecting books about history 
and biography. 

He and his wife were married April 24, 1901 and 
their only child, Gladys, would become the wife of 
Darwin Rush James. 

John T. Underwood died at Wianno, MA on July 2, 
1937, but he left behind a lot of typewriters for us to 
tinker with. : 






THE CLASSIC NUMBER 5 











COULD THIS BE AN UNDERWOOD 
BLIND-WRITER ??? 


W. T. ROBERTSON. 
TYPE WRITER. 


No. 605,516. Patented June 14, 1898. 


as: ig 


Laie 







Patent | 4 
mt 1 
| 
fp) 


fro\_oV/ fn) i 


This looks like a Remington blind typewriter! Am | right? Wrong! These 
improvements were actually patented in June of 1898 by William Robertson of 
Washington, DC i rt n n NY. You 
might ask.... 

What in the heck would John Underwood want with a blind machine when 
he already was producing a visible writer? Answer: He didn’t! He was only 
concerned with the dual-color ribbon, which is shown here on a blind machine. 
It seems that during this time, it was not unusual for companies to “puy-Uup” 
patents of different ideas, with the.sole purpose of “blocking” their competitors. 
By employing these tactics they could either limit the use of these ideas, or 
instigate lawsuits and sue the competing company. And many did use these 
ploys to their advantage. 
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COLLECTORS IN 


THE SPOTLITE 


RICHARD AND IRA CURRENT 


HOW WE BECAME TYPEWRITER FANS..by Ira Current 





Above is a photo of a youthful Richard 
Current typing on his Royal 5. Photo 
supplied by Ira Current 


NEWS REPORT: 


FROM “ATLANTIQUE” CITY, NJ 
By; Rich Cincotta and Chuck Dilts 


Hey folks! We went to the semi-annual 
Antiques show in Atlantic City on March 28- 
29 hoping to find a few goodies. This show 
has almost everything imaginable from beanie 
babies to......ctypewriters! Yes typewriters! 

In general there weren’t many of our 
beloved machines there (we saw about 20). 
Much of what was there was over-priced as 
expected, but one lucky duck did manage to 
obtain a Hammond 1 in the first 15 minutes 
of the show (we passed due to the $2600. 
asking price!) And we, your “roving 
reporters”, managed to come away with a very 
nice Victor index! 

Yes a Victor Index at an Antiques show! 
At the time you’re reading this, we’re 


probably still reveling in it. (Hey, it 


doesn’t take much sometimes!) It was 
presented in the original sliding top box 
with instructions, ink tube, ink- pads, and 
the original receipt. The machine is so 
CLEAN and one of the nicest features is the 
full set of type that’s still intact! 
Unfortunately, we paid a little more than it 
said on the receipt written some 108 years 
ago, but still consider it to be the Best- 
Bargain-Of-The-Show! 

This further stresses the point that 
these machines are still out there. This 
one just came out of a house in PA, and was 
with dealers of fine china. They just 
happened to display it along with their 
other wares. The machine wasn’t even seen at 
first. The moral of the story remains: Ask, 
Ask, Ask!! You might just find, find, find!! 
HAVE FUN AND 
HAPPY HUNTING !! R&C 





In the mid-1920s my brother Richard and | 
found a Yost in the attic of a (temporarily) 
abandoned house on our street in Colorado 
Springs, CO. The spring that powered the 
carriage did not work, so we put a brick under 
the right side of the machine, giving it a slope 
and enabling gravity to move the carriage. Also 
the type bars, with their complicated 
grasshopper movement would jam and the keys 
would stick. So we would strike a key with the 
eraser end of a pencil, then take hold of the key 
with our fingers and pull it back up. 

A friend named Johnny Taylor offered to “fix” 
the typewriter, took it home and eventually 
brought it back with about half the parts left 
over, in a Karo can. The Yost was never 
operable again. 

When | (Ira) was about 14 years old, my aunt 
gave me a disassembled Royal model No. 5, on 
the condition that | reassemble it. | took the 
streetcar home with two shopping bags full of 
parts. After several days | had a completed body 
assembly plus a carriage with no apparent way 
to get them together. 

On taking what | thought to be a complete 
casting to a typewriter repair shop, | was told 
that | only had half of the part that had been 
neatly broken in two pieces. 

We used it for many years while developing 
callused left little fingers due to the missing shift 
key top. 

A few years later | obtained a Remington 
number 10 typewriter, at a company surplus sale. 
its hardened and cracked platen was replaced 
with a length of rubber hose that | ground to 
correct dimension while chucked in a lathe. This 
machine still exists at the home of a son. 

In 1945 Richard bought an Underwood and an 
old Royal on which his wife did most of the 
typing. We later added an Olympia. Today 
Richard uses the computer but still keeps an 
italian-made Antares Parva, which he had carried 
to India while on a speaking tour in 1959. 

Ed note: Both Ira and Richard Current are 
long-time subscribers to TYPEX. Richard 
holds a special place in the hearts of all 
collectors for his masterful writing of The 
Typewriter and The Men Who Made It. This 
book is available from Business Technology 
Assoc. 12411 Wornall Rd. Kansas City, MO 


64145. Cost $25.plus postage $3.25 in the 
U.S. 


You can e-mail Richard at: recmc@aol.com 
Ira’s e-mail is: tnerruc@aol.com 
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Margaret B. Owen 
World’s Champion Gypist 
1913, 1915-17 

Miss Owen entered many different contests, Tri- 
State and Nationals in addition to all the all- 
important Internationals. In every competition 
during her 12-year career she was either the winner 
or runner-up. 

It goes without saying that the one-hour World’s 
Professional Championship was the ultimate 
aspiration of every speed typist, and the fact that she 
held the title for four years is tangible proof not only 
of her remarkable ability but also her total 
dedication to becoming the best. She often said in 
interviews with the press that such a goal demanded 
a great deal of self-discipline, requiring grueling 
practice and determination, strength and 
coordination of arms and hands. and the 
temperament of a racehorse. The contests were 
nerve-racking indeed and the judging very strict, 
with each error (even striking a key too lightly or 
omitting a comma or hyphen) costing the contestant 
a penalty of 5 words from the gross score. 
(Incidentally, in 1920 the forfeit became even more 
stringent and was upped to 10 words.) 

Underwood hired the 17-year-old redhead 
shortly after her graduation in 1910 from the 
Passaic, NJ, Drake School of Business. The 
company’s hierarchy was well aware of her 
potential for being a strong contender in the various 
contests, and it was a matter of mere months before 
she fulfilled, and later exceeded, their expectations. 
Having developed her own method of fingering the 
keys to eliminate all lost motion and further honing 
her rhythm by using a metronome, she was the 
winner of the 15-minute International Novice 
Contest with a net of 83 words per minute. At the 
time, that was considered an amazing feat and was 
emblazoned in boldface headlines, the previous 
year’s record having been 73 wpm. It was just the 
beginning of her brilliant career, but it provided the 
self-confidence that she needed for future events. 

In the 30-minute International Amateur Contest 
of 1911, she missed receiving the gold medal by 
only a fraction of the word count, so close a margin 





that it was often referred to in the newspapers as a 
tie. That became a beneficial happenstance. 
however, for she then redoubled her efforts to 
achieve more accuracy and speed and went on to 
win that same contest in 1912 with a net of 116 
wpm. The moment the half-hour was over. she 
hastily inserted a new sheet of paper and continued 
typing. At her previous speed she captured the 
$1,000 cash prize that had been offered to any 
amateur who could beat the 1911 record for the 
hour-long competition. Newsmen then dubbed her 
“the $1000-an-Hour Typist.” a headline that 
appeared ofien in the papers of that day. 

The year of 1912 was also the one in which 
Underwood began scheduling her for highly- 
publicized lecture and demonstration tours 
throughout the country in their many satellite sales 
offices, other business establishments, and schools. 

Thanks to the company’s newspaper clipping 
services and as her enormous scrapbook attests, in 
every city large crowds gathered to watch her 
fingers fly over the keys and were spellbound by her 
prowess. Certainly one of the most phenomenal 
skills she performed for such groups was to carry on 
a conversation with a bystander and answer 
questions while typing from dictation or from copy. 
This was done from both familiar and unfamiliar 
copy---even then she achieved the almost 
unbelievable speed of an average 11 to 13 strokes 
per second, often without errors. Always extremely 
modest about her own celebrity, she was especially 
delighted to meet Mary Pickford, a Hollywood icon 
of that era, at one of those demonstrations. 

After only a little over 3- 1/2 years from having 
begun her study of the typewriter, she experienced 
the thrill of her first World’s Championship in 1913. 
producing 125 net wpm in the hour-long contest. 

To quote from an article of that time, “During 
the hour Miss Owen struck over 38.000 key and 
space-bar strokes on her machine, an average of 11 
per second. Out of these many strokes there were 
just 86 mistakes, an accuracy of over 99.9 percent. 
And in addition to these 38,000 strokes, she changed 
14 sheets of paper, returned her carriage 540 times. 
tabulated for every paragraph, turned 24 pages of 
copy, and shifted for every capital. None of these 
latter enumerations are counted in the 38,000 
strokes, so that during the hour there were 
unquestionably times at which she was actually 
striking the keys at twelve or more strokes per 
second.” 

Although she placed 2™ in the 1914 World 
competition with 127 wpm to Emil Trefzger’s 129 
net, she bounced back with 136 wpm in 1915 and 
again in 1916 with a net of 137. 

Continued on next page. 
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By 1917, the Underwood Company had begun to 
think that she might have gone her limit; instead, she 
wowed everyone once again with a net of 143 wpm. 
(As far as I know, no woman has ever beaten that 
record for the one-hour contest on a manual 
typewriter, but I’m open to challenge on that 
statement.) 









Typing, Fastest. The highest recorded speeds at- 
tained with a ten-word penalty per error on a manual 
machine are: 


One Minute: 170 words, Margaret Owen (US) 
(Underwood Standard), NYC, Oct 21, 1918. 
p in Guiness World Records book. 


In the course of her long association with 
Underwood, she managed to juggle an awesome 
schedule, practicing for many hours while preparing 
for each contest. She wrote a series of articles for a 
newspaper syndicate: authored a very successful 
book, “The Secret of Typewriting Speed.” This was 
translated into other languages, including Japanese. 

She made all the exhausting (yet pleasurable, as 
she confessed) tours of major U. S. cities, AND fell 
in love a number of times. No fewer than four 
engagement announcements appeared in newspapers 
over the years, but the company had a hand in 
breaking up the first three romances. 
Understandably, they didn’t want her to leave, as 
their previous “star,” Florence Wilson, had done after 
winning the Professional title in 1912 and 
immediately retiring after her marriage. 

By now, I hope it is apparent that I’m Margaret 
Owen’s daughter. My brother, Owen F. (“Bud”) 
Tyler, and I have the most obvious of reasons to be 
thankful that in 1920 she wed her fourth serious 
suitor--- the handsome Lieutenant Raymond F. Tyler, 
a pioneer in the U.S. Navy’s airship program. 








Above: The happy couple. 
Mother did continue to represent Underwood on 
tours for two more years, but had to rest on her 
laurels of having set an astounding record of 170 
wpm with no errors in the 1918 one-minute 
competition. She laughingly used to call Dad her 
jinx, because she never won another contest after 
having met him and of course that became a family 
joke. 










Wherever she went, on tours or to contests, she 
was never without her “pet” No. 4 Underwood that 
had been finely geared to her particular touch and 
stripped of anything nonessential. Even the typebars 
had been filed to make them lighter and less apt to 
stick, for every movement had to count. She, and 
only she, has ever used this museum piece, which is 
undoubtedly one of the reasons that it’s still in very 
fine condition and, of course. in working order. 

Ever since Mother’s most untimely death in 
1952, her typewriter has been preserved in Bud’s 
home in Michigan. Now that he and I are in our 70s, 
we are contemplating selling the machine. Our 
children, and even grandchildren, have become 
computer whizzes who find it hard to relate to this 
kind of antique. Therefore, we hope to find someone 
who would value it as much from the historical 
viewpoint as we have from the purely sentimental. 

The Serial number is 51150, which Mike Brown 
tells me helps collectors date the machine to 1907. 

All the data cited here are documented in the 
pages of Mother’s scrapbook and I'll be glad to 
respond by phone or mail to whatever questions 
anyone may have. Please send _ written 
correspondence to Louise T. Rixey (or, Mrs. Palmer 
H. Rixey), 1572 Hidden Lakes Court, Niceville, FL 
32578-4165; and my phone number is (850) 897- 
1694. We are seeking the best offer over $1200. 
However, we will listen to and consider any offers. 

Two views of the actual typewriter are shown below. 
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‘This one comes from 
subscriber Allan Eckel of 
Champaign, ILL 


It seems I have always been 
interested in old things. 

Sometimes a store would put 
a few antique typewriters in a 
window to attract attention. My 
father had a L.C. Smith office 
typewriter (which we still have), 
which he used in high school in 
the middle or later 1920’s, a 
rebuilt machine, and maybe 8-10 
years old at that time. 

When I was a sub-freshman 
in the University High School, in 
1958, I bought this Oliver No. 11 
at a typewriter store; they had 
new rubber put on the rollers. 

I have always liked it pretty 
well, though it is a bit different 
from the earlier, green models | 
had seen before. I once heard a 
story about a man who was used 
to using earlier model Olivers, 
which he liked very much, I 
guess. At one point he acquired 
an Oliver No.11, and then came 
to hate it so much that he took it 
out on a bridge and dropped it in 
the river. 

I now have a_ modest 
accumulation of office machines, 
some antique, some not so old. 

My favorite model is the 
Smith Premier No. 10, because 
of its combination of brilliant 
imaginative style of engineering, 
beautiful appearance, and 
functional practicality. I am also 
interested in antique adding 
machines and less old, complex 
automatic calculators. 


Allan, this is a great story. 
Thanks for sharing it with us. 

It just goes to show that good 
stories never die. 

If other readers have stories like 
this and would like to share 
them.... Please contact the 





Helpful HINTS for the TYPEWRITER COLLECTOR 


By CURT SCAGLIONE 





Collecting antique typewriters and office-related items are both 
interesting and fun. It doesn’t require any special talent or a great deal of 
money. It does require space and if your collection becomes large, you may 
find yourself wondering if you picked the right item to collect. There are no 
Tules. You may collect any machine you find interesting. But in time you 
will more than likely develop the urge to create a special collection. 

Most collections start with the more common Royal, Remington, L.C. 
Smith, and Underwood typewriters. These are very fine machines and even 
the largest collections have examples of each. But don’t build your 
collection with many of these machines. There are many other types of 
machines available. 

Decide on a direction: Many collectors will only collect a typewriter if 
it is a non-visible machine, while others will only keep visible ones. You 
may consider collecting only those made prior to 1900 or even 1930. 
Whether it is a portable or standard model may be a factor to consider. You 
may decide to collect every machine available. The decision is yours alone. 
But, remember, most standard typewriters weigh approximately 30 pounds 
and that can add up. 

Set a limit: Control the number of machines in your collection. You 
may find yourself buying machines, for no other better reason than that they 
were available. Every collector has a typewnter or two, which fits that 
description. 

Don’t overspend: Remember that antique dealers do not consider 
typewriters a good marketable item. The reason is that the antique 
typewriter is considered a “Work-Place Antique.” Luckily for us, this is not 
in fashion yet. (This is slowly changing as markets heat up). Many 
collectors have admitted to borrowing money from their home budget for a 
“good deal.” Marriages may hinge on this.... Proceed with caution. 

Consider the condition: Paint, decals, rust, and missing parts are all- 
important factors. There is no need to spend good money on a machine that 
will never work or looks bad because of rust or missing parts. Or you may 
be a “handyman” and this is for you. If not, don’t worry, other machines 
will come along, just be patient. 

Make friends: Many collectors have reference material and general 
knowledge of the history of typewriters that would be of value to you. Most 
are very supportive to the newer collectors. In some cases you may find the 
OLE masters may even have extra machines they are willing to part with at 
next to nothing prices. 

Make a list: Most collectors have a list of their collection, which 
includes the make, model, serial number, and year of manufacture. Do the 
same, and mail copies to other collectors with a request for a copy of their 
list. Most will respond if you ask. This valuable information will help you 
in dating your own collection and give you an idea of the types of machines 
being collected. 

Get out and look: Flea markets, antique shops, and shows are all good 
locations. Never underestimate even the smallest flea market. Many good 
deals have surfaced at these events. Your never-ending search may even 
take you to a typewriter repair shop. They sometimes have old machines in 
the basement. If you own a computer and are on-line, you can search the 
Internet for various sites where machines are sold. Most important of all: 

HAVE FUN!!! 
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‘Thou dainty fingered typist ! 
You're the richest, rarest, ripest 
Little sugar plummy sweetheart 
Dede ope silken lashes, 
admire your en 
Through which joy and laughter flashes 
And I love the very ground 
Beneath your feet. 





‘ork Zoological Park. 


= " Chimpanze at Typewriter. 
New + 


My Dear 
Use the New Fox Visible Typewriter because it com- 
bines **The good of, the Old, the best of the New" 





John Lewis of NM sent in, the above selection of postcards. This is ani‘ especially nice 
assortment of some scarce cards and Johm has been nice enough to share it with the 
2 TYPEX readers. Do you have something to share? Why not send it in ? 
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What it was like to be a speed typist... And how it all began 


By Mike Brown 


For about the first 15 years after the typewriter 
was invented there were no “touch typists.” 
Everyone was using some form of “hunt and peck.” 

Enter Mrs. L.V. Longley of Cincinnati. She was 
the proprietor of Longley’s Shorthand and 
Typewriter Institute. She was possibly the first 
person with the audacity to propose that typists 
should use all the fingers of both hands. She 
exposed just such an idea in a pamphlet dated 1882. 

She did not teach the “touch system” and was 
not concerned where the typist focused his eyes. 
She simply thought it a waste not to use all the 
fingers. 

As late as 1887, conservative opinions were that 
she was “off her rocker.” She was blasted in an 
editorial for promoting “hare-brained notions.” 

Unbeknownst to Mrs. Longley, a_ fellow 
stenographer named Frank E. McGurrin would help 
exonerate her from all the harsh critics. 

Frank was the official typist for the Federal 
Court in Salt Lake City, and a pretty darn good one. 
Not only did he use ten fingers but had memorized 
the keyboard and could type without looking at the 
keyboard, blindfolded if necessary. In his day he 
considered himself the fastest typist and was always 
cocky and seeking someone to challenge him to a 
“contest”. 

Just such a person by the name of Louis Taub (a 
good four-finger man) appeared and the stage was 
set. (This may have been among the earliest 
contests.) The stake was $500 and would go to the 
man with the larger combined total of words. 

This contest attracted a lot of public interest and 
both Remington and Caligraph were torn between 
anxiety and hope. (I assume that these were the two 
makes that were used.) 

McGurrin won easily, on July 25, just as he said 
he would. This set the future stage when it was 
immediately clear that ten fingers were better than 
four were. In addition, McGurrin’s “memory” of 
the keyboard just added to his great speed. 

The speed of typing had been a major sales 
argument ever since 1873, but now it was something 
more. It was becoming a “sports event.” 

For the next four decades speed contests were 
held using manual typewriters. 

Organized baseball, which began in about the 
same period, never worried seriously about the 


World’s Typewriting Championships as a threat to 
the World Series gate. 

Nevertheless, speed typing drew big crowds and 
inspired hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of 
free magazine publicity. And the speedsters, at least, 
took it very seriously. 

In 1888 the book-publishing firm of D. Appleton 
wanted publicity and sponsored a speed contest. All 
the major typewriter companies were invited to 
participate, and did. 

It wasn’t until 1889 that an instruction manual 
for practical typing, was published by Bates Torrey. 
However, his system did not achieve consistent 
fingering and the fingers were not dedicated to each 
letter. 

The first known woman speed typist was to 
represent Remington. Miss Mae Orr had mastered 
the touch system and consequently won the contest. 
Most typing speeds at that time were around 80 
wpm; hers was at 100 wpm. 






Above: Rose Fritz, a great champion 


Another great lady champion named Rose Fritz 
appeared on the scene in 1905. From 1888 to 1905 
speed-typing matches were rather informal, with lots 
of exhibitions, but no satisfactorily clear-cut 
national championship to settle boasts of various 
contenders. 

In 1906 all that changed when the trade 
magazine, Office Appliances, with the help of the 
manufacturers, put up a bigger, fancier trophy cup. 


Continued on next page 
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Soon the typewriter companies could see the 
benefit of promoting these contests and entering 
their machines with the hopes of winning and using 
the results as a selling point. To win, however, they 
would have to attract and train the best and fastest 
typists. Underwood began to win many of these 
contests and invested heavily in its efforts to 
produce the speedsters. 

For just such a purpose they hired one Charles 
E. Smith. He would become the coach of the 
Underwood racing stable of speed kings and queens, 
and their talent scout. They were formally known as 
the Underwood Training Group. He was an inventor 
of some special speed-typing techniques. Each year 
he would think up some new improvement and 
teach it to his racers. One of his inventions was the 
speed paper insert. It was the equivalent of a pool 
turn for an Olympic free-style swimmer. A fumbler 
might lose as much as a full second by not using 
Smith’s method, and seconds could be the 
difference between winning and losing. No one had 
much chance of winning unless they could remove 
the typed sheet and insert a clean one while the 
carriage was in motion, returning from left to right. 






Above: Albert Tangora demonstrates 
a racing paper change 


In addition to teaching, Smith had an eye for 
talent. He would scour the major secretarial schools 
in and around New York City. On one such 
occasion he spotted Stella Willins and in 1926 she 
became the world’s amateur title-holder. 


Above: Stella Willins photo in opportunity shows off 
typing in a motorcycle sidecar. 
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A loft-like room at 30 Vesey St. was the group’s 
gym where typewriters purred along at 100 words a 
minute and better. Tap, tap, tap sounds filled the air 
eight hours a day and five days a week. Each typist 
had a personal racing typewriter (usually supplied 
by the manufacturer) and never let anybody borrow 
it. The machine was custom adjusted to suit the 
fingers. They carried it to matches, or exhibition 
tours, in a big, plush-lined case with wardrobe- 
trunk-type latches and special protective fittings 
(supplied by HomeDepot, no doubt) to guard against 
accidental bumps or jars, and worried about it the 
way a concert violinist worries about a Stradivarius. 
He would hold the machine on his lap when 
traveling instead of having it consigned to a baggage 
car. The machines were stock models but “souped” 
up, like hod-rod racecars. The escapements had 
been filed to hair-trigger accuracy. 

Smith had to train as many as 12 speedsters, in 
three different classes of competition. Training 
them was much like training a prizefighter and he 
tried to get the typists into top shape right up to the 
day of the contest. He would be careful not to have 
them “peak” too soon for fear that they would go 
stale. 

Novices and experts trained side by side so that 
the newer typists could learn split-second time- 
saving techniques from the speedsters. 

The racers had to build up endurance, and learn 
how to pace themselves like mile runners. 

The inevitable inter-squad squabbles and 
cliques developed. Insults and tears were not 
unknown. Sometimes the racers would not even 
talk to one another, even though they would be 
practicing right next to each other. Yet it was 
important for them to keep calm, eat and sleep well 
and avoid emotional distractions. 

As race day approached, the tension would 
mount at Vesey Street. The matches generally took 
place at night. Madison Square Garden, located at 
Madison and 26th Street, was often the scene. It 
was during those years that the contests were held 
on the second floor, above the main exhibits. The 
room was brightly lit with floodlights and 
surrounded by wooden grandstands. Racing was 
done by classes: amateurs, professionals, portables, 
office machines. etc. 





Above: George. Hossfeld former world’s champion 
Continued on next page 








Right before the starting bell there would be a 
flurry of activity. Machines were being unpacked 
and adjusted to proper height (29 inches), using 
blocks of wood with different thickness under the 
typewriter feet. Paper was stacked and seating was 
adjusted. 

With the women, golf dresses were popular 
because they allowed free arm movement. The men 
just wore pants and shirts. Both sexes usually wore 
special, “long-beaked” visors to cut down on any 
glare from the overhead lights and to serve as 
“blinders.” like on a racehorse. Once the typists’ 
eyes were focused they could not see anything to the 
sides. 

Finally the bell sounded and off they went. Fear 
filled the air and sweat poured as they typed to the 
sounds of tap-tap, clickity-clack, ding, zing, and 
bang. An average good typist of that period would 
type about 80 words a minute. It’s hard to visualize 
these speedsters going 140 words a minute, but they 
did and some even faster. Each error meant a 5- 
word deduction (later it was 10 words), so accuracy 
was important. If a letter was not entirely legible 
that was counted as a mistake. Likewise if the 
margin was not perfectly even, that was penalized. 
The competitions were very tough indeed. 

In an ideal spectator sport you need a clear-cut 
winner, a touchdown, homerun, or its equivalent. 
Typewriter racing did not have this. After the finish 
bell sounded, the judges would seem to take forever 
inspecting typed pages, with magnifying glasses in 
some cases, before announcing a winner. Some- 
times this would last into night and the fans would 
leave to go home to bed. They would not find out 
who had won until the next day, in the newspaper. 

Typewriter racing contests came to an end with 
a whimper instead of a bang. The championship 
contests were a victim of their own success. By the 
1930s typing was no longer a spectacle, it was 
mainstream and everyone was typing. Speed typing 
interest waned too, because by this time there were 
so many fast typists, it was considered 
commonplace and the companies had already made 
their impact and made a name for their product. The 
Underwood Typewriter Company dominated the 
scene in the early days. 

The fingering taught today is the Cuspus 
VanSant method. He is the fellow credited for 
assigning each key to a finger. Because he 
considered the index fingers the strongest, he gave 
them double duty. 

Today in the 1990’s, speed-typing contests are 
still held worldwide. Speeds have improved. but 
only marginally. This just underscores the great 
achievements of the speedsters of “the past.” The 





speed drama that takes place today isn’t like it was 
during the “golden-era” of manual typewriters. 

The choice of “weapon” today is the electronic 
or computer keyboard. 

To learn more about the moder contests, you 
can contact Geert’s Typewriter Web page at the 
following. This is a nice site and from there you can 
link to the “Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing” site. 
The address: http: www. yi.com/home/BonteGeert/ 

Mr. Geert Bonte is based in Belgium and has 
participated in “speed” contests himself. 
cCcocCcocCOoTCCCO CO COC COC OO a Oa aaa eee 


TYPEWRITER’S NEW RECORD 


New York Times: Dated, October 4, 1904 
Trenton Woman Writes 21.089 Words in Six Hours 
and a Half. 


Mrs. Margaret Cunningham, a stenographer in 
the office of the Supreme Court at Trenton, recently 
wrote 21,089 words in six and one-half hours 
without making a single error or omission. 

The world’s speed record is claimed for her on 
the performance. 

The previous record was held by Miss Olive R. 
Cameron of Tennessee, a stenographer in the Patent 
Office, who broke the record held by Miss. Mary E. 
Pretty of Philadelphia by writing 23.000 words in 
seven and a half hours. 

Had Mrs. Cunningham worked an hour longer 
(she would have dropped dead; just kidding) she 
would have written 24,333 words. or 3.244 words 
(but who’s counting) per hour, against the 3,066 
words written by Miss. Cameron. Mrs. 
Cunningham was handicapped; by having to (type 
with one hand tied behind her back) make eight 
manifold copies. 

CooCoeoCo OO OOO OO OOOO OO OO 


NEW TYPEWRITING RECORD 


New York Times: Dated Nov. 28,1909 
H.O. Blaisdell of New York Writes 6,184 
Words in an Hour... St. Joseph, MO 

H. Otis Blaisdell of New York, who made a 
world’s record yesterday for 15 minutes banging on 
a typewriter, made a new record today for an hour 
by writing 6,184 words, or an average of 103 words 
a minute. 

The previous record was made Sept. 30 in 
New York by Miss Rose L. Fritz, whose average 
was 95 words. 

The record was made today before the 
Missouri Valley Commercial Teachers Convention. 
(This doesn’t sound like much until you find out he 
did it on a Simplex Model No.1. It’s a joke, folks.) 
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“First in the Hearts 
of His Countrymen—” 








First in Visibility, 
Speed and Accuracy. 
First in Volume of 
Production and Sales. 


“The Machine You Will Eventually Buy” 


UNDERWOOD TYPEWRITER CO. 


(INCORPORATED) 
Underwood Building New York City 


Branches in all Principal Cities 


The above is a great piece of advertising for the Underwood Typewriter. It was extracted from 
The FRA magazine and dated 1913. “The Machine You Will Eventually Buy.” This is what was 
called truth in advertising, as many millions were sold. I feel confident that most readers were not 
aware that apparently George Washington was still alive in 1913 and hawking machines for 
Underwood. What was I saying about truth in advertising? 
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New York Times: July 11, 1937 


UNDERWOOD LEFT 
$160,000 TO PUBLIC 


Widow, Family and Friends Get $1,995,500 
In Cash from Manufacturer’s Estate 


ADADAANAAA 


$750,000 TO DAUGHTER 


ADAAAANAAA 


John T. Underwood, typewriter manufacturer, 
who lived at 336 Washington Avenue, Brooklyn, and who 
died last July 2" at his summer home in Wianno, Mass., 
left cash bequests, of $1,995,500 in his will filed 
yesterday in the office of Surrogate George A. Wingate, 
of Kings County. Of the cash bequests $1,832,500 goes 
to relatives and friends and $160,000 to charities. 

The will is dated Sept. 20, 1933. The petition filed 
with it and drawn up by the law firm of Milbank, Tweed, 
Hope and Wells, of 15 Broad Street, Manhattan, states 
that the real estate owned by the decedent amounts to 
“more than $10,000” and the “personal property also 
amounts to more than $10,000.” 

The principal beneficiaries are Mr. Underwood’s wife, 
Mrs. Grace Brainard Underwood of 336 Washington 
Avenue, and his daughter, Mrs. Gladys Underwood James 
of 341 Washington Avenue, Brooklyn. Mrs. Underwood 
is to receive $750,000 in cash, all personal effects, the 
land and buildings at the summer home and one-half of 
the residuary estate. Mrs. James is also to receive 
$750,000 in cash and one-half of the residuary estate. 

A granddaughter, Caryl Underwood James, is to 
receive $25,000 and another granddaughter, Nadine 
James, is left a legacy of $10,000. Mrs. Hannah E. 
Stephens of Pittsfield, Mass., and Helen M. Conard of 261 
Washington Avenue, Brooklyn, sisters of Mr. Underwood, 
are left $100,000 each. A nephew, John Underwood 
Stephens of Pittsfield, Mass., is to receive $10,000. 
Another nephew, Horace Horton Underwood of Chosen 
Christian Collage, Seoul, Korea, is left $25,000. Three of 
his children are to receive $2,500 each and two others 
$2,000 each. To four nephews and nieces is left $5,000 
each. 

Louis G. Ferrer of Paris, a friend of Mr. Underwood, 
is to get $15,000, while his secretary, Mrs. Katherine M. 
Coleman of 30 Vesey Street, Manhattan, is to receive 
$10,000. Eight servants of Mr. Underwood are 
remembered to the extent of $1,000 each. The charitable 
bequests consist of $50,000 to the Buckhorn Association 
of Kentucky; the Chosen Christian College, 150 Fifth 
Avenue, Manhattan, $50,000; Orphan Asylum Society of 
Brooklyn, $20,000; and the Lafayette Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions, the Brooklyn Museum, and the Brooklyn 
Bureau of Charities, $10,000 each. 
POOOPOO PB OOOOP OOOO 


If at first you don’t succeed ...try try again! 


BUY, SELL, SWAP 

For Sale: Hammond Multiplex, Blick 8, Corona 
3, Green Corona 4, Monarch 9, and Royal Port. plus 
4 more mach’s.; $300 + Ship. Ray Golden 35 Salem 
Church Rd., Newark, DE 19713 ph. (302) 738-3645 

Wanted: Smith Corona Typewriters w/ keys 
that have chrome encircling them. R. Hannah 210 G. 
St., #1, San Rafael, CA 94901 rachel@pixar.com 

For Sale: Ten assorted typewriters. Best Offer. 
Mrs. Merryweather, 853 Magnolia Ln., Te 
WA 98465 (253) 564-0406 
Typewriters available: Hammond No.1, Preside 
No.9, Allen + some others. Prefer trading. Call 
Tony at, (516) 489-8300 Day or (516) 742-4919Eve. 
For Sale: Fold. Corona good cond. w/case & Xerox 
inst. Hermes Rocket (mint green) w/case VG. 
Cond.. $40. Each plus sh/ins. Contact Rich/ Chuck 
e-mail: platen@erols.com OR call (508)229-2064 

For Sale: World Champion’s Speed Typewriter. 

Underwood #4 used exclusively by the world’s 
fastest typist, Margaret Owen. This is not just any 
Underwood, but a unique “stripped down” racing 
version and a unique piece of Americana. 
Seeking offers over $1200.,but will listen to any 
proposal. The daughter of Miss Owen is selling 
this. Contact Louise T. Rixey, 1572 Hidden Lakes 
Ct., Niceville, FL, 32578 PH. (850) 897-1694 

For Sale: Whole Ribbon tin collection (227 tins) 
Including Lg. Eureka tin and other rare tins $2,000. 
Plus S&H. Call Lou Schindler at: (719)531-7209 or 
E-mail: cibxxx@aol.com 

Wanted: Metal part that turns the shuttle on a 
Hammond typewriter. E-mail Curt at: Scag(@gte.net 

Wanted: 2 ribbon spool covers for Oliver #3 
write; D. Johnson, 2649 Empire Church Rd., 
Groveland , FL 34736 


DOCOOOOODODDOOOOOOOOOONOIONCNON 


FROM AROUND THE NETWORK 

Michael Adler, ENG “...I thoroughly enjoyed your 
excellent magazine and wish you every success...” 
Peter Weil, DE “Typex, the current issue is just 
terrific fun.” 

Richard Polt, OH “Beautiful color pictures and 
interesting articles.” 

Tony Casillo, NY “It’s great, I really mean that.” 

Tad Boglis, AZ “Congratulations on the February 
1998 issue.... Great work!” 

Walt Newalis, NY “Enjoyed the issue. If you could... 


COMING SOON *Don’t forget the Typewriter 
JAMBOREE at Rich& Chuck’s house, in 
Massachusetts on Sunday May 17 Call (508) 229- 
2064 or e-mail: platen@erols.com for details. All are 
welcome for a fun time. Be there! 

ODO OOO OORDKOKOKOKOKOOK OO 
THE BEATINGS WILL CONTINUE...UNTIL 
MORALE IMPROVES. 
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MY THREE 


By Mike Brown 
Story idea and ephemera 
supplied by Ray Thomas, OR 


“SUNS* 


This is a story about the venerable 
Sun Typewriters and their 
inventor/genius: Lee S. Burridge 
Story on page 233 








frees 0 Typewriter Mald—she’s 0 dear, dainty girl, iii ade", SONS aay iy Typewriter made—and right here tet Me warn 
4S ana my heart she has set ina terrible whirl. TERN gk te 4 “The susceptible youth that it’s made, and not born. 
Sne fs Jolhy end prety, o charming brunette, a Te : en gee It is dainty Gnd pretty, and graceful and light. 

With a nice litte way Inat you never can forget. haa THE ; And it dows its work well, and It does its work right. 


She hes dancing Diack cyes, oNd o sweet litle moun, It has dancing black “i's.” aiso “¢’s” and “a's,” too. 
(you change the ink-rollers, they're violet or blue.) 


WIS Speedy and surc, De you Sluggard or Zealous; 


And a glow In her smiles just as though from the South, 
The Warm suns had sofi-Rissed her and guiltily.fed, 


Leaving roses Of June In her ChecRs Dlushing red. Can be held on ine Rnec. and your wile won't be jeatous. 


i's G VISIBLE WRITER—a high-grade machine, 
Ev'ry word that is written can clearly be seen. 
There ore Typewriter Maids—we cach Rnow at icast one, 
By Ine Des! of all typewriters—inat means “THE SUN.” There’s @ Typewriter made you should Rnow— 
. PERFECT; WORK it's“ THE SUN” 
EXTREME SPEED 
HEAVY MANIFOLDING 


VISIBLE WRITING 


'YPEWRITER €o. 


239 BROADWAY NEW YORK,NY. 


She’s oS light and as gracctul as fowns at their pkiy, 
Jind her wiles drive afor ine dull cares of the day. 
Milhough wooed by the many, her heart has been won 
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NOTES FROM 
THE EDITOR 








There’s an old saying; “Time 
flies when you’re having fun.” Well 
folks, that’s just what’s happened 
to me. I’ve had good fun trying 
to revive TYPEX, and this year 
is speeding right past us. 

Another great old slogan is; “What 
this country needs is a good 5 cent 
nickle.” I must say that to this point, 
I have worked very hard (with no 
renumeration) to give TYPEX subscribers their NICKLE’S worth. 

Most of the readership has encouraged me and been helpful and 
supportive. For this I am thankful. 

Please keep sending in material, photos, writings, letters, stories, 
and so on. I need, and count on, support from EVERY reader. The 
more varied the opinions and suggestions the broader the newsletter. 

HELP ME to HELP YOU make 7YPEX the best it can be. 

Don’t feel that because you are new that you have nothing to offer. 
This is not true. If YOU think you have nothing to contribute or 
don’t know how.....Please contact the Editor. ’m really a very easy- 
going fellow and will be glad to “walk you through it.” 


oCocCoCcCOfCO COCO CO COCO Cl OL CO COL COL CO COL Cl CO CO CO CO Oe > 


News from Overseas: by Fritz Neimann 


Hi, folks! At the end of May the first international meeting 
was held in Italy. One hundred eighty collectors (serious) 
came from far and wide and met for 3 days in Parcine. The 
meeting was centered around the opening of the Mitterhoffer 
museum. Here, guests were treated to detailed replicas of the 
Mitterhoffer typewriter and a diorama of Mitterhoffer working in 
his woodshop where his creations were hand-crafted. 

Across from this exhibit you can get a “signature” of C.L. 
Sholes and his daughter, because she is sitting in front of a 
nice Sholes & Glidden on a table. In addition to these treats 
there are about 300 other fine specimins, including Hammonia, 
Kosmopolit, Polygraph, Columbia index, and many other 
interesting oddities. 

A special treat was the 90-minute flea market where people 
from all around Europe congregated to buy and sell about 500 
items which were offered for sale. Our correspondent, Peter, 
reported that a Lambert sold there for $1000. Other high-class 
machines included Columbia Index, Dollar, and Karli. 

In other news, there was a small meeting in June, just after 
the Breker auction in Koeln, Germany, where 50 serious 
collectors came together. The selling there was as good as the 
auction—Or a little bit better? All good machines were sold. It 
was a situation reminiscent of 20 years ago. Prices are going 
up! Our correspondent Cris watched the selling of a Densmore 
No.5 in excellent condition top out at $670. Also there was a 
Euklid 1 and a TIM in a wooden case for the calculator 
collectors. 

For more info about the museum or other details about the 
European collector meetings contact Fritz Neimann at: 
alte-technik@i-service.com Or by fax at: 0049-5421-1272 
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The 


Golden Rules 





@Adding Machines 
®Caiculators 
@Cash Registers 


MUU MUU UMM MUM UM MUU uo Wu 
° i 2} 3 4 5 6 
THOMAS OFFICE EQUIPMENT CO. 
165 W. Lancaster Ave. Wayne, Pennsylvania 


4 WIG Tor i 









_/sicimM MARCHANT  —s 
W. F. CARDOS! —§ 
WILLIAMSPORT: PENNA. 

323-3826 


Collect as many of the best Typewriters, 
Calculators, and Ribbon Tins, that you can. 
The guy/gal with the most friends at the end WINS! 


The Skate, and What it is. 


Sometime last year after Tony Casillo, of Long Island, NY, 
was lucky enough to find and acquire a rare Lasar typewriter, 
he called 7YPEX. Seems as though Tony had a small problem. 

After receiving the machine, he checked the Collector’s 
Guide to Antique Typewriters, to learn more about his new 
find. This is part of what he found on page 58:Lasar:A visible 
writing shift key typewriter was manufactured somewhere 
around 1898 to 1900 by the Lasar Typewriter Co. of St. 
Louis, MO. No serious marketing campaign..We might refer 
particularly inquisitive readers to Harry Ballard and Herb 
Newport for what they might know about this machine; at 
least we are inclined to believe that the Lasar filled an 
important place in the industry as a “skate ,but we prefer 
not to be asked what is meant by the term. 

Having natural collector curiosity, Tony turned to 7YPEX 
(Say that fast three times) for an answer to the question. What 
is a “skate”? 

Luckily Zypex had the answer and thought it would be 
something that all the readers would enjoy seeing. 
Thanks to Tony for asking the question. The answer is in the 
next column and was found in the Remington Budget, of 1906. 
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THE SKATE 


For the benefit of some of our 
newer members who may be 
unfamiliar with the genesis of this 
term, a definition or two is in order. 

There are two varieties of very 
old second hand machines, the 
“skate” and the “stiff”. The stiff is a 
machine on which there is no 
exchange allowance. It is a “dead 
one,” in the morgue or on its way 
there, with no further capacity either 
for good or evil. 

The “skate” represents the stage 


preceding the “stiff.” It is a 
machine on which a_ nominal 
allowance is still made. It is not 


dead, but nearly so. It has outlived 
its capacity for good---and survives 
only for evil. 

The “skate” of the typewriter 
variety derives its name not alone 
from the age of the animal, but also 
from its habits. Its specialty in life 
is to “skate in,” slide in, butt in, and 


worm itself in all kinds of 
transactions where it has no 
legitimate business. 

Continued on page 242 





COLLECTORS IN 


Martin TYTELL, 
Apt.y Duspep: Ma. TYPEWRITER 


isi dis if} poeas qd 






The Tylels , 

Here’s a guy who has supplied me with enough 
information to write a book about him. This would be a 
big book with big chapters. An interesting book, also. 
Because like most of us, Mr. Tytell can “talk 
typewriters” all day—every day. 


THE SGPOTLITE 


You have to understand that Mr. Tytell lives, eats, 
and breathes typewriters and the 84 year-old has done 
so for all his adult life. This legendary man has been 
repairing typewriters for nearly 70 years! You've got to 
love this guy. His specialty is building foreign language 
typewriters, which include 145 languages. Ask any 
mechanic and they'll tell you that soldering and aligning 
type slugs is one of the toughest jobs to do. Mr. Tytell 
is the Master. 

His extraordinary achievements have put him in 
touch with some well-known names. Among them are 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and Adlai Stevenson; the writers 
Dorothy Parker, Quentin Reynolds, Margaret Bourke 
White and Richard Condon; TV personalities David 
Brinkley, Andy Rooney, and Charles Kuralt; agencies 
like the FBI, DEA, and the State Department, as well 
as city, state, and federal courts. Did you say FBI? 
Yea, that’s because in addition to fixing and building 
typewriters, Martin is an expert on questioned 
documents. 

In conjunction with his wife, Pearl and son Peter, 
who are experts in their own rights, many of these 
documents have been detected and the culprits found. 


For more information on foreign keyboards and 


questioned (forged) documents, contact The Tytell’s at: 


116 Fulton St. New York, NY 10038 Ph.(212) 233-5333 


TYPEWRITER MYSTERY 


46-space line, all capital X’s. sp means spacebar. Use 10-pitch pica machine. Begin 16 spaces from the top 
of page, single line spacing. Answer to puzzle picture will appear in the next issue. The solution to this 
mystery will produce the mode of tran-p«~* that carried most of our ancestors to the “New World.” 


16sp,1x,1sp,1x,1sp,2x 

15sp,1x,1sp,1x,1sp,1x,1sp,1x 

21sp,1x 

21sp,1x,6sp,1x,1sp,2x 
6sp.1x,1sp,1x,1sp,1x,Ssp,12x,1sp,1x,1sp,Lx 
Ssp,1x,1sp,1x,1sp,1x,1sp,1x,4sp,1x,4sp,1x,4sp,1x,4sp,1x 
10sp,3x,2sp,2x,4sp,1x,4sp,2x,2sp,,3x 

&sp,2x,lsp,1x, lsp,4x,4sp,1x,4sp,4x, 1sp,1x,1sp,2x 
8sp,9x,4sp,1x,4sp.4x,1sp,1x,1sp,2x 

10. 8sp,9x,4sp,1x,4sp.9x 

ll. Lisp,1x,3sp,13x,3sp,1x 

12. 5sp,10x,6sp,1x,Ssp,8x 

13. 4sp,2x,Ssp,1x,2sp.2x,5sp,1x,5sp,1x,3sp,1x.3sp,2x 
14. 3sp,2x,6sp,1x,2sp,2x,Ssp,1x,5sp.1x,3sp,1x,3sp.2x 
15. 3sp,2x,6sp,17x,3sp,1x,3sp,2x 

16. 2sp.2x,7sp,1x,3sp,1x,Ssp,1x,5sp,1x,3sp,1x,3sp,2x 
17. 2sp,2x,7sp,1x,2sp.2x,5sp,1x,5sp.2x,2sp,1x.3sp,3x 
18. 1sp,2x,8sp,1x,2sp,2x,5sp,1x,5sp,2x,2sp,1x,3sp,4x 
19. 1sp,2x,8sp,1x,1sp,2x,6sp,1x,6sp,2x, lsp,1x,3sp,2x, 1sp,2x 
20. 2x,9sp,1x,1sp,2x,6sp,1x,6sp,9x,2sp.2x 

21. 2x,9sp,1x,1sp,2x,6sp,1x,6sp,2x, lsp,1x,2sp,1x,5sp,2x 
22. 2x,9sp,1x,1sp,2x,6sp,1x,6sp.2x, lsp,1x,2sp,1x,6sp,2x 
23. 2x,9sp,1x,1sp,17x,1sp,1x,2sp,1x,7sp.2x 

24. 2sp.10x,9sp,1x,9sp15x 

25. 4sp,36x 


~PHNANAYNS 


26. 4sp.2x,1sp,2x,1sp,2x,1sp,2x,1sp,2x,1sp,2x, lsp.2x,1sp,2x,1sp,2x,1sp,2x, 1sp,1x,2sp,2x 
27. 4sp.2x,1sp,2x,1sp,2x,1sp,2x, 1 sp,2x, Isp,2x, lsp,2x,1sp,2x, lsp,2x,1sp,2x,1sp,1x, 1 sp.2x 


28. 5sp.2x,28sp.2x 
29. Ssp.31x 
30. Ssp,2x,26sp,2x 
31. 6sp,28x 
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MY THREE * SUN S* 





As Pop-Star Stevie Wonder once 
sang, “There’s a place in the Sun, where 
there’s hope for everyone, where my poor 
restless heart’s gotta run.” (Sing along) This 
is the collector’s lament, but fear not. 

Lee Burridge was an inventive genius 
and manufacturer, maybe the least known 
inventor, to the modern collector. He was 
born in Paris, France on September 22, 
1861. His parents were Levi Spear and 
Emma Frances (Ogden) Burridge. His father 
was a noted dentist in France and had a 
number of royalties among his clientele. 

After completing his education at 
Tunbridge Wells, England, Lee came to New 
York City in 1878. He quickly directed his 
attention to making mechanical toys and in 
1890 established the Sun Manufacturing Co. 
to exploit these novelties. 


(Me Model.) 


L. 8. BURRIDGE. 
AUTOMATIC TOY. 


No. 267,324. Patented Nov. 14, 1882. 
SSS 





Among his toys were a walking man and a 
creeping doll, which were marvels of his 
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ingenuity. In 1883 he received an award of 
merit by the American Institute. 

Lee pioneered many of the features that 
he incorporated into his various models. 

He obtained over 60 patents and it is 
reported that he constructed nearly 700 
different models. 

His efforts were directed largely at 
simplifying the parts and movements of the 
typewriters. 

Some of these innovations were: a new 
inking system combining a small self- 
supplying ink roll with a type-bar; a counter- 
balance type bar, permitting a very slight 
and delicate touch to the keys; a visible 
machine; a _ special type-bar machine 
operating 78 characters with only 10 keys. 

The earliest Sun typewriters were of the 
index type and were introduced about 1885. 
There are three different levels of these Sun 
index machines. The first style did not have 
a space bar so the user had to move the 
indicator to a “dead” spot to effect a space. 
The type was made of metal. The next level. 
had a space bar, a_ different letter 
arrangement and the type was. made of. 
rubber. Finally about 1888 the machine. was 
made with a metal “dog-bone” shaped. all- 
metal base. 

I think it is probably safe to. say that not 
many of these machines survive today. 

Lee and his brother Frank incorporated 
the company in 1901. Also a_ close 
associate/mechanical engineer named 
Charles W. Howell was brought on board. 
Mr. Howell was a technical advisor who 
assisted in perfecting Burridge’s inventions. 

At around this same time the Sun 
keyboard machine was born. Its major 
claim to fame was the ink reservoir, which 
was activated each time a key would 
contact it on its way to the paper. Like its 
predecessor, this machine would be made 
in several different models, notably the 
Model 3 and Model 4. (Another source lists 
Models 6 and 2b, but this writer is unfamiliar 
with these models.) 

Both the Model 2 and the Model 3 are very 





attractive, handsome machines and differ 
mainly in the fact that the Model 3 is a larger 
more substantial specimen. 

The keyboard models were reportedly 
the first machines made with a sheet metal 
body instead of the usual cast iron frame. 

This was a_ three-bank front-stroke 
machine that was introduced at $40 for steel 
and $45 for the Aluminum. 

In 1907 the four-row model with ribbon 
was introduced. This was listed at $75. 

Sun keyboard machines were fairly 
successful and quite a few were made. One 
source says they were made up until the 
early 20’s. 

Another source mentions a mercantile 
model, Special Sun model, and the Sun 
check-writer model. In 1906 it reports an 
aluminum travelers’ model weighing 10 
pounds. 

After some searching in serial number 
lists, | was able to locate only a small 
number of index machines ranging in 
serials from 995-3395. 

On standard machines | was a bit more 
successful. | located about 25 different 
serial numbers, and they ranged from a low 
of 1278 to a high of 13,769. 1 could only 
locate 3 Model 3’s and they ran from 1,427to 
9,528. A lone Model 6(?) is listed in 
Milwaukee Public Museum at number 
50,766. One machine was listed as No. 2 
Aluminum and numbered 7,230. 

Due to this fact most collectors who try 
hard can add one of these little gems to 
their collection. In my opinion, you could 
expect to pay in the $200-$300 price-range 
for the keyboard machines and $1500. to 
$2500. for the earlier rarer index machines. 
The last index machine reportedly sold for 
$1700. This was at an auction in Kansas 
City, MO. 

Some collectors may not be aware that 
Mr. Burridge co-invented the American 
keyboard machine along with his long-time 
colleague named Newman Marshman. 

These two also collaborated on a 
machine called Century (C). (Probably never 
manufactured. See Adler’s first book.) 
ed 
My girlfriend told me to be more affectionate. So | got two 
girlfriends. 

A little boy asked his father, “Daddy, how much does it cost 
to get married?” And the father replied, “I don't know son 
I'm still paying for it.” 
The honeymoon is over when the husband calls home to 
say he'll be late for dinner and the answering machine says 
it is in the microwave. 





Above: A cut of the most novel of the Burridge machines. 
This is a wacky, yet workable design. Sadly for us collectors, 
this typewriter did not come to fruition. 





As dumb-luck or fate would have it, while 
researching sources for this typewriter story | 
discovered that in between Toys, Index 
machines and Keyboard machines Lee found 
time to create a Stapler. 

And in 1897 he patented a little-known 
stapling machine. It is not known if this was ever 
manufactured, but a cut of the stapler is shown 
below. (Find out more about staplers on pg.237.) 


(No Model.) 2 Sheets—Sheet 1. 
L. 8S. BURRIDGE. 
BLAPLiny MaOHIAE. 


No. 586,515. Patented god 13, 1897. 








Mr. Burridge died at age 54 in New York City 
on May 4, 1915. 

At the time of his passing his estate was 
appraised at $91,000. His brother Frank received 
$82,500. Fern Hines, not related, got $7,000. 
And other smaller amounts were given to various 
causes. 

He never married and did not take a wife, but 
did manage to leave behind at least three small 
“children”, the index model and the two 
keyboard models, hence the story title, "My 
Three Suns.” 
<>< >< oS oC oS oo SO SO SO OOO SO SOC OC OCS CoCo CoCo co< 
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196807 HOME PETERS 
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IT's A NUMBERS GAME... .. 

Contained on this page are over 260 
different Blick serial numbers, listed in 
numerical order, listing model number and 
last known owner 

This list was started many years ago by 
some of the veteran collectors. I have only 
added to it. 

Because this list is so old some of the 
digits were lost. This is where you will see 
question marks. Maybe our readers could 
fill in the missing numbers. 

There may also be some typos. HELP? 

I am sad to report that some of the 
owners listed have passed away. Many of 
the machines have been sold or traded to 
new homes. 

This is where you come in. Anyone, 
who is willing, may make corrections and 
help update this information. 

I trust that no one will be offended by 
the listing of numbers on such a 
historically significant and common 
machine as the Blickensderfer. However 
anyone, who wishes to remain anonymous 
or not to be listed in any forum, need only 
to contact me and I will be glad to obligee. 

Please assist by sending im your 
additional Blick serial #’s with model (or 
unusual features) and owners name and 
state or country. 

Please include parts machines or ones 
that have been spotted at flea markets, 
auctions, or stores can be listed by using 
the location they were seen at. 

If the response warrants, I will publish 
the updated material in a future issue. 
THANK YOU 
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Collectible S TAPLER S ...the New Trend...by Curt Scaglione 


lt would appear that its time has finally 
come. The stapler has reached its rightful 
place in history as a collectible and yes, even 
an antique. 

Our research has not turned up any stories 
linking the stapler to historic events, but in time 
these pieces of history will come out. We do 
have the story of Teddy Roosevelt reaching the 
summit of San Juan Hill and promptly whipping 
out his trusty Hotchkiss Model 1 Stapler. And 
without regard for his personal safety. quickly 
stapled several documents together. Or lest 
we forget, “Remember the Maine and My.Acme 
Stapler’. 

No, the stapler has just been there, 
sometimes not, when we have needed it, a nice 
little office tool that has continued to do what it 
was designed to. . 

The earliest stapler dates back to the 18" 
century, when a device was made for King 
Louis XV of France. 


Louis the XV of France 


The individual staples were hand-made and 
inscribed with the Royal Courts insignia. 

It wasn't until the end of the 19" century 
that we see the introduction of the cast iron 
staplers. 

From all indications there were only a few 
companies producing the stapling machine. 
Businesses, such as Acme and Hotchkiss were 








both early on the scene with their product. 
Other companies like the Century Machine Co. 
had staplers patented but it is not clear whether 
or not production materialized. 

Today it would be unheard of to allow any 
office, or desk for that matter, to go unfurnished 
with a stapler. But during the period around the 
turn of the century the stapler was an 
extravagance that most business owners were 
not prepared to provide their workers. Taking 
into account the value of the dollar at that time, 
the price of the machine was considerably 
more expensive than of those produced today. 
Generally, the cost would equate to about the 
same as one week’s eamings. Therefore one 
machine in an office of 100 workers was 
considered sufficient. 


Acme Stapler Model 
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ACME STAPLING MACHINE 


The stapling machine produced by the 
Acme Stapling Co. was made of cast iron. 
Staples were loaded from the rear of the 
machine. This design was typical of the 19” 
Century design. The staples were loose wires 
mounted on cardboard or metal cores. They 
were driven forward by a cannon-type spring. 

Acme advertised that its machine was 
“especially adapted for office work and its 
usefulness is not at all confined to any one 
Class of customer. In fact, the lawyer, the tailor, 
and the munitions maker-all need to use the 
Acme No. 2 Stapler.” 





Hotchkiss No. 1 


E.H. HOTCHKISS COMPANY 


Probably in greater demand today than any 
other stapler is the Hotchkiss. The early 
machines are beautiful and have that Victorian 
design about them that just says “Antique”. 


The Hotchkiss patents date back to 
December 1, 1896, which clearly marks this 
company as one of the pioneers of the industry. 
Hotchkiss had a great deal of success and 
commanded its fair share of the market up until 
the 1930’s. By that time others decided to 
share in the profits to be made by this little 
office machine. 





OTHER STAPLERS TO LOOK FOR: 


Some of the other companies and names to 
look for are: Ace Fastener Co., Arrow Fastener 
Co., Ajax Tool and Die Co., Bates Stapler Co., 
Bostitch, Bump Paper Fastener Co., COMPO 
Stapler Co., Consolidated Staple Co., Defiance 
Manufacturing Co., Jahn Manufacturing. Co., 


Markwell Manufacturing Co., NEVA-CLOG 
Products, Inc., and Speed Products Co. 
(Swingline). 


This does not represent the total list of 
companies who have produced staplers but is 
an attempt to give the reader some names to 
look for and collect. 

The variations in designs and names easily 
suggest the collectability factor of the stapler. | 
found it hard to pass on my “Dreadnought” or 
my “Chief? and a_ collection wouldn't be 
complete without a “Cadet”, “Mercury”, or even 
a “Hercules.” 

Yes, the stapler comes in all shapes and 
sizes. The large desk models are known as 
“full-strip”, indicating their ability to load a full 
strip of staples or “half-strip” for the smaller 
make machines. The staplers known as the 
“pliers” models were hand-held and were 
designed for the professional on the go or on 
their feet more than the office worker. People 
like doctors, teachers and department. store 
workers would be more likely to use. this. type. 
Still another design-type is the “tacker’, but- not- 
generally used in the office. 


Another way to define staplers is the way 
the staples are loaded. Some load from the 
rear, while others load from the front. The user 
would load the staples into his Arrow from the 
top and he wouldn't load any staples into your 
Clipless, well, because they don’t use staples. 
But that’s another story. 


Question: Has ANYONE reading this story not 
owned or operated a stapler? My point exactly. 

Ed. note: Curt Scaglione has worked tirelessly for 
many long months in researching and studying the 
history and development of stapling machines. He 
has submitted this piece as an introduction to the 
exciting world of stapler collecting with the 
aspirations of exciting others as well. He intends to 
offer additional information in future issues and is 
currently working on a booklet to document his 
findings. 

Anyone who has additional information, old ads, or 
documentation concerning staplers is asked to share 
it with Curt. Conversely anyone who has questions 
is welcome to contact Curt at : Scag@gte.net OR 


Write: Curt Scaglione 7416 Ambergate Ln., Hudson 
FL 33568 
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Stapling ma- 
chines in one! 


USING: 
S.F.13—)4" Staples | 


capacity 40 shéets 16 Ib. 
equivalent 





S. F. 13—3%” Staples 





caneaity | her sheets 16 Ib. 
valent 





S. F. 13—}4" Staples 





capacity 120 sheets 16 Ib. 
equivalent 


_ At Last! 














TRIPLE-DUTY 


STAPLING MACHINE 





the ma- 
chine every dealer 
and consumer has 
been waiting for! . 


THE POWERHOUSE! 


A new HEAVY DUTY stapling 
machine, a husky fellow with 
plenty of pounding capacity,” 
using three sizes of staples with 
the same perfect ease of opera- 
tion. 


NOW . . this one machine 
covers a multitude of duties in 
office, store and factory. 


A great money-saver and time- 
saver. Good to look at... 
simple to operate. 

€ 


For best results . . . use Speed 
Fastener Chisel Pointed 4”, 34" 
~and 4" staples. 


* Display this profit maker... 
and up go your sales. 


LIST PRICE $ (30 


WRITE FOR MORE INFORMATION TO 





Parrot Speed Fastener Corp. 
37-18 Northern Boulevard. 
Long Island City, N. Y. 











) Above:Vintage Stapler Ad from 1936 


Restoration Tips.. by Robert Nelson 
Pinstripes and Decals 


We have to be extra cautious during cleanup of 
decals and pinstripes. We always think that one 
more wipe will be O.K., but suddenly part of the gold 
decal is wiped, off leaving the silver. This can be 
touched-up with Amber Shellac and a small artist 
brush. 

What about replacing missing pinstripes? Or 
portions thereof? Dry transfer pinstripes are 
available. | paid $10. per sheet with a minimum 5- 
sheet order. These are available in England and 
made by Letterset Co. (Bob Aubert has the address 
and Richard Polt says they are available in the U.S.) 

In addition there are gold paint pens you can use 
for touch-up work. You can use these in conjunction 
with dry transfers or by themselves. Most of these 
items are available at your local art supply store. (Do 
not use gold model paint as this will sometimes 
wrinkle when coated.) 

At the auto parts store you can find pinstripe tape 
in various widths. | usually use this tape not for 
making pin stripes but for masking off the stripes. 
This tape has a perfect factory edge, unlike masking 
tape. 

If the machine you are doing has three stripes, 
two of which are gold and one blue, do the two gold 
ones first and pull the tape right away. At this point 
depending how things are laid out on your machine 
and when the gold paint is completely dry, then 
spray a thin coat of clear Shellac. Next step would 
be to lay out your blue line (You can use madel paint 
for the blue.) 

The important thing is not to leave the tape on toa 
long, or when you peel it back you are in danger of 
pulling the paint off also. For this job.a good pair. of 
scissors and an Exacto knife or razor blade can be 
helpful. When laying out your tape. it's best to butt 
the tape rather. than overlapping it as the paint will 
run under the pinstripe. 

The beauty of this method is that you can arrange 
the tape very close together and achieve very fine 
lines. 

After all your pin striping is in place, apply a 
couple coats of clear shellac. Rub out as needed or 
just wax, depending on how good your final coat 
looks. To effect a deeper gold-look you would apply 
the amber shellac, before the final coats of. clear 
shellac. 

Another method of renewing old “silvered” decals 
and other decorations is a product called Mohawk 
Dark Golden Oak or Amber Transparent Ultra 
Classic lacquer spray toner. This is available from 
Mohawk Finishing Products Co.,. 4716 STWY 30, 
Amsterdam, NY 12010. Phone: (518) 843-1380 
Order desk phone: 1 (800) 545-0047. 

You can order a catalogue of their products, which 
contain some helpful supply items. Dark Golden Oak.is. 
#100-0220 and Amber is #100-0007. A can.costs about (in 


1997) $4.25. Minimum order is $50. Smaller amounts can 
be had with a surcharge. 
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Photo left- Jamboree '98 attendees: front- Jay Respler, Hoby Van Deusen, Rich Cincotta, Chuck Dilts, 
Ed Hutchins. Back- Roy Singer, Ron Ronzio, Bob Langer, Mike McGrail, Paul Block, Dennis Clark, the 
ghost of Charlie Thurber. Photo right- Thurber's Patent Printer- Photo property of Worcester 








Historical Museum- for research only- no reproduction without written permission. 


Jamboree ‘98 and Thurber 


by Chuck Dilts and Rich Cincotta 


Well, at least this time it didn’t rain all day!! Nearly a dozen collectors were on hand for 
the Northeast Typewriter Collector’s Jamboree 1998 (thanks again for the name Mike!) 
held at our home in Southboro MA. Attendees from MA, NH, NY, NJ CT and RI made 
the trek for a day of story telling, machine showing, trading, selling... and eating too. 
Some of the machines that were present for show and tell or show and sale/trade: Hall, 
Dollar, Standard Folding, Williams 4, Commercial Visible, Peoples, World, Merritt, Smith 
Premier 1, New Century Caligraph, Nippon-type Japanese typewriter, Demountable, Ideal, 
Molle, Postal... you get the idea! 


The annual meet was again heralded by the not-so-complete Remington Noiseless 
crowned with balloons at the entrance to the driveway (we'll pick something else next 
year!). Jay, we said you could have it... really! But you left it behind!! We had fun 
showing our collection to everyone, and having some of the machines serve as models for 
side discussion and comparison. It was a relaxed day highlighted by a trip to the 
Worcester Historical Museum to view Thurber’s Patent Printer and Thurber’s Patent 
Kaligraph. In fact, discussion of the Thurber machines lead us back to the museum for a 
second look. 


Thanks to Adam Zucherman, curator, and the board, we were able to get a (gloved) 
hands-on private showing with the machines. The Kaligraph is beautifully wrought of iron 
with gold stenciling, making it as wonderful to look at as it was interesting to examine! 
The Patent Printer, though larger and more imposing, was also a marvel of mechanics, and 
quite a sight in itself! We’ll have more on the return visit and a possible 4th Thurber 
machine (??!!) in a future issue! 
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Enlist the Dalton *“ 
% to speed up YOUR accounting 


When war demanded the fastest machine for commissary calculations, Uncle Sam 
chose 10-Key Daltons for his camps here and overseas. 

The 2000 Daltons serving the Government in times of peace had’demonstrated the 
greater speed, simplicity, versatility and durability of the 10-Key machine. 




































Fastest Machine for Beginner or Expert 


Ten keys mean fewer hand motions, fewer hesitations, fewer mis- 
takes, fewer minutes to learn, fewer minutes in making calculations. 


Write $9.25 on a Dalton. ° Strike the 
only 9, the only 2, the only 5 on the key- 
board. Automatically, the mechanism 
places each figure in the proper column. 
Touch writing becomes easy because one 
hand covers the keyboard. _ You don’t 
have to watch the keys as you write. 

The Dalton adds, subtracts, multiplies, divides, 
tabulates, cross foots, figures interest and discounts. 


In ‘all its calculations, it prints an: audit slip which 
Will show an operator’s error at a glance- 


An inexperienced girl and a Dalton will replace 
two men who figure with pencil. It is the pre- 
ferred mathematician of the American Radiator 
Co., Pennsylvania Railroad, Western. Electric 
Co. and hundreds of other corporations who 
want utmost office efficiency. It is fitted to 
every line of business. 





Let us bring a Dalton to your office. 
Booklet ‘‘A Half Hundred Reasons’’ 
upon request. 


THE DALTON ADDING MACHINE CO. 


126 Beech Street, Norwood, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Dalton branches in each of a hundred leading cities 
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THE SKATE...continued 


The skate is an ancient institution in our business; 
an ancient but not honorable; time worn but not time- 
honored. 

Time was when some of our own Remington 
salesman dallied with the skate. They did it to our 
detriment and to their own undoing. But that is 
history. The wiping out of the skate habit among 
members of our own organization has. we believe, 
been thorough and final. 

But the skate itself is not wiped out---Far from it. 
Some pests are perennial. They simply change their 
form with passing time. The maggot in time evolves 
into the housefly and the skate evolves into a new 
kind of plague. 

Here is the skate nuisance in its latter day form: 

Some outsider, a second hand dealer perhaps, 
finds he can use a new Remington “in his business”. 
He proceeds to plant a skate in the office of some 
good friend who forthwith appears in the role of a 
prospective. Our salesman is weak or unsuspecting, 
or both, and the pretense of competition is used to 
extort from him the maximum allowance. The 
salesman flatters himself on having won the sale: the 
second hand man flatters himself--- and with better 
reason---on a smart stroke of business done. He has 
acquired a brand new Remington for use in direct 
competition with us at a cut price. 

These cases, we are convinced, are not 
exceptional. Our New York City Department has 
recently unearthed several of them. Perhaps our 
branch offices are putting through many deals--- 
innocent looking on the surface---which, if looked 
into carefully, would show the fine work of the skate. 

It would pay all of our offices to look askance at 
any transaction involving the exchange of any very 
old machine,which has not grown old in the service 
of the prospective. If the machine is a recent 
acquisition---and the salesman ought to know---then 
look out. Nine times out of ten, when such a case is 
investigated, it will be found that some third party 
has a finger in the pie. 

The ways of the skate were always evil. It is a 
safe plan for the manager to assume its guilt and 
make it prove its innocence before we consent to 
receive it as any part of the payment for our goods. 

This is a matter for the manager. He cannot leave 
it to the salesman. The average salesman thinks only 
of the sale. It is for the manager to guard our 
interests, and if he fails to do it, it will not be done. 


SE SS SSS 
Columbus had a 4" ship. It sailed over the edge. 


Sign seen in a Typewriter Shop: 
Helen Waite is our credit manager, if you want 
credit....go to Helen Waite. 








Hall Typewriter Instructions: 


Inside the wooden lid of some Hall 
typewriters one can usually find this little ditty. 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: 

Do not attempt to tinker with the writer. It is 
not likely to get out of order provided due care is 
used in its manipulation. 

Should the writer get out of order please 
take it to the agent from whom it was purchased. 

If there be no agent at hand, take it to a 
watchmaker or machinist. 

(Apparently this was in the good ole days...before 


there was a typewriter repair shop in every 
neighborhood.) 


BUY, SELL, SWAP 


Wanted to buy or exchange: Typewriter literature, 
trade magazines like Scribner’s and instruction books 
and manuals (Originals or Xeroxes). Contact: Jos 
Legrand at: Redemptielaan 35 B Maastricht, 
NETHERLANDS 6213 JC 

For Sale: Reproduction Early Hammond Ribbon 
Spools. Fits models 1,2, and 12. Perfect replicas for 
those often missing and broken spools. $48.00 ea. 
John Lewis Sr. 4805 Menaul N.E. Albuquerque, NM 
87110 or call (505) 884-0600 Day or (505) 281-2390. 
Wanted: Desperately seeking parts (or a parts 
machine) for a Remington Noiseless Portable. Need 
type guide and ribbon vibrator by Manuel Arriaga. 
Email: m.arriaga@ip.pt (or) farriaga@ip.pt 
Wanted: Hermes Rocket Portable TW or other 
similar sized and quality machines in mint condition, 
cases preferred by Dan Kohn at: ph. (410) 323-4654 
Fax (410) 323-2000 or email: dekohn@pol.net 

Lead on a T/W: Old Smith TW from 1925 for sale by 
Shirley Rubin: phone (215) 526-1838 

For Sale: Gorham Sterling Silver portable TW. 25” 
anniversary model by Smith-Corona. Contact Stephen 
Pew at: upgeya.arpana@internetmci.com 

For Sale: Millionare Calculator and a very nice Frister 
& Rossmann tin sign. Details on our new web-site at: 
http://www.i-service.com/ALTE-TECHNIK/sale.phtm! 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< >> ><> >< >< 
From Around the Network 

“That's a fine issue you just put out”....Ed Peters, PA 

“| particularly enjoyed the article about speed typists in the 
May issue”... Janet Ridings UK 

“Thank you for sending me back issues of Typex”...Rob 
Blickensderfer,OR (A special welcome to Rob. It's always 
nice for us to have a Blick “in the family”.) 

“... Thank you for another fine issue of Typex. | really enjoy 
the fun and folksy tone of the publication.” Richard Polt, OH 
“Michael, thanks for starting up the Typex again. | enjoy it.” 
..Phil Hilferty, NY 

“Just got the latest Typex, 
compliments.”..Berkeley Rice, NY 
“Thanks again...... For working so hard to keep our kooky 
love of old typewriters alive.” Dot Johnson, FL 

“Another fine newsletter.” Tony Casillo, NY 

“This issue was even better than the last. You are on an 
upswing with each issue.” Rich Cincotta + Chuck Dilts, MA 





for which | offer my 
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‘ Eugene A. F ORD had a better idea: 


Q Tt's just urtortunate that we never got to see it. 
| | E. A. FORD. 
TYPE WRITING MAOHINE. 


No. 466,808, Patented July 28, 1891. 






eo Story and 

ca ES research by 
® —_ 7 ton —— Mike Brown 
See Page 250 
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NOTES FROM 
THE EDITOR 


Hello again! Well we have made it 
through our first complete year (under 
new editorship). I would like to take 
this oppurtunitity to extend a personal 
thank you, to each and every one who 
has helped me with this project. I can 
assure you that I could not have made 
the return of Typex as big a success 
without all of the help and encourage- 
ment that has been extended to me. 

Speaking of success, in this, our first year of editorship we have 
managed to sign on about 170 subscribers (family members). This is 
an awesome achievement considering that we have just about tied the 
Typex all-time high subscription rate. If everyone renews promptly 
(and I hope they do), by this time next year we could set a new Typex 
world record of most subscribers in our history. That might even get 
us into the Hall of Fame with McGwire, Sosa, and the boys. So come 





THANK YOU! In this issue you will find a renewal form for your 
subscription to 1999. Along with the form is an informal 
questionaire. Please fill them both out and mail them in with your 
payment amount, TODAY! I need this money promptly due to the 
fact that I have fallen behind in my rent payments and the Gas and 
Electric companies are threatening me. Oh! Did I mention the part 
about the baby needing new shoes? NO! Actually I do need the 
payments promptly so I can research some NEW and intriguing 
stories, buy some new vintage photos, bribe some government 
officials and then print all this juicy stuff and run down to the Post 
Office and give them the rest of the cash. PLEASE SEND IN YOUR 
RENEWAL TODAY. _NOT TOMORROW——————-TODAY!!!!!! 
SOOO ROROBOKSOO OPS ODODE 


News from Overseas: by Fritz Neimann 
Fritz Neimann’s Overseas News Report has been pre- 


empted in favor of the important World News Report regarding 
Ernest Hemingway's (Ava Gardner's) Typewriter Auction sale. 

The typewriter is just one of many Hemingway/Gardner 
items that was scheduled at this significant auction in England. 
See page 246 for details. 

For more information about European museums, or other 
details about the European collector meetings contact Fritz 
Neimann at: alte-technik@l-service.com Or by fax at: 
0049-5241-1272 (Fritz is based in GERMANY) 

Fritz Neimann’s report will continue in the next issue. 

SPSS oS o So So SSO So SO So SoS So COS OS OS SOS oS SOS 


NEW BOOKLET NEARS COMPLETION 


AntigqueCheck writers: A collectors guide 
from A to Z by Michael A. Brown (with nearly 100 listings 
and price guide) After 5 or 6 years of labor, this long overdue 
booklet is nearing completion. It is expected to contain about 
70 pages, with lots of pictures (some in color). This will be the 
most comprehensive work ever done on the Antique 
Checkwriter subject and is expected to be ready for distribution 
in the spring. 

Stay tuned for more details in the February 1999 newsletter. 
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COLLECTORS IN THE SPOTLITE 


ro) By Janet M. Ridings: e-mail j.ridings@ukonline.co.uk 


LADY TYPEWRITER (which is the alias | have 
adopted for my web pages) has the first web-site to 
represent typewriter collectors in Great Britain: 
http:/Aveb.ukonline.co.uk/j.ridings/ 

LADY TYPEWRITER is currently working as a 
Network Manager. | manage both the networks, 
and all computer equipment in a secondary school. 
This is a far cry from the antique typewriters that | 
have in my private collection, for the only similarity 
can be the keyboard (The layout being retained from 
a typewriter) and the printed output. 

My interest in old typewriters began, when | 
purchased a word-processor (electronic typewriter) 
about 15 years ago. Typing was certainly different on 
these “new” machines when | compared them to the 
ones | used in the 50’s and 60’s. | wondered what 
typewriters were like in the early 1900’s? Or at the turn of the century? And when were they invented? | 
was hooked on collecting, and the more | found out, the more interested | became. (Sound familiar?) 

My collection consists of portable typewriters (due to restricted storage space) and associated 
ephemera. It all began when | was browsing in a dusty “antique” shop and chanced upon a Blick No.7 in 
good working order and condition. | had great fun typing on the Ideal keyboard layout! The collection has 
grown slowly and includes various Remington, Underwood and Imperial portables, an Empire, folding 
Corona, Blick Universal, Imperial model D, Grandjean Stenotype, and a Royal duotone blue. 

On the epherma side | have a fair sized collection of books, certificates and papers and such. This helps 
to support my role as LADY TYPEWRITER. | am often asked which is my favorite typewriter and | always 
have great difficulty in deciding. They all have something to commend them, but | feel that my first ‘Blick’ 
probably has pride position. This is closely followed by my Royal duotone. 

| am particularly interested in the role typewriters played in the emancipation of woman and the social 
effects the typewriters has had on society. | would be pleased to hear from anyone who has stories of 
famous people e.g. authors and the machines they used. | am also interested in any amusing anecdotes 
about typewriters—both the machines and the operators. 
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Below is an exquisite photo, of 
an equally beautiful machine 
sent in by Martin Howard of 
Canada. These are machines 
that most collectors (like me) 
can only dream about. 


TYPE WRITER CO 


Bit 
aects 


w oo ae 
o : 
> ae Sh 
intia=ai 4 7 Pe 
oe} I ee 
—— io ed 
7385} d eer 














Hemingway’s Remington portable machine. 





We interrupt our regularly scheduled story to 
bring you this late-breaking international news! 

Ernest Hemingway’s Remington portable 
typewriter was all set to go to auction...but at 
the last minute the auction was cancelled. The 
cancellation was reportedly due to “family 
disagreement regarding the outright ownership 
of the collection.” 

This typewriter was among the Personal 
Collection of Sr. Don Jay Sicre, who was the 
late actress Ava Gardner's godson. 

The auction was to take place at Denham’s 
Auctions House, which is located in Horsham, 
West Sussex, England. It was to be held on 
September 30", 1998 at 7 PM. 

This story was originally brought to my 
attention by: Mariano Garcia, via an 
announcement on Rich & Chuck’s, “The List”. 

These are the stories and typewriters that 
most typewriter collectors can only dream 
about. Further investigation brings us the 
following information. 

The typewriter was listed as lot #105 and 

was described as: 
Emest Hemingway: A Remington Portable 
typewriter, standard model serial number NX 
53426, supplied by Casa Vose Espana, made 
in the USA. The back paper guide stamped 
E.H. WAR CORRESPT AP0887 HQU. The 
baseboard remaining, the cover replaced by a 
Perspex display case with gilt inscription: 
‘September term of 1958, Le Rosey, Papa 
Hemingway’s field typewriter from your 
Godmother Ava _ Gardner. To Jay Sicre. 
Switzerland, Jay Sicre’s archive note: 

Both Ernest Hemingway and Martha 
Gellhorn used the Remington Portable 
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N 
Ernest Hemingway’s Typewriter ase” goes to Auction 


Typewriter from 1941. Purchased soon after 
Martha Gelihorn arrived in Madrid in 1939 to be 
assigned to the OSS under the cover of a 
correspondent with Ernest Hemingway at 
Collier's Press Agency. This early model bears 
the Madrid Appointed Agents motif and is 
etched in the metal with Hemingway’s military 
code number. 

This machine traveled with Ernest and 
Martha to Japan and the Far East. Later it was 
used on board in Hemingway’s yacht ‘Pilar’ to 
record German ‘U’ Boat and _ shipping 
movement. 

Martha used it at the Dorchester Hotel in 
London during the build up to the D. Day 
landing in 1944. It was sent on fo IV Division 
US Armed Forces depot at Chicksands, 
England. Upon the liberation of Paris Ernest 
Hemingway used it at the Ritz Hotel. 

This typewriter was also used by other 
assigned War correspondents also stationed 
with Hemingway at the Ritz. 

At this time Ernest Hemingway met and fell 
in love with fellow war correspondent Mary 
Welch and shared his typing assignments with 
her. It is known that Hemingway loaned this 
typewriter to Joe Discoll and had left Paris 
without it. 

Soon after the war ended Hemingway’s 
friend Colonel Buck Lanham shipped it, with 
wines, war souvenirs and various goods for 
Hemingway via Ricardo and Betty Sicre to 
Madrid en route to Cuba. 

This typewriter remained at the Sicre Estate 
in Madrid until the early 50’s. Ava Gardner had 
met Hemingway with Luis Miguel Dominguin 
entering a Madrid hospital and Betty asked 
‘Papa’ if Ava could have this typewriter for her 
poetry lessons undertaken at Robert Grave’s 
Mallorca home. 

A note from Jay Sicre’s godmother Ava 
Gardner confirms this. 

Ed. note: | expect these items to come up 
for auction at a future date. | will try to keep 
you posted. 


Emest Hemingway 
In a photograph 
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Above are 7 really nice 
collectible erasure shields. 

They say a picture is 
worth a thousand words, so 
I won’t talk here. 


The shields were generously 
sent in by our collecting pal, 
2 Peter Weil of Delaware. 
E-N-J-O-Y 
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THE TWELVE DAYS AT NORWICH 


A Mike Brown sing-a-long............ 


This is a song/poem that I was encouraged to write 
by a collector/friend. It describes a visit 1 made some 
years ago to legendary Clark house/museum in 
Norwich, Connecticut. Both Dennis and LeeAnn 
Clark were very gracious hosts and I have fond 
memories of my visit(s) there. It should be sung to the 
melody of the famous song titled: The Twelve Days of 
Christmas. 


On the first day of Christmas, 
I took a trip to Norwich, and I saw 
a Travis in a showcase. 

On the second day of Christmas 
my good hosts showed to me, two rare 
Coffmans and a Travis in a showcase. 

On the third day of Christmas I 
had a chance to see, three different 


Crandalls, two rare Coffmans, and a 
Travis in a showcase. 

on the fourth day of 
Christmas, LeeAnn pointed out, four 
folding Fox's, three different 
Crandalls, two rare Coffmans, and a 


Travis in a showcase. 

On the fifth day of Christmas, 
the Clarks were showing off, five 
freaking Fitchs, four folding Fox’s, 
three different Crandalls, two rare 
Coffmans, and a Travis in a 
showcase. 

On the sixth day of Christmas 
and adding to my view, six old 
Blicks, five freaking Fitches, four 
folding Fox's, three different 
Crandalls, two rare Coffmans and a 
Travis in a showcase. 

On the seventh day of Christmas 
I couldn’t believe my eyes, seven 
Sholes & Gliddens, six old Blicks, 
five freaking Fitches, four folding 
Fox’s, three different Crandalls, 
two rare Coffmans, and a Travis ina 
showcase. 

On the eighth day of Christmas 
and all under glass, eight 
Experimentals, seven Sholes & 
Gliddens, six, old Blicks, five 
freaking Fitches, four folding 
Fox’ s, three different Crandalls, 
two rare Coffmans, and a Travis ina 
showcase. 

On the ninth day of Christmas 
we're really spreading out, nine 
Noiseless portables, eight 
Experimentals, seven Sholes & 
Gliddens, six old Blicks, five 
freaking Fitches, four folding 
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Fox’s, three different Crandalls, 
two rare Coffmans and a Travis in a 
showcase. 

On the tenth day of Christmas 
accessories to boot, ten or twenty 
tin lids, nine Noiseless portables, 
eight Experimentals, seven Sholes & 
Gliddens, six old Blicks, five 
freaking Fitchs, four folding Fox’s, 


three different Crandalls, two rare 
Coffmans, and a Travis in a 
showcase. 

on the eleventh day of 
Christmas not to be outdone, eleven 
hundred Corona’s, ten or twenty tin 
lids, nine Noiseless portables, 
eight Experimentals, seven Sholes & 
Gliddens, six old Blicks, five 
freaking Fitchs, four folding Fox's, 
three different Crandalls, two rare 
Coffmans, and a Travis in a 
showcase. 

on the twelveth day of 


Christmas we’re running out of room, 
12,000 Remingtons, eleven hundred 
Corona’s, ten or twenty tin lids, 
nine Noiseless portables, eight 
Experimentals, seven Sholes & 
Gliddens, six old Blicks, five 
freaking Fitchs, four folding Fox’s, 


three different Crandalls, two rare 
Coffmans, and a Travis in a 
showcase. 


(And that was just in the living room.) 


<2<O<K<S85 2525552666286 26255 
NEW MUSEUM SET TO OPEN IN TEXAS 





Finally, after collecting for 26 years, Pat 
Messarra will be opening a museum along with 
an antique mall in the Bryan-College Station area 
of Texas. This is located near the George Bush 
Presidential Library. 

Featured are over 400 assorted machines, 
typewriters, calculators, paper cutters, 
duplicators, stenotypes, dictation equipment, 
inkwells, fountain pens, and other related office 
items. 

The hours are scheduled to be Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 AM to 5:50 PM. 

Everyone is invited to visit the museum, at 
200 E. 24" St., (downtown) Bryan, Texas 77806 
or PO Box 34. 

Admission is FREE. For information you can 
call (409) 779-0057 or e-mail Pat Messarra at: 
pat(@abe.com 
<><><><><><><S<><><><><><><><> 
Why is it, that the person who is “calling the 
shots’.....ls never in the line of fire? 


If television is so bad for you...Why is there one in 
every hospital room? 
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Above are two really cool pictures taken from an early Odell booklet. (These were supplied by Jim Brown, of IL) 
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TYPEWRITER WORD-FIND PUZZLE 
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Can you find and circle these 25 machines? 





Adding machines~ Yost a 


Blickensderfer — Oliver — 
Underwood — Chicago — 
Automatic ~ Franklin ~ 
Densmore — Jewett ~ 
Hammond — Victor-— 
Edison — Odell — 
Sholes ~ Munson __ 
Noiseless ~ Woodstock — 


(Answer to puzzle in next issue.) 


Remington ~ 
Crandall — 
Lambert 
Corona~ 
Mignon — 
Hanson — 
Hall = 





Answer to August Mystery is a Sailing Ship. 
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REBLIcK Seman Numper 
CoLLECTION: 


Below are listed the 33 known Rem-Blick serial numbers 
with last known owner. 

In the next issue (February 1999) | will print the additional 
Blick serial numbers that have been sent in to me. 


“Thank You” to all who have sent in their serials.Stay tuned! 
PA LALYIOYIOIOIIJIPIYnOaymrmrwmwmwmmwmrmwmrwr~smrmrnmwmrw~mmwm OO”OOOOY/#P 


Prefix Serial # Model Owner 

KX 80002 RB B Williams, ENG 
KL 80056 RB Remington Mus. 
KL 80072 RB B.Nugent 

KL 80077 RB M.P.M. 

KD 80175 RB Decker 

KV 80180 RB Clark 

KX 80200 RB Sutherland 

KV 80211 RB Rauen 

KD 80256 RB Peters 

KX 80273 RB Clark 

KV 80274 RB Peters 

KV 80286 RB Brown 

KX 80306 RB Wilhelm 

KS 80338 RB Wilhelm 

KS 80339 RB AWilliams 

KX 80345 RB Aubert 

KX 80346 RB Renninger Aug'93 
KK 80376 RB M. Campbell 
KX 80412 RB Dilts/Cincotta 
KD 80583 RB Russo 

KS 80591 RB Rauen 

KX 80602 RD M.P.M. 

KK 80648 RB Dilts/Cincotta 
KK 80690 RB Brodski 

KS 80718 RB Updegraff 

KS 80844 RB Rauen 

KS 80847 RB Brodski 

KS 81130 Baby-Rem Kerschbaumer 
KS 81192 RB B.Williams, ENG 
KS 81380 RB Fair 

KS 81448 RB Naeseth 

KS 81624 RB Barbian,GER 
KS 81665 RB Dickerson 


POP LAL LPL SLPS PALL APALALAALPALALALDLADRLRALRARDAALYI- 


VIPS AND TIDBITS 


*****L_ambert is a triple-pitch machine. 
To change the pitch, rotate the 
number scale. 

“The carriage ‘tilts up“ on 
Underwood No.1 (Wagner) machines. 


To do this, slide the carriage all the 
way to the left and line up the notch in 
the number scale. 

****The blind Fox has a two-speed 
adjustable escapement located at the 
top rear of the machine, near the star 


wheel. This allows the carriage to 
“run faster.” 





Only in AMERICA 








Only in America....... can a pizza get to your 
house faster than an ambulance. 

Only in America....... are there handicapped 
parking places in front of a skating rink. 

Only in America........ do people order double 
cheese burgers, a large fry, and a diet coke. 

Only in America........ do banks leave both doors 


open and then chain the pens to the counter. 
<>< >< >< >< >< >< >< >< ><>cococ 


SPECIAL PRICE LIST 
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TYPEWRITER RIBBONS, 
GARBON AND LINEN PAPERS, 





Mrices Subject to Came, AVitheaur Notice 





LITTLE'S RIBBONS ARE THE BEST. 


= FRI 

REMINGTON: RIBBONS: 
Copyittr oF tonsepprinys in al colorss single Sante pO AKT 
be ee Dhue perdozen AE ere Ae 2 
Government indchblersinwte eS Bee pais 135 
oa per doses < eX ee EAS. 
Duplicator; single pace ewes eat, er hes 
. perdoxen g ; Soetigeeh at sIO SD. 

CALIGRAPH RIBBONS + 
Ospving or nen-copyings in ail eolors. single ete Sap. GO 
a ae healt peri dunes 2S ts O75 
Goverment indelible: sini ee SNe oes 155 
ae : can per dazen Se ee Wise 
Duplicator. Siig £75 
poridocen ; ; : sip sty gO 

Hammond, Smith Premier and) Munson RIbGODS, 

Extcpt Governmeit indelible: siumte Cele Neier ageat Bek eee, 
BONMOAE eel ig amen S00 


“CARBON PAPERS: 


Blavk, Bine/ Barple, Green or Red. Seas or Full. peridoz: $6 cH 
ty + os ” i xs FICE Loe B050 
The shove prices: are for b sorz Pomench wddiieoal inch 
td Sccnis pertlorcn on 2¢eents per himdred. 
TYPEWRITER LINEN : 
Toper cent of front st price in guantilies at 3 armors reams 
Sampic hook Gftine Linen Papers wilt be. muted ro ny cide 
tress on pplicunions 
We wiltsend Ribbons and-Cirhon Papers boa (postive 
pre-pridy butsio cents extra sirondd 1oCoOm pink ortersh resistertion 
isaiesired, 
Nowosds wilt he shippeds€, O21. By Express /niless @noyoh 
niones is sentwwith: order ta: tnrer eR prcsenee havh sesiver Pariigs 
well rated /in Bradstreet sare escomediroimethis miles 


LOUISVILLE GYGLE & TYPEWRITER GO.. 


281 West Jefferson Street, 
POTTS as bs 


Above is a colorful special price list. Our 
collector pal John Lewis, of NM sent it in. Notice that 
Caligraph ribbons are only 70 cents each. 

At that price | think I'll buy two. Anyone near 
Louisville know if the Louisville Cycle & Typewriter 
Co. is still there? 

Maybe they are having a special sale. Buy two 
ribbons get a Cycle for half price. Dare | ask what 
they sell for? 


250 











The elusive FORD typewriter 

Information about it is equally scarce. 
Some three years back Richard Dickerson 
solicited information to aid in research on 
the Ford. This was the thrust-action 
machine that was made in two models, one 
in aluminum and one in cast iron. The 
machine was similar to the Wellington, but 
differed by having a different motion in the 
type-bars and a lattice-work front cover with 
the name “Ford” set into it. 

Although Dickerson did manage to 
assemble a short list of known surviving 
machines, serial numbers, and some old 
ads, other information seems to be 
unknown. 

That is until now. This summer (while 
you were all at the beach or camping) | was 
doing research at the patent office and some 
historical library's. It was during these trips 
that | came across some new details about 
Mr. Ford, his life and his machine(s). 

My first wild discovery was the patent 
drawing on the cover of this issue. What it 
told me was that a full year before he 
patented the “hard to find", and highly 
desirable thrust-action machine, he patented 
his (up ‘til now) UNKNOWN “blind version’. 

And although he did not produce the 
thrust action machine until 1895, fully four 
years after he patented the blind machine, 
maybe we can speculate why. 

Could it be at this early date that Ford 
could see the value of Visible vs. Blind? 
See... | told you Ford had a BETTER idea. 

Or, a more sobering explanation could be 
that he ran into “patent infringement trouble” 
on the Blind machine. We must remember 
that the “Remington Giant” was already 
gathering a stranglehold on the industry. 

This design was an under-strike machine 
using a ribbon for inking and had a novel 
keyboard arrangement. The carriage would 
“lift-up” like the Remington blind-writers. It 
was probably never constructed, at least 
past the prototype stage. But it would sure 
be a great day for anyone who would 
happen upon it. (Never give up hope.) 

The next big breakthrough occurred 
when | was able to discover from patent 
records, that E. A. Ford was actually, 
Eugene Amiz Ford.- This allowed me to 
unearth some interesting biographical facts 
about the man and a photograph. By all 
contemporary accounts you would think that 


251 


Mr. Ford invented a typewriter or two, was 
unsuccessful, and then disappeared from 
the scene. This is not the case at all. He 
would go on to bigger and better things. 


EUGENE AMZI FORD: The man with a 
BETTER IDEA (No connection to Henry Ford). 





E. A. Ford was born in the small town of 
Kosciusko, Mississippi on May 26, 1866. 
Most of his life revolved around inventing 
and engineering. He attended the University 
of Mississippi and then later a business 
school in Louisville, KY. 

Before he became involved in_ his 
typewriter ventures he was employed as the 
“chain-man” on a land surveying crew in 
Texas. It was on this job that he produced 
his first invention. This was a measured 
cartwheel attached to a tabulating device. It 
proved to be as accurate as the standard 
measure of the day and was much simpler 
in measuring vast distances. This would 
come in handy. Anyone who has visited the 
vast Lone Star State would easily 
understand why, It was during his employ at 


Continued on next page 





a Louisville law firm that he invented and 
patented the typewriter(s). 








Only about 12 machines are known to survive. 


During the year that he invented his 
visible typewriter (You know, the one that 
most collectors don’t have and probably 
never will) he went to New York City. It was 
there that he sought to obtain backing for his 
proposed Ford Typewriter Co. 

Later he also went on to Woonsocket, RI 
where he visited a company called Taft- 
Pierce, a leading equipment manufacturer of 
the day. It was here that he hoped to make 
arrangements for the commercial distribution 
(big plans) of his Typewriter. As we can all 
surmise, these plans never materialized. 

As fate would have it, while visiting Taft- 
Pierce he met Herman Hollerith, the then 
director of the U.S.Census Bureau. The 
story goes that Herman was at that place 
seeking aid from Taft-Pierce in developing 
keypunching machines to be used in the 
1900 census. 

It was at about this same time that the 
Oliver typewriter appeared on the market 
and Ford got “cold feet” and abandoned his 
plans for the future of his typewriter(s). 

Instead he seized his newly found 
opportunity, and began his association with 
the Taft-Pierce Co. It was here where he 
collaborated with Hollerith (He founded the 
Computer-Tabulating-Recording Co., C-R-T, 
that would later become part of IBM.) in the 
development of the punch card tabulating 
system and in designing and manufacturing 
the tabulators that were used in the 1900 
census. 


THE ELUSIVE FORD TYPEWRITER of 1895 
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| had heard this story of IBM’s lineage 
back to the tabulating machines and the 
early census but never knew that Ford was 
a key collaborator. In their time these 
machines were very important because they 
reduced the tabulation time from seven to 
three years. 

As time went by he devoted himself 
entirely to the development of numerous 
devices incorporated into the _ intricate 
tabulating machines which reached their 
highest development with the electronic 
sequence calculator. The _ International 
Business Machines Corp. built this item. 

While he was with Taft-Peirce he also 
worked on the forerunners of the later 
complex card-sorting business machines. 

In 1904 he became associated with the 
Tabulating Machine Co, of Washington, DC. 
Here he continued his work in developing 
punch card and accounting machines. 

It was during 1911 that he opened a 
small laboratory at Uxbridge, MA, where he 
continued research into advanced business 
machines. Three years later he returned to 
the Tabulating Machine Co. as_ chief 
development engineer. This company 
became part of the consolidation that formed 
the C-R-T Company, which in turn became 
IBM in 1924. (Go Big Blue.) 

Ford continued as chief development 
engineer with this organization until the 
close of his life. He appears to have led a 
rich and full life, full of opportunities and 
challenges. 

He was married to Sarah Emogene nee 
Sayles, of Uxbridge, MA. They had five 
children: John H., Harry J.,Richard S., Frank 
B., and Ruth who married Channing Allen. 

His death occurred in Endicott, NY on 
September 4,1948. 

After | was already writing this story 
Darryl Rehr, Editor of ETCetra reported 
making a connection with a _ Ford 
descendent and hopefully will be able to add 
more to the picture in a future issue. 





Jamboree Follow-Up 


ell, good ‘ole Charlie Thurber (right) didn't really show up at the Jamboree's visit to 
the Worcester County Historical Museum as seen in the last issue, but he really was 
there in spirit! 


As mentioned in the last issue, we were able to make arrangements for a special 
viewing of the machines we saw at the Jamboree, and take some extra time to 
examine them. Cotton gloves in place, we carefully sought to answer a few 
questions, and raised a few more at the same time. 


The Patent Printer is missing all of its type, but we were able to agree that it was lead 
slugs mounted on posts which the plunger pushed to the paper (there is a significant 
amount of white oxide residue and remnants of rods still in a few receivers to more 
than just suggest lead was the material of choice). The type are not the only missing 
parts though, as some of the mechanism for the proportional spacing is also absent. 
Keeping in mind that this magnificent machine was found in a barn, and 'resored! 
some 100 years ago, it's probably a lucky thing that more isn't missing! The large 
hook-like structure that makes up a portion of the escapement has found a home 
against the leather platen, and has ripped it in several places. The bag of original, 
raised-letter mother-of-pearl keytops, reportedly seen about 20 years ago by another 
collector, have since disappeared. The museum's staff has assured us that it was not 
there when the machines were moved to their present location, less than 1/2 mile 
from it’s previous home. The replacements appear to be vulcanite of a rusty brown 
with black, non-raised legends. 


The Patent Kaligraph is another machine all together. Picture a reducing pantograph 
where as you form a letter of about 3", the pen at the other end mimics your actions 
but at about 1/6th the size. By moving from left to right, edge to edge, the writer was 
able to make a line of writing on the paper about 1/2 way across the page. Then, 
when the edge of the writing surface was reached, the writer moved the paper up 
one notch and began again. This resulted in a column of writing down 1/2 of the 
Ox: When the bottom of the page was reached, the paper was re-positioned to 
make a column on the right side. We were able to view a copy of a sheet written in 
this manner, but unfortunately do not have authority to reproduce it. Even with the 





correction in penmanship that the reducing pantographic action makes, the letter is GUNS, RIFLES, PISTOLS, &e, 
hard to read at best. Save to say that it's about taxes due from property sold, and ONION & WHIEBLOCK, 
that the buyer has been attempting to shirk paying it. The tax collector has apparently 866 Broadway, 
told the writer (seller?) that the buyer is risking conviction and imprisonment. The “OR POWER 2NTEMNATIONAL reel 
writer pens: "| knew this from the first, but having a curiousity to know whether my GUxS, a, XIVLER, FIATOLA GUM MANS. 
opinion of you was a correct one and knowing you to be securely hooked, | gave you ee agen intiott 
line to see if you would try to shirk paying it.". The correspondence is dated Nov 10, a 
but there is no year mentioned. At least that does tell us that the machine was used, Sepet fer Allen's Patent Revalvers, Rifles, &c, 
and maybe by a friend of the early IRS?!! —— 

THURBER'S PATENT KALIGRAPH 
The Patent Kaligraph was a blacksmith's work of art! Unfortunately, the ad doesn't “ 

‘ show the details, but you might see part of it in the picture in the last issue. WRITING MACHINE, 


Beautifully delicate appendages combined with a solid, masterfully worked wrought 
iron base of gloss black and gold stencil, it's a wonder most of it has survived in it’s 

. present condition! Though not immense, quite stunning for anyone who appreciates 
mechanics and craftsmanship! 


We walked in with some questions, but left with even more questions! One of the Sa 
main ones was whether this machine could have printed the Sarah Wheelock letter. Dissigaad’ far tile wie of theo vhs 


o havo 
With the letter having several characters that varied in size, it's thought that the TSENULOUS, PARALYTIC OR MAINED HANDS, OR 
e-wheel (about 2+ feet in diameter) would have been interchangeable like that of se OARNO? WREDS ¥ WER BASE; ARD ALSO a 
typ 


a Blick ball. Our opinion is that this would be highly unlikely. Due to room constraints, FOR THOSE WHO HAVE WEAK BYES, 
the letter could not be reproduced here, but you can see it at: BLIND. - 
http:/Awww.erols.com/chuck101Awheelock.JPG or send a #10 SASE to Chuck, PO aman yo ree per rr A 


the hore of 31 ond 2 o'clock, at 
Box 286, Southboro MA 01772 for a copy. 866 Broadway, New York. 





But what of a Thurber machine described by one reporter in NY in the mid-1800's 
that is unlike any machine we know of or being documented as of yet? Operated like 
a piano? Half-dozen pens operated as one? Stay tuned!!! 
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From Around the Network 

Please continue editing Typex, no matter 
how! Jos Legrand,Netherlands 
...Just got the...issues of your publication. | 
could not put them down. | thoroughly 
enjoyed them, especially the Big Mike 
(Bundy) story. | look forward to the coming 
issues. Carlos Enriquez, FL 

| am really quite impressed by the quality 
and diversity of each issue. | really enjoyed 
reading the article on the copy-holder 
attachment for the Sholes & Glidden 
typewriter. Bob Langer, MA 

suis A really enjoyable, terrific issue! | 
especially liked the Sun article, but the 
whole issue is neat. Peter Weil, DE 

Thanks for your effort, | enjoyed looking 
over your current listing [Blick Serial #’s] in 
Typex. Martin Howard, CAN 

Enjoyed the latest issue....especially the 
front-page. The Sun story and Lee Burridge 
was very well done. | also enjoyed the 
stapler story by Curt. Ray Thomas, OR 

| like your format with the 3 punched 
holes, which puts it ahead of the Buerowelt 
and the ETCetera. Sigfried Snyder, NY 

Received Typex today. This is GOOOD! 
You out-did yourself. Take the rest of the 
week off. Curt Scaglione, FL 

| also enjoyed the whole newsletter. 
Good luck! And | am looking forward to the 
next issue. Robert Nelson, CA 

Keep up the good work. Bill Hawkins, PA 
<><><><><><><><><>< ><> <>< ><><><>< 





Wagner/Underwood No.1 Serial #’s” 

Our devoted colleague, Martin Howard 
would like to gather and record all 
Underwood No.1 serial numbers. Martin 
has serial #2326. 

Please send your Underwood No.1 serial 
numbers directly to Martin at: 

7 Queensgrove Rd. 
Toronto, Ont. Canada M1N 3A9 

or email him at: mhoward‘@whattdesign.com 

You can also call, write, or email Typex 
and we will be glad to forward your data to 
Martin. If the response is sufficient Martin 
will send the list to Typex and we will print 
the Wagner serial numbers in an upcoming 
issue. So send them in NOV! 
<><><><<><><><o< ><> <>< ooo oso 
“Do not wish to be anything but what you 
are and try to be that perfectly.” 

St. Francis de Sales 
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BUY, SELL, SWAP 

SALE/TRADE: Do you collect staplers? I 
have some nice ones. I collect upstrike 
typewriters and index_machines. [I still need 
some, not necessarily in superb condition. (Just 


for research) Write to: Jos Legrand 
Redemptielaan35B, 6213JCMaastricht, 
Netherlands 


feb aoe Hep 

FOR SALE: Assorted typing award pins 
from Remington, L.C. Smith, and Underwood. 
Contact Bill Hawkins H C 64, Box 436L, Trout 
Run, Pa 17771 or phone (717) 995-9356 
Ht 

SEEKING TO AQUIRE:Early Blick No.5 
w/serial # lower’ than 10,000. Rob 
Blickensderfer, 1605 27 Ave. SW, Albany, OR 
97321 .Ph(541)928-6276email:rsblick'@,juno.com 
a 

FOR SALE: Densmore (Pre No.1) T/W in 
V.G. cond. $750.+shipping. 

Sale: Noiseless port. V.G cond. w/great(rare) 
tiger decal jumping over mach.$450. +shipping 
Also: Satin Finish rib. tin w/ black boy face 
(red&blk version) in ex. cond $65.+ship 

Mike Brown contact info on pg. 244 
a 
WANTED: Left and right-side platen knobs 
for an Oliver No.5. Write or call A. F. Jimenez 
at: 10314 Memorial Dr., Houston, TX 77024 or 
call (281) 443-2777 
Rt 


News from Cyberspace ( off the net ) 

A new web page has been created in the land 
“down under’. Our collector friend from Australia, 
Bob Moran has undertaken the tedious task of 
constructing a site to provide a discussion forum 
and hopefully stimulate some interest in the 
hobby. Let’s all wish him the best! Visit him at: 
http:www. precision-dynamics.com.au/typewriters/ 
AAAAARAAAAAAADRAAAARAAAARAAADAAARAAAAADADAAAAAADA 

Another new web page has been under 
construction at Rich Cincotta and Chuck Dilts’ 
house. As most of us already know these are the 
guys that maintain “The List” which was created 
by Richard Polt (who has his own formidable 
web-site). These two are active, dedicated 
collectors and let’s wish them every success with 
their site by visiting them at: 
hitp:/Avww.crols.com/chuck 10 1/index.htm] 


The Spring Jamboree was so successful that 
another one is_ scheduled for Saturday, 
November 14”. This will take place at Rich & 
Chuck's house in, Marlboro, MA. All are 
welcome to attend. For information contact: 
Chuck Dilts,at : 
platen’@erols.com or call: (508) 624-7060 today. 














